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Psalm 18:1-3, 16-19; Luke 6:46-49

Intr oduction: Whatareour lives built on?

The Importance of Obedience

How importantis obedience?Rebelliousnestasbecomehardwiredinto our humandna,
passedn from onegeneratiorto anotheysinceour ancestor&\damandEvefirst rebelledin
the garden. My girl's favoriteword is No... Jesusin this text, asksus, QVhydo you call me,
‘Lord, Lord, and do not do what | say? What doesit meanfor us to call JesusLord? It
meansthat we allow Jesudo tell us how we shouldlive in everyareaof our lives. In our
first segmenbf Alpha this week,we talkedaboutJesudeingthe way, the truth andthe life
(John 14:6). Jesusis our only guide to life. As we learnto obey Him our lives are
transformedby His Holy Spirit. Jesustells us in John14:15, Of you love me, keepmy

commandment®.This meansf we love Jesusyve will obeytheinstructionsHe hasgivenus
in His Word. In ExperiencingGod HenryBlackabydiscussesbediencesaying: obedience
is the outward expressionof our love for God; the reward for obedienceandloveis that He
will revealHimselfto us; if we havean obediencgroblem,we havea love problem;if we
love Him, wewill obeyHim! How obedientareyou?

Jesus is ourRock

One of the rich analogiesof Scriptureis that God is our rock: that God can be depended
upon,relieduponandtrustedin. In Psalm18, for example David says,Q loveyou, O Lord,
my strength. TheLord is myrock, myfortressand mydeliveler; myGodis myrock,in whom
| take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation my stronghold.0 God has
unfailing strengthand is always faithful in protectingus. Peterreiteratesthis in Acts
4:11-12, saying Qesusis the stoneyou builders rejected,which has becomethe capstone.
Salvationis foundin no oneelse,for there is no othernameunderheavergivento peopleby
whichwe mustbe savedO Jesughenis our Rock,who savesus,whoiis to be the foundation
of our lives, who is to be the mostessentiabndimportantpersonin our lives. Jesussays
thatif we arewise,we will dig deeplyandbuild the foundationsof our lives on Him. If we
obeyJesusif our foundationis in Him, we will be ableto withstandall of the stormsof life,
becausdesuss with us,becausdesuss strong,andbecausdesuss dependable.We must
ponderour lives. Are we allowing Him to be Lord? Is He truly our foundation? Is Jesus
the numberone relationshipand priority in our lives? Do we trust in Him or trust in
ourselves?
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A Crumbling Foundation

In this parable Jesuglefinitively doesnot guarante@iseasylives. Theimageryof stormsis
found in the Old Testamentasa sign of His judgment. Anyone who haslived througha
major stormsuchasatornado hail storm,hurricaneor othersuchstormknowswhy, for they
put the fear of God and of deathin you. | readthis weekin Newsweekthatthe Burmese
Buddhistsare saying that the recent cyclone that hit Myanmar is a GCurse from the
Heaveng)thatthey believeGod is punishingtheir political leadersfor wrongdoing. All of
uswill facechallengesstorms,andjudgment. If, howeverwe aregroundedn Jesusijf we
know Him, if we obey His voice, we will restsecurelyin His graceand mercy Jesus
promiseshatHe will be our Rockandwill deliverus. We seesucha promise for instance,
in Psalm18:16, (He reacheddown from on high and took hold of me; He drew me out of
deepwaters...Heébroughtmeoutinto a spaciousplace; herescuednebecauseHe delighted

in meO In Matthew it is a foolish builder who losesHis house. In Psalm14;1, we aretold

thatonly a fool saysthereis no God. If we live asif thereis no God,if we live asif Jesus
doesnot matter we will be sweptaway If Jesuds the foundationand cornerstoneof our

lives, we canstandfirm in Him, for asthe hymn says,OVhenall aroundmy soul givesway,

He thenis all my hopeand stay On Christ, the solid rock, | stand: All other groundis

sinkingsand,All othergroundis sinkingsandO In Jesusyve canrestandfind safety If we

live for self, we will loseouton all thatGodwantsandwills for us.
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