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Intr oduction: Whatshouldbetherealnameof this parable-perhapthetitle of this sermon?
It is really aboutGod, not us; aboutHis graceandhow we don©deservat.

Surprised by Grace

As we look at this parable,in the two sonsor brotherswe seethe dangersof two typesof
sins,thatof selfindulgenceandthat of self righteousnessWhich brotherareyou mostlike
this morning? The youngerson showsa callouslack of care or regardfor his fatherin
arrogantlyaskingfor his inheritanceright away In fact, KennethBailey, a Middle Eastern
scholar suggestshatsucharequesis unusuakndis like telling the fatherhe wishedhewas
dead. Thisrequesthendoesinjury to the personandhonorof his father Theyoungerson
deliberatelychoosedo go his own way, to seekto pleasehimself, to live accordingto his
own desires. The extentof his fall canbe seenin his working with pigs andin not having
anyoneto helphim. No orthodoxJewwould everwork with pigs, for theywereconsidered
to be uncleananimals. This sonthenis in a very bad place. The ProdigalSonis a clear
symbolfor sinnersthosethatthe Phariseesriticized Jesudor spendingime with.

Hitting bottom leadsthe prodigal sonto an opportunityto experiencethe Fathef grace.
First, he showshonestyand doesnot make any excuses. Second,he realizesthat he is
homesick. Third, heis humble. He is willing to seekout his father to seekhelp. He does
not ask to be restoredto who he was, but simply seeksmercy He confesseshis sin and
seeksforgiveness. If we too want to experienceand enjoy God'sgrace,we must humbly
confessandseekHis forgivenessto cometo the crossaskingfor His mercy not becausave
deservat, but becausé&odlovesus.

The Older Sonis alsoin a dangerougplace. We canseethat his heartis hardenedy his
own self-righteousnesandby his own pride. He tragically hasnot learnedto havea loving
heartlike hisfather's. This Older Brotherrepresentshe Phariseesandthoseof uswho have
forgotten our needfor grace,who are satisfiedwith our religiosity. This son mistakenly
believesthat doing goodis what pleaseghe father or God. In fact, this brotherdoesnot
evenview the youngerbrotheras his brother calling him insteadOYour son.OHe refersto
his life in resentfulways,emphasizindghow long he hasslavedaway (noticethe lack of joy
or love in his serviceto his father). He is focusedon fault and judgment,ratherthan on
graceandcompassion.Therearetwo wordsfor goodin Greek: agathospr goodin quality
andkalos, or a sheerwinsomenesshat is lovely and attractive. The elderbrotheris good
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only in a hardandunlovelyway:. In fact, his goodnes®r self satisfactiongetsin the way of
him havinga soft heart.

Are our heartsopento God®grace? Are we humble? Do we avoid being self-righteous?
Do we confessor sinsopenly and seekHis loving embraceand grace? Are we openand
willing to besurprisedoy His grace?

God's Heart

In contrastto the two sons,we seethat the Father God, is both expansivein love andin
grace. In the Middle East,it was disgracefulfor a father or man of statureto be seen
running. Godis portrayedhereasloving sinnersin anundignifiedway. The word herefor
compassioris one that was usedoften to describehow Jesusfelt towardsthosein need,
referringto aninnermoving, or like our heartgoing out to someone.The fatheris soeager
to be reconciledthat he doesnot evenlet his songetall the way into his carefully prepared
speech. CharlesSpugeononcepreacheda whole sermonserieson the importanceof His
kiss, for the kiss denoteslove, forgiveness,full restoration, exceedingjoy, comfort,
assurancandintimacy The father also gives him unexpectedyifts: the bestrobeis the
righteousnes$od gives us; the ring representsis authority and being his representative;
the sandalsarethosesonswear In his responsewe seea symbol of the overarchingand
amazinglove of God. A. W. Tozer discusseshe amazinglove of God, saying, Because
Godis selfexistentHis love hasno beginning;becausedHe is eternal,His love hasno ends;
becauseHe is infinite, His love has no limits; becauseHe is holy, His love is pure and

spotless;becauseHe is immenseHis love is vastO Are we willing to be envelopedand
embracedy His love?

Jesuss presentinga refreshingway of seeingGod. The PhariseeselievedGodliked good
peopleand hatedsinners. Jesussharesthat God goesto greatlengthsto saveandto be
reconciledto sinners. God watchesfor and hurriesto the sinnerswho are coming hometo
Him. Godrunsto usandwelcomesushomewith openarms. God overwhelmsuswith His
grace;a graceanda love thatis more expansiveand extensivethanwe could everhopefor
or askfor. PraiseGodandthankGod!
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