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Introduction:  We are all pleasers, of someone.  Who do you seek to please?

Pleasing God

 In the parable of the talents, we see how important it is to please God.  With the first two 

servants, God affirms them saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share in your 

master's happiness!”  In this parable, God is the man who entrusts His servants with a great 

amount of money (talent is Greek for money).  God is pleased when His servants increase 

the amount, rather than when they in fear bury it, hide it or do nothing with it.  God is in fact 

happy when we add to what He has given us.  Christianity is fundamentally about 

transformation, renewal and constant and continual growth.  Each servant was judged 

equally, based on how they used their gift.  God shares with us that He is looking for 

faithfulness and a willingness to share with others. 

 Hudson Taylor, the missionary to China, once said, “A little thing is a little thing, but 

faithfulness in a little thing is a big thing.”  God is looking then not for perfection but for a 

willingness to obey and to be faithful to Him.  Paul in 2 Corinthians 2:9, says, “So we make 

it our goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.”  As 

believers, we must lay aside being people pleasers in order to become God pleasers.  We are 

to seek the transformation of the Holy Spirit in every moment, as we seek to grow in being 

like Jesus.  The Psalmist reminds us, in 51:17, “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 

bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of  God are a broken 

spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”  God is pleased when we 

have an open and broken heart before Him.  Do you?

Being Given More

 Not only do we please God when we expand His kingdom, we are given more, because He 

can trust us.  Jesus tells us, “For everyone who has will be given more, and they will have an 

abundance.  Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them.”    God 

blesses us when we prove to be trustworthy and faithful.  It is interesting because instead of 

buying into the keeping up with the neighborhood approach, God wants us to be faithful 

where we are, with who we are.  Often, we may think that we are ready for more, that we 

can handle more.  God will bless us as we are faithful.  Our focus should be on faithfulness 

and obedience where we are, rather than dreaming, longing for or wishing for something 

else.  This is a principle that Jesus reiterated throughout His teaching.  Jesus said, for 
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example in Luke 16:10-11, 15, “Whoever can be trusted with very little, can also be trusted 

with much, and whoever can be dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  

So if  you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 

riches? ...What is highly valued among people is detestable in God's sight.”  Jesus is not 

suggesting that we all have the same gifts or equal gifts.  He is suggesting that we must all 

be faithful with the gifts we have been given.  God asks for and desires our best.  If we prove 

faithful, He will give us more work to do.  

Faithfulness in every moment should be our key then.  We must be committed to 

constant and continual growth in our faith, obedience and discipleship.  We should learn to 

cultivate contentment in the cross, but not in our relationship with God.  We should be 

always seeking to grow in Him and in sharing Him.  Let us enjoy Him; let us share Him.
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