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Intr oduction: Do you everponderwhat you would takeif you hadto leaveyour burning
homeright away? What do you treasureenoughto grab? Frankly for me, | would just be
happyto geteveryoneout okay Maybesomepicturesof Beccaandof our family. Whatdo
you reallytreasure?

Treasuring andValuing Jesus

One of my New Year'sresolutionshasbeento be more prayerfuland more careful about
what | spendtime, moneyand enegy on. Am | wastingmoneyon impulseor emotional
spending? Do | wastetoo muchtime on the computeror with the t.v., surfing throughor
watchingmeaninglesgrivia andinformation? How aboutyou? What doesthe useof our
time andmoneysayaboutwhatandwho we treasure?Do we treasureandvalue Jesus?In
describingthe kingdom of heaven Jesususestwo visual analogies: that of buriedtreasure
andthat of a pearlof greatprice. Rabbisusedto say that therewas only one safe hiding
placefor money:in the earth. At the time, Palestinewas a land of constantwarfare, so
people buried their money for safe keeping. The rabbis, in fact, had a sort of finder's
keeper'sapproacho buriedtreasurejt you ownedtheland, it wasyour's. The discoveryof
thetreasurds anaccidentasthe mansimply findsit. The pearlanalogyis alittle different,
sincethe merchanknowswhatto look for andknowswhatpearlsareworth, for pearlswere
more valuablethan gold, and highly valuedfor their appearance.The sameword is only
usedin the NT for the perfumethe womanusedto anointthefeetof Jesus. Whetherwe are
looking for it or stumbleacrosst, the kingdomof heavenis the greatesthing we will ever
find. As Jesudellsusin Matthew6:21,"For whee your treasue s, there your heartwill be
also." Whereis your heartthis morning?

Joyfully Choosing Jesus

Jesugrovidesthe sameanalogyfor bothexamples:thatoncethe persornrealizeswhatthey
havefound, they give up everythingfor it. Thereis a definite sacrificewhenwe decideto
follow Jesusfor we give up on thingsthatareknown,in orderto walk by faith andin order
to trustin Jesus.We may haveto sacrificein orderto follow Jesuswe may haveto make
family sacrifices(anyonewho lovesfather or mother more than me is not worthy of me
(Matthew10:37), we may haveto makefinancial sacrifices,(go, sell your possessionand
givethepoor, andthenyouwill havetreasue in heaventhencome andfollow me-Matthew
19:21);we may haveto makelifestyle sacrifices(offer your bodiesas living sacrifices,holy
and pleasingto Godthis is your spiritual act of worship Romans12:1). All that matters
oncewe beginto follow Jesudgs havingour supremdoyalty beingto Him. As Paultells us
in Phillipians 3:7-8, But whateverwas to my profit, | now considerloss for the sakeof
Christ. Whatis more, | considereverythinga losscompaed to the surpassinggreatnesof
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knowingChrist JesusasLord myLord, for whosesakel havelostall things. | considerthem
rubbish,that| maygain Christ.O0 Do we havethis sameattitudeaswell? Are we willing to
joyfully chooselesusto joyfully give up distractionsof theworld in orderto joyfully make
roomin our heartsminds,soulsandlives for Him?

The Psalmsare full of remindersto us of the joy of choosingHim. In Psalm84:10, for
instance David says,"Betteris oneday in your courtsthan a thousandelsewheg; | would
rather be a doorkeepeiin the houseof my God thandwell in the tentsof the wicked." As
Martin Luther oncewrote in his classichymn, "Let goodsand kindred go, this mortal life
alsa" Are we willing to be securan Jesusalone? Peopleandpossessionsangive usonly
a senseof falsesecurityfor Jesusalonecangive useternalsecurity Are we willing to let go
of everythingelsein orderto find Him, in orderto haveour greateshopesanddreamsmet

by Him? May we joyfully abandorourselvedo ajourneyof beingsweptalongby His grace
andlove.
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