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Intr oduction:  Do you ever ponder what you would take if  you had to leave your burning 
home right away?  What do you treasure enough to grab?  Frankly for me, I would just be 
happy to get everyone out okay.  Maybe some pictures of Becca and of our family.  What do 
you really treasure?

Treasuring and Valuing Jesus

 One of my New Year's resolutions has been to be more prayerful and more careful about 
what I spend time, money and energy on.  Am I  wasting money on impulse or emotional 
spending?  Do I waste too much time on the computer or with the t.v., surfing through or 
watching meaningless trivia and information?  How about you?  What does the use of our 
time and money say about what and who we treasure?  Do we treasure and value Jesus?  In 
describing the kingdom of heaven, Jesus uses two visual analogies:  that of buried treasure 
and that of a pearl of great price. Rabbis used to say that there was only one safe hiding 
place for money: in the earth.  At the time, Palestine was a land of constant warfare, so 
people buried their money for safe keeping.  The rabbis, in fact, had a sort of finder's 
keeper's approach to buried treasure; it you owned the land, it was your's.  The discovery of 
the treasure is an accident, as the man simply finds it.  The pearl analogy is a little different, 
since the merchant knows what to look for and knows what pearls are worth, for pearls were 
more valuable than gold, and highly valued for their appearance.  The same word is only 
used in the NT for the perfume the woman used to anoint the feet of Jesus.   Whether we are 
looking for it  or stumble across it,  the kingdom of heaven is the greatest thing we will  ever 
find.  As Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:21, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will  be 
also."  Where is your heart this morning?

Joyfully Choosing Jesus

 Jesus provides the same analogy for both examples:  that once the person realizes what they 
have found, they give up everything for it.   There is a definite sacrifice when we decide to 
follow Jesus, for we give up on things that are known, in order to walk by faith and in order 
to trust in Jesus.  We may have to sacrifice in order to follow Jesus: we may have to make 
family sacrifices (anyone who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me 
(Matthew 10:37),  we may have to make financial sacrifices, (go, sell your possessions and 
give the poor, and then you will  have treasure in heaven, then come, and follow me- Matthew 
19:21); we may have to make lifestyle sacrifices (offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship- Romans 12:1). All  that matters 
once we begin to follow Jesus is having our supreme loyalty being to Him.  As Paul tells us 
in Phillipians 3:7-8, ÒBut whatever was to my profit, I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
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knowing Christ Jesus as Lord my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all  things.  I  consider them 
rubbish, that I may gain Christ.Ó    Do we have this same attitude as well?  Are we willing  to 
joyfully choose Jesus, to joyfully  give up distractions of the world in order to joyfully  make 
room in our hearts, minds, souls and lives for Him?

 The Psalms are full of reminders to us of the joy of choosing Him.  In Psalm 84:10,  for 
instance, David says, "Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I  would 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked."    As 
Martin Luther once wrote in his classic hymn, "Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life 
also."   Are we willing  to be secure in Jesus alone?  People and possessions can give us only 
a sense of false security for Jesus alone can give us eternal security.  Are we willing  to let go 
of everything else in order to find Him, in order to have our greatest hopes and dreams met 
by Him?  May we joyfully  abandon ourselves to a journey of being swept along by His grace 
and love. 
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