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Being Lost

In thesetwo parablesJesugpowerfully shareswith uswho we really are. The imageryof
sheepis a commononein the Scriptures,primarily becausehey lived in a rural society
where sheepand shepherdsvere common. Jesusjn fact, describedHimself as our Good
ShepherdJohn10), andoftenin Scripture,Godis our ShepherdPsalm23 andEzekiel34).
Shepherdditerally live anddie for their sheep,often having sheepin the sameflock for
many years,since sheepwere raisedfor wool. Shepherd«now eachsheepby nameand
sheepknow the distinctive voice and call of their shepherds. The shepherdsare able to
track sheepfor miles by their tracks. Shepherddvalk in front of the sheep)eadingthemto
safepasture.

We thenarethe sheepof God. Sheephavesomebasichabitsthat havenot changed
throughoutime. Sheepareproneto wanderandto go astray for theyregularlyimaginethat
the grassis greeneron the other side, and thus Sheepoften got lost due to their mindless
pursuit of appetites. They are stubbornand want their own way. Sheephavea herding
instinct and so they gatherin groups,which allows for securityand protection. They are
limited in intelligence, so they will unwittingly wanderinto dangey for they have no
capacityto know whatis comingnext.

How aboutthe lost coin? In the time of Jesusjt wasa customfor a womanto have 10
silver coinswoveninto a bridal headdressA Jewishgirl would haveliterally scrimpedand
savedfor sucha headdresgor her weddingday. Shecould not be marriedwithout it, so
eachcoin wasof greatmonetaryandemotionalvalue. Sucha coin would be worth onefull
day'swork, so losing one would be a big deal. It would be like losing our weddingring
today

Both theimagesof alost sheepanda lost coin area reminderthatwe matterdeeplyto God.
Godvaluesyou, me, us highly. Also, we arelost. We cannotfind ourselvespnly God can
do thatWe arehopelessandhelplesson our own.

Being Found

Jesusshareswith us not only that we are lost, but that He loves us enough,cherishesaus
enoughtreasuresisenoughandhasenoughgraceto comeandfind us. Jesusnakesit clear
thatthereis effort andintentionalitywith God seekingus out, for the shepherdjoesuntil He
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finds the sheepand the woman searchesarefully until shefinds it. What is evenmore
importantis that God seeksus, finds us, andthenrejoicesover finding us. If only finding
God wasasmucha priority for us. If only we rejoicedover finding Jesudike he rejoices
overfinding us. St.Augustineremindsus: GGodloveseverypersonasif there wasoneelse
to love O Do we love Godandlove othersin this way? Doesour relationshipswvith Godand
with oneanothematterthis deeplyto us?

Thisideaof Godsearchingor uswasrevolutionaryin ancienttimes,andstill is today
Jesushascomein the flesh in orderto find us, to saveus, to show us the greatnessand
mercy of God'slove. As Jesusaffirms to usin Luke 19:10,"For the Sonof Man cameto
seekandto savewhatwaslost" Godhasgoneto greatlengths,sendingHis Son,theeternal
Word into our world in the flesh in orderto seekus andto saveus. God hascreatedus,
knowseverythingaboutus,andknowsof our hopelessnesandhelplessnesapartfrom Him.
As David remindsus in Psalm103:14,"For he knowshow we are formed,He remembers
that we are dust" The heartof God yearns,achesandbreaksfor the lost. Doesour heart
weepoverthistoo?

When God finds us, we regainour true place,which is only found in relationshipto Him
andin communityandin relationshipwith the flock andbody of Christ. We cannotgrow in
Christindividually or apartfrom His body. We alsocannotbe found apartfrom Him. Only
in Christ, canwe find peacejoy, hope,love andacceptance.Only in His communityand
body canwe grow andflourish asGod intendsandwills for us. Findingwho we havetruly
beencreatedo be thenhappensnly whenwe arefound by Christandwhenwe find Jesus.
As Petertells usin 1 Peter2:25,"For you were like sheepgoing astray but now you have
returnedto the Shepheatt and Overseenf your souls." In doingso,we now canlearnhow to
live as God hasalwayscreatedus, intendedfor us, willed for usto. Isaiahaffirmed thisin
53:6,saying,"We all, like sheephavegoneastray eachof ushasturnedto his ownway, and
the Lord haslaid onHim theiniquity of usall.” As aresult,we canjoin in praisingGod for

His amazinggrace,andaffirm thatwe oncewerelost, but now arefound. PraiseGod and
thankGod!
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