
Easter Sunday
“Jesus is Risen!Ó

Intr oduction:  Easter is a reminder that we live in a world that cannot be completely 
explained in material or natural ways.   God shows us His power over all of life and death in 
raising Jesus from the dead  

Getting Our Attention

 It  is certainly fair to say that God is actively working to get our attention.   One way that the 
Bible has been described is as a love letter from God, in which He shares with us of His 
heart, of Jesus, who has come to save us from our sins because He loves us.   In this text 
from Matthew, we see how God is powerfully moving to show us His plan to save us.  Hear 
anew some of the signs of His activity in this passage:  at the death of Jesus, the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth shook and the rocks split; the tombs 
broke open and the dead came back to life, appearing to many; another earthquake happened 
when an angel came; this angel was clearly not human, as it looked like lightning with 
clothes like snow; the stone was rolled away; professional soldiers passed out from fear.   
Something extraordinary has happened and God does not want us to miss out on His perfect 
plan to save the world.  The Son of God has died for our sins, and now has been raised from 
the dead by God (Acts 10 tells us that God has done this).   Are you aware that in this very 
moment, God wants to reveal to you how much you mean to Him, how much He loves you?  
God is speaking; God is moving; God is revealing Himself to you.  We see this most clearly 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus.  God has an answer for our brokenness, woundedness, 
our burdened souls and lives and the shattered natures of our hearts.  Are you getting the 
message?  The cross of Jesus is the answer.

Hearts filled with Joy

 It is important to ponder what our response is to this good news, to Jesus, to this desire by 
God to save us, to forgive us.  Matthew tells us the women Òwere afraid yet filled with joy.Ó  
God wants us to not be afraid in life and about life, but rather to trust in Him and to have 
hearts overflowing with joy.   Peter discusses the importance of joy, saying, Òyou believe in 
Him (Christ) and are filled with an inexpressible joy, for you are receiving the goal of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls.Ó  Joy then flows from our believing in Jesus, from His 
gracious gift to us of salvation and forgiveness.   In Galatians 5, Paul reminds us that joy is 
one of the first three fruits of the Spirit.  As we are filled with the Holy Spirit, as the 
disciples of Jesus, we become more and more filled with joy.   Usually, in our lives, we find 
ourselves lacking in joy because we are weighed down with burdens that only Jesus is strong 
enough to carry or because we want to be in control and our lives are not as or what we 
would choose.  As a result, we lose sight of the goodness and love of God.  In Philippians 
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4:4-7, Paul tells us, ÒRejoice in the Lord always.  I will  say again, rejoice... Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will  guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.Ó  We can have hearts filled with joy as we choose to 
fully trust Jesus with all of our hopes and fears, even when we don't always understand what 
He is doing or how He will  do it. Jesus invites us to come to Him, to learn how to live and to 
love, how to really be alive.  Jesus invites us to come to Him to be forgiven of our sins.   Let 
us then recommit ourselves to being joyful people.  When we look at our lives, are we like 
Tigger or like Eeyore?  Let us choose to be filled and full of joy, to be a Tigger, fully of 
energizing, contagious and enervating joy.  Because Jesus is alive, we now too can be alive, 
full of joy and full of trust.  Our joy is rooted in Jesus: He is who He says He is; He has done 
what He has promised to do.  Praise God and thank God.  Christ is Risen!  He is risen 
indeed!
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