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W wewpsscecnuen e “Jesus is Risen!O
Intr oduction: Easteris a reminderthat we live in a world that cannotbe completely
explainedin materialor naturalways. GodshowsusHis poweroverall of life anddeathin

raisingJesudrom thedead

Getting Our Attention

It is certainlyfair to saythatGodis activelyworking to getour attention. Oneway thatthe
Bible hasbeendescribeds as a love letter from God, in which He shareswith us of His
heart,of Jesuswho hascometo saveus from our sinsbecauseHe lovesus. In this text
from Matthew we seehow Godis powerfully movingto showusHis planto saveus. Hear
anewsomeof the signsof His activity in this passage:at the deathof Jesusthe curtainof
thetemplewastorn in two from top to bottom;the earthshookandtherockssplit; thetombs
brokeopenandthe deadcamebackto life, appearingo many;anotherearthquakénappened
when an angel came;this angelwas clearly not human,as it looked like lightning with
clotheslike snow; the stonewas rolled away; professionalsoldierspassedout from fear.
Somethingextraordinaryhashappene@ndGod doesnot wantusto missout on His perfect
planto savetheworld. The Sonof Godhasdiedfor our sins,andnow hasbeenraisedfrom
the deadby God (Acts 10 tells usthat God hasdonethis). Are you awarethatin this very
moment,God wantsto revealto you how muchyou meanto Him, how muchHe lovesyou?
Godis speakingGodis moving; Godis revealingHimself to you. We seethis mostclearly
in the deathandresurrectiorof Jesus.God hasananswetfor our brokennessyoundedness,
our burdenedsoulsand lives and the shatterechaturesof our hearts. Are you getting the
message? hecrossof Jesuss theanswer

Hearts filled with Joy

It is importantto ponderwhat our responsas to this goodnews,to Jesusto this desireby
Godto saveus, to forgive us. Matthewtells usthe womenQvere afraid yetfilled with joy.O
God wantsus to not be afraid in life andaboutlife, but ratherto trustin Him andto have
heartsoverflowing with joy. Peterdiscusseshe importanceof joy, saying,gou believein
Him (Christ) and are filled with an inexpressiblejoy, for you are receivingthe goal of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.O Joy then flows from our believingin Jesusfrom His
graciousgift to us of salvationandforgiveness. In Galatianss, Paulremindsus thatjoy is
one of the first three fruits of the Spirit. As we are filled with the Holy Spirit, as the
disciplesof Jesuswe becomemoreandmorefilled with joy. Usually in our lives, we find
ourselvedackingin joy becauseve areweigheddownwith burdenghatonly Jesuss strong
enoughto carry or becausenve want to be in control and our lives are not as or what we
would choose. As a result,we lose sight of the goodnesandlove of God. In Philippians
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4:4-7, Paul tells us, GRejoicein the Lord always. | will say again, rejoice... Do not be
anxiousaboutanything,butin everythingpy prayerand petition, with thanksgivingpresent
your requestso God. Andthe peaceof God,whichtranscendsll understandingwill guad

your heartsand mindsin Christ Jesus.OWe canhaveheartsfilled with joy aswe chooseto

fully trustJesuswith all of our hopesandfears,evenwhenwe don'talwaysunderstandvhat
Heis doingor how He will doit. Jesusnvitesusto cometo Him, to learnhowto live andto

love, howto really be alive. Jesusnvitesusto cometo Him to beforgivenof oursins. Let

us thenrecommitourselveso beingjoyful people. Whenwe look at our lives, arewe like

Tigger or like Eeyore? Let us chooseto be filled andfull of joy, to be a Tigger, fully of

enepizing, contagiousandenervatingoy. Becauselesuss alive, we now too canbe alive,

full of joy andfull of trust. Ourjoy is rootedin JesusHe is who He saysHe is; He hasdone
what He has promisedto do. PraiseGod and thank God. Christis Risen! He is risen
indeed!
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