
Palm Sunday

March 16, 2008

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Introduction:  I was thinking that this Sunday is an easy one to look past, in order to focus 

on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and especially Easter.  Let us not linger here in this text 

as we ponder the Good News of Palm Sunday.

Jesus Has Come!

 This week in Logos, I was discussing with our kids the meanings of some of the different 

names for Jesus.  It is in texts such as this that we see how Advent and Lent are woven 

together, of how both the birth and death of Jesus are linked in sharing with us who Jesus is 

and why He came.  One such title is that of God with us, Emmanuel.  A title so significant 

that it is on one of our banners.  On Palm Sunday, we celebrate anew the coming of Jesus, as 

a sign of God's presence with us, as the fulfillment of all of His promises.  In fact, everything 

about His coming is part of God's redemptive plan.  Matthew makes it clear that the coming 

of Jesus is a fulfillment of prophecy, for in Zechariah 9:9, we learn, “Rejoice greatly, O 

Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous 

and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  The 

coming of Jesus then is the fulfillment of God's promises to save us, to be with us and for us.

 Jesus enters Jerusalem, knowing full well what will happen soon, in terms of His final days 

and final moments and His death.  Jesus was intentionally showing His disciples and the 

world why He had come:  to humbly and selflessly die in order that we might live, to pay the 

price of our sins, to assume our alienation from God.  

How Will We Respond?

 The welcoming response of the crowds is very important.  As important is the question we 

must ask ourselves:  how will I welcome Jesus?  Am I welcoming Him?   The crowds spread 

their cloaks and palm branches on the ground as Jesus passed (both actions done earlier in 

the Bible for kings).  The crowds also shouted aloud in worship,”Hosanna to the Son of 

David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of  the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!” This 

praise is straight from Scripture.  In Psalm 118, David says, “O Lord, Save us; O Lord, Grant 

us success.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  From the house of  the Lord 

we bless you.”   The word Hosanna serves as both a word of prayer and of praise, meaning 

God Saves, or Praise to the One who saves.  The phrase of Blessed is He...refers to Jesus 

being blessed because He came in God's name, as the One sent and empowered by God.  

There are here then the two ideas of God's salvation being something we both praise Him for 

and we pray for, and for His coming being something we must celebrate.   As we discussed 
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at our Logos class, the name of Jesus is significant.  God told Mary to name her child Jesus, 

for it means God saves, and Jesus will save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:23).   

Jesus mentions in Luke 19:40, that if we do not praise Him, “the stones will cry out.”  The 

children in the temple also praise Him.  Jesus affirms this saying in 21:16, “From the lips of 

children and infants you have ordained praise.”  God has created us to worship, to be 

worshippers of Him.  Will we enter into the joy of being who we are created to be?

 David tells us in Psalm 118:27, “The Lord is God, and He has made His light shine upon 

us.”  John helps us make this connection to Jesus, who tells us in 8:12, “I am the light of the 

world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  We 

affirm this in Advent, as we light candles.  Advent and Lent then are linked, as we celebrate 

the coming of Jesus the Christ, who died so we might have life, who paid the price of our 

sins, whose alienation and estrangement on the cross took the place of our own.  On this 

Palm Sunday, as we have embarked on this journey of Lent, we are called to ponder:  am I 

truly welcoming Jesus into my heart and lives?  Where and how am I holding back from 

Him?  Where and how is my sin pushing Jesus away?  Do we welcome His light and life in 

our own hearts and lives?  Do we quench or fan the flames of His Spirit?  Where and for 

what do I need to offer up a sacrifice of praise this morning?  So then in this week, as we 

celebrate Jesus, being in us and with us, let us recommit ourselves to following Jesus in 

taking the journey to and of the cross.
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