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Intr oduction:  When you view your life, do you see the fruit of  generous grace?

The Workers

 I  believe that one of the most pressing issues for us in our faith is that we have lost sight of 
who we really are and of who God is.  First, we must understand that like the workers, our 
place in the story and in life flows completely out of His grace.  The workers are simply 
available and willing  to work.  There is no mention of particular gifting or skill.  Instead, the 
owner, God, invites them to work for Him.  The pay for their work is the normal pay for a 
day's wage.  The issue here for the workers is that they are all paid the same amount, for 
differing amounts of time.  How can this be fair or even right?  In the kingdom of God, we 
find that we are living in a new way.

 These men grumbled, saying ÒThese men who were hired last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the 
day.Ó  Grumbling is always a sin, for grumbling prevents us from focusing on the generous 
grace of God.  James, for instance, tells us, ÒDon't grumble against each other, brother or 
sister, or you will be judged!  The Judge is standing at the door.Ó  As we learn in Numbers 
14:26-27, God asks Moses and Joshua, ÒHow long will  this wicked community grumble 
against me?  I  have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites.  Notice too the 
penalty for being a grumbler in 14:36-7, ÒSo the men Moses had sent to explore the land, 
who returned and made the whole community grumble against Him by spreading a bad 
report about it-these men responsible for spreading the bad report were struck down and 
died of a plague before the Lord.Ó  Grumbling leads to death in our relationships with God 
and with others as we turn our backs on His sovereign grace.  May we avoid such grumbling 
like the plague.

 Jesus says that in His kingdom, we are to live and to think differently.  Ponder these 
interwoven thoughts, ÒBut many who are last will  be first...For whoever exalts Himself will 
be humbled, and whoever humbles Himself will be exalted...So the last will  be first, and the 
first will  be last.Ó  Jesus too is a model for us of this, for in Philippians 2:8-11, we learn, 
ÒAnd being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
death-even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him 
the name that is above every name.Ó  God wants us to be grateful and grace filled.  Think of 
the disciples as they saw Paul become a leader in the church.  All  about God, not about us.  
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A Generous Grace

 Jesus presents God here in the imagery of the owner of a vineyard.  God tells us here, 
ÒFriend, I am not being unfair to you.  Didn't you agree to work for a denarius?  Take your 
pay and go.  I  want to give the man who was hired last the same as I  gave you.  Don't I have 
the right to do what I want with my own money.   Or are you envious because I  am 
generous?  So the last will  be first, and the first will  be last.Ó  Perhaps it is human nature, 
that we like the grace of God when it benefits us, but not when it benefits others, or costs us.  
Do we resent the generosity of God's grace?  Have we forgotten His generosity to us in 
giving us His grace?

 How do you, do we view God: as the Judge, as the Law Giver, as the Task Master, as 
Creator, or as Abba Father?   One of the overarching affirmations of the NT is that God is 
our loving and gracious father, who loves each of us equally.  Do we believe that we are 
indebted to God or that He is indebted to us?  When it  comes to prayer, do we pray for His 
will  and kingdom to come, or do we seek to say and pray a certain way to gain a certain 
result?  Can we obligate God to do certain things, or does His sovereign love and purpose 
obligate us?  God cares for people more than things.  Do we as well?  There is no room for 
ego in the kingdom.  Do we value others for what they can do for us, or because they are 
God's children.  Do we serve out of love and joy, because of how Jesus has served us?  

 In the kingdom of God, God does things differently than we see in the world.  As God 
reminds us in Exodus 33:19, ÒI will  have mercy on whom I will  have mercy, and I  will  have 
compassion on who I  have compassion.Ó  Do we resent this or do we celebrate this?  As God 
affirms in Isaiah 55:8-9, ÒFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.Ó  This morning, are we willing to celebrate the generosity 
of His grace, by sharing it  with others.
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