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Intr oduction: Whenyou view your life, do you seethefruit of generougrace?
The Workers

| believethatoneof the mostpressingssuedor usin our faith is thatwe havelost sight of
who we really areandof who Godis. First, we mustunderstandhatlike the workers,our
placein the story andin life flows completelyout of His grace. The workersare simply
availableandwilling to work. Thereis no mentionof particulargifting or skill. Insteadthe
owner God, invitesthemto work for Him. The pay for their work is the normalpay for a
day'swage. The issueherefor the workersis that they are all paid the sameamount,for
differing amountsof time. How canthis be fair or evenright? In the kingdomof God, we
find thatwe areliving in anewway.

Thesemen grumbled,saying Orhesemenwho were hired last workedonly one hour, and
you havemadethemequalto us who havebornethe burdenof the work and the heatof the
day.O Grumblingis alwaysa sin, for grumblingpreventsus from focusingon the generous
graceof God. Jamesfor instancetells us, Mon't grumbleagainsteachother brother or
sister or youwill bejudged! TheJudgeis standingat the door.O As we learnin Numbers
14:26-27,God asks Moses and Joshua,(How long will this wicked communitygrumble
againstme? | have head the complaintsof thesegrumbling Israelites Notice too the
penaltyfor beinga grumblerin 14:36-7, 50 the menMoseshad sentto exploe the land,
who returnedand madethe whole communitygrumble against Him by spreadinga bad
report about it-thesemenresponsiblefor spreadingthe bad report were struck down and
died of a plaguebefore the Lord.O Grumblingleadsto deathin our relationshipswith God
andwith othersaswe turn our backson His sovereigrngrace. May we avoid suchgrumbling
like theplague.

Jesussaysthat in His kingdom, we are to live and to think differently Ponderthese
interwoventhoughts,But manywho are last will be first...For whoeverexaltsHimselfwill
be humbled,and whoeverhumblesHimselfwill be exalted...Sahe last will befirst, andthe
first will be lastO Jesustoo is a modelfor us of this, for in Philippians2:8-11, we learn,
And being foundin appearanceas a man, He humbledHimself and becameobedientto
death-everdeathon a cross! Theefore God exaltedHim to the highestplaceand gaveHim
the namethat is aboveeverynameO Godwantsusto be gratefulandgracefilled. Think of
thedisciplesastheysawPaulbecomealeaderin thechurch. All aboutGod, notaboutus.
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A Genemwus Grace

JesuspresentsGod herein the imagery of the owner of a vineyard. God tells us here,
(rFriend, | am not beingunfair to you. Didn't you agreeto work for a denarius? Takeyour
payandgo. | wantto givethe manwhowashiredlastthesameas| gaveyou. Don't| have
the right to do what I want with my own money Or are you enviousbecausel am
genepus? Sothelast will befirst, and the first will be last.O Perhapst is humannature,
thatwe like the graceof God whenit benefitsus, but notwhenit benefitsothers,or costsus.
Do we resentthe generosityof God'sgrace? Have we forgotten His generosityto us in
giving usHis grace?

How do you, do we view God: as the Judge,as the Law Giver, asthe Task Master as
Creator or asAbbaFather? Oneof the overarchingaffirmationsof the NT is that God is
our loving and graciousfather who loves eachof us equally Do we believethat we are
indebtedto God or thatHe is indebtedto us? Whenit comesto prayer do we pray for His
will and kingdomto come,or do we seekto say and pray a certainway to gain a certain
result? Canwe obligateGod to do certainthings, or doesHis sovereignlove and purpose
obligateus? God caresfor peoplemorethanthings. Do we aswell? Thereis no room for
egoin the kingdom. Do we value othersfor what they cando for us, or becausdhey are
God'schildren. Do we serveout of love andjoy, becaus®f how Jesuhasservedus?

In the kingdom of God, God doesthings differently than we seein the world. As God
remindsusin Exodus33:19,0 will havemercy on whoml will havemery, and | will have
compassionwho| havecompassior© Do we resentthis or do we celebratehis? As God
affirms in Isaiah55:8-9, JFor my thoughtsare not your thoughts neitherare your waysmy
ways. Asthe heavensare higherthanthe earth,so are mywayshigherthanyour waysand
my thoughtsthan your thoughtsO This morning, arewe willing to celebratethe generosity
of His grace by sharingit with others.
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