
“Forgiving from the Heart”

Matthew 18:21-35

Introduction:  What do we really think about forgiveness?

God's Incredible Forgiveness

 Last week, we discussed the importance of recognizing and knowing our need to be 

forgiven.  This week, we are reminded that as God forgives, so must we, so should we. 

Ultimately, it is a choice.  Will we be like God or will we hold on to bitterness?  Our God is 

a God of forgiveness.  We read this in Psalm 130, where David says, “If  you, O lord, kept a 

record of  sins, O Lord, who could stand?  But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are 

feared...O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is unfailing love and with 

Him is full redemption.  He Himself  will redeem Israel from all their sins.”  In this parable, 

the king, settles accounts with a servant (who could be any of us).  The debt is sizeable, 

10,000 talents.  Scholars differ in how much this would translate into.  Suffice it to say, this 

sum is so large, that it cannot be paid.  This sum is simply impossible for any one person to 

pay.  It is possible that Jesus is picking a number that would blow our minds to show us that 

God's forgiveness is so incredible, it goes beyond what we could ask for, expect or hope for.  

God's forgiveness is limitless.   

Our Incredible Refusal to Forgive

 After hearing the Good News of the incredible nature of God's forgiveness, Jesus reminds 

us of the selfishness of our own hearts.  In this parable, the servant who is forgiven 

apparently has not been changed by this experience.  He goes out and accosts another 

servant to pay back his comparatively insignificant debt.  Not only that, he choked the man.  

Understandably, other servants were distressed by this and told the king.  The first servant 

then was punished and the debt was reassumed.  Jesus makes it clear that we anger God 

when we choose not to forgive.  Jesus tells us we are to forgive 77 times.  This number is 

symbolic for fullness or completion.  There was a Rabbinic saying then that one only needed 

to forgive three times.  Jesus is saying that forgiveness is not about numbers, it is about 

reflecting the character and person of God.   Forgiveness is a fundamental aspect of 

discipleship, of being like Jesus, who prayed for God to forgive from the cross.  In the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had already reinforced this, saying, “Forgive us our debts, as 

we have forgiven our debtors...For if you forgive others when they sin against you, your 

Heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if  you do not forgive people their sins, your 

Father will not forgive your sins. “  Later Paul agrees in Eph 4:32 and Col 3:13, saying, “Be 

kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave 

you...Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 

another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
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