
“Come and Worship”

New Year Communion Homily

Introduction:  New Year's Resolutions-a time to be renewed and reinvigorated in our lives 

and faiths, to remember that life can and needs to change if we are truly alive-worship, the 

importance and centrality of worship-God is calling us to be people who live and walk in 

worship of Him.  What will this look like?

Focusing on Glory

 Sola Gloria Dei; one of the fundamental affirmations of the Reformation; to give God alone 

the glory.  Such an affirmation suggests each of us gives glory to others or to something.  

Who do we adore or praise?  As humans, usually ourselves, for we worshp at the altar of 

pride, selfishness, and self centeredness.  Or perhaps our own children?  In the Bible, the 

term of glory suggests the power, person and presence of God.  The term suggests the fire by 

night and the clouds by day that led and reinforced the reality of God's power and presence 

with His people in the desert.  Now, in Isaiah 60, we see, “Arise, shine, for your light has 

come, and the glory of  the Lord rises upon you...Then you will look and be radiant, your 

heart will throb and swell with joy.”  The Lord is our light and our glory.  The Lord is now 

with us, is God with us or Emmanuel.  Praise God!  We can have new life because of Jesus, 

who is the light of life, the light of our world, who rescues us and who leads us out of 

darkness.  In this New Year, let us be focused on  our need to give God the glory, to worship 

Jesus, to celebrate the life and light He brings us.

Come and Worship

 In Matthew 2:1-12, the wise men come to worship Jesus.  In doing so, they provide us too 

with a role model in how we must respond to the gift of Jesus.  They tell Herod, “Where is 

the one who has been born King of the Jews?  We saw His star in the east and have come to 

worship Him...On coming to the  house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshipped Him.”  Worship requires effort, time, energy and commitment.  

These wise men went on a long journey to come and worship Jesus.  They brought gifts.  We 

too can bring gifts to the greatest gift ever given.  What can we give the creator and author of 

our salvation?  Our hearts.  Worship transforms us.  We are to be like the shepherds, for as 

Luke tells us in 2:20, “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God, for all the 

things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.”  Lastly, we come as 

we are, even if our souls are a little grungy or dirty, and we leave transformed and made new, 

full of joy and full of praise.  

 Some ways to apply:  In a devotion, Rick Warren encourages us to dedicate ourselves to 

God in the New Year, by saying, Whatever it takes, Anytime, Anywhere, Anyway.  He says, 
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“I won't be captivated by culture, manipulated by ciritics, motivated by praise, frustrated by 

problems, debilitated by temptation, or intidimated by the devil.  I'll keep on running the race 

with my eyes on the goal, not the sidelines or those running by me.”  Also, no matter how 

bad things get, or how dark life appears to be, we can still focus on God, we can still choose 

to praise Him and thank Him.  God wants to do a Genesis event in our lives this year, where 

He recreates us, gives us new life, brings life out of chaos.  Let us embrace that the Gospel is 

as wide and as deep as God's mercy.  As C.S. Lewis says, let us turn our backs on a “our 

congenital preference for safe investments and limited liabilities.”

 Let us recommit ourselves to coming to Jesus in worship, just as we are, and to 

welcoming His renewal of us, so we leave transformed.
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