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(O dEnean, QCome andWorshipO
W wewpsscecnuen e New Year Communion Homily

Intr oduction: New Year'sResolutions-dime to be renewedandreinvigoratedn our lives
andfaiths, to remembetthatlife canandneedsto changef we aretruly alive-worship,the
importanceand centrality of worship-Godis calling us to be peoplewho live andwalk in
worshipof Him. Whatwill thislook like?

Focusing on Glory

SolaGloria Dei; oneof the fundamentahffirmationsof the Reformation;o give Godalone
the glory. Suchan affirmation suggesteachof us gives glory to othersor to something.
Who do we adoreor praise? As humans,usually ourselvesfor we worshpat the altar of
pride, selfishnessand self centerednessOr perhapsour own children? In the Bible, the
termof glory suggestshe power personandpresencef God. Thetermsuggestshefire by
night andthe cloudsby day thatled andreinforcedthe reality of God'spowerand presence
with His peoplein the desert. Now, in Isaiah60, we see,QArise, shine,for your light has
come,and the glory of the Lord rises uponyou...Thenyou will look and be radiant, your
heartwill throb and swellwith joy.O The Lord is our light andour glory. The Lord is now
with us,is Godwith usor Emmanuel. PraiseGod! We canhavenewlife becausef Jesus,
who is the light of life, the light of our world, who rescuesus and who leadsus out of
darkness.In this New Year let usbefocusedon our needto give Godthe glory, to worship
Jesusto celebrateéhelife andlight He bringsus.

Come andWorship

In Matthew2:1-12,the wise mencometo worshipJesus.In doing so, they provide us too
with a role modelin how we mustresponduo the gift of Jesus. Theytell Herod, ONhee is
the onewhohasbeenborn King of the Jews? We sawHis star in the eastand havecometo
worshipHim...Oncomingto the house theysawthe child with his motherMary, and they
boweddownand worshippedHim.O Worshiprequireseffort, time, enegy andcommitment.
Thesewise menwenton alongjourneyto comeandworshipJesus.Theybroughtgifts. We
too canbring gifts to the greatesgift evergiven. Whatcanwe give the creatorandauthorof
our salvation? Our hearts. Worshiptransformsus. We areto be like the shepherdsfor as
Luke tells us in 2:20, Orhe shepheds returned, glorifying and praising God, for all the
thingstheyhad head and seenwhichwe just astheyhadbeentold.O Lastly, we comeas
we are,evenif our soulsarealittle grungyor dirty, and weleavetransformedandmadenew
full of joy andfull of praise.

Somewaysto apply: In a devotion,Rick Warrenencouragesis to dedicateourselvesto
Godin the New Yeat by saying,Whateverit takes Anytime, Anywhere Anyway. He says,
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Olwon't be captivatedby culture, manipulatedy ciritics, motivatedby praise,frustratedby

problemsdebilitatedby temptationor intidimatedby thedevil. I'll keeponrunningtherace
with my eyeson the goal, not the sidelinesor thoserunning by me.OAlso, no matterhow

badthingsget, or how darklife appeargo be,we canstill focuson God,we canstill choose
to praiseHim andthankHim. Godwantsto do a Genesiseventin our lives this year where
Herecreatesis, givesusnewlife, bringslife outof chaos.Let usembracehatthe Gospelis

aswide andas deepas God'smercy As C.S.Lewis says,let usturn our backson a Oour
congenitapreferencdor safeinvestmentsndlimited liabilities.O

Let us recommit ourselves to coming to Jesus in worship, just as we are, and to
welcoming His renewal of us, so we leave transformed.
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