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[ S, QCaught in the NetO
N i peacechurch net Psalm 1; Matthew 13:47-52

Introduction: Fishingwassomethingfamiliar to the disciplesandthusa usefulanalogyfor
thekingdom. Whatdoesit meanfor usto be caughtup in the netof His grace kingdomand
love? Whatdoesit meanthatJesuhascaughtusin His net?

Caught in His Net

Jesuss usingimageryfor a type of net, a seineor dragnetthat had corks at the top and
weightsat the bottom,andwasdrug throughthe sea. After filling up the net,the fishermen
sortedthroughtheir catch,discardingwhat was not usefulandkeepingwhat could be eaten
or sold. This parableand that of the wheatremindsus that the churchwill alwaysbe a
mixture of peoplewith differentagendas.It is not our job to sortthis out; rather it will be
thejob of Jesus. As humanbeings,we needto be awareof our propensityto judgeandto
be ungracious. We needto remembeithat we areall sinnersin the needof God'samazing
grace. We alsoneedto remembeithat whenwe fall into a beingjudgmentalit is typically
becauseave aretrying to run awayfrom our own issuesor sins. Every momentallows usto
chooseto decidewhetherwe will follow Jesusor whetherwe will follow our own agendas,
glorify Jesusor ourselves. Therewill be a judgmentand sifting in the churchandin the
world. Do we really know and follow the voice of Jesus? Do we restin and are we
contagiouswith His grace? Are we daily gratefulto Him andlife giving to others? Do we
haveripplesof grace andblessingflowing out of our heartsandlives?

The Old and the New

Jesugnadeit clearthatHe wasnot replacingthe Old with the New, but ratherthatHe was
fulfilling the old in a newway. Jesusshareshis brief parableon a teacherwho is like a
homeownerwho bringsout old andnewtreasures.Jesushadalreadyaffirmedin 5:17, Do
not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.” This alsofulfilled the promiseof Jeremial81 of the newcovenant
in 31:33,34,Qis is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,
declares the Lord, “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be
their God and they will be my people...For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sin no more.” Jesuss reinforcingthatthe new covenanis an extensionof whatGod
hasdonebefore. Godis not changingHis promisesor His character All of His promisesare
pointingto andarebeingfulfilled in Jesus.The kingdomof God s the fulfillment of all of
God'screativeand redemptivepromises,containingboth new and old treasures. Do you
treasurewhat God does? Do you treasureseeingpeopleunderstandvho they areto God?
Do youtreasureyour relationshipwith God? Whatdo you treasure?Godtreasuregou.
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