
ÒCaught in the NetÓ
Psalm 1; Matthew 13:47-52

Introduction:  Fishing was something familiar to the disciples and thus a useful analogy for 
the kingdom.  What does it mean for us to be caught up in the net of His grace, kingdom and 
love?  What does it mean that Jesus has caught us in His net?

Caught in His Net

  Jesus is using imagery for a type of net, a seine or dragnet that had corks at the top and 
weights at the bottom, and was drug through the sea.  After filling  up the net, the fishermen 
sorted through their catch, discarding what was not useful and keeping what could be eaten 
or sold.  This parable and that of the wheat reminds us that the church will  always be a 
mixture of people with different agendas.  It is not our job to sort this out; rather, it will  be 
the job of Jesus.    As human beings, we need to be aware of our propensity to judge and to 
be ungracious.  We need to remember that we are all sinners in the need of God's amazing 
grace.  We also need to remember that when we fall into a being judgmental it is typically 
because we are trying to run away from our own issues or sins.  Every moment allows us to 
choose, to decide whether we will  follow Jesus or whether we will  follow  our own agendas, 
glorify Jesus or ourselves.  There will  be a judgment and sifting in the church and in the 
world.  Do we really know and follow the voice of Jesus?  Do we rest in and are we 
contagious with His grace?  Are we daily grateful to Him and life giving to others?  Do we 
have ripples of grace and blessing flowing out of our hearts and lives?

The Old and the New

 Jesus made it clear that He was not replacing the Old with the New, but rather that He was 
fulfilling  the old in a new way.  Jesus shares this brief parable on a teacher who is like a 
home owner who brings out old and new treasures.  Jesus had already affirmed in 5:17, ÒDo 

not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them.”  This also fulfilled  the promise of Jeremiah 31 of the  new covenant 
in 31:33,34, ÒThis is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, 

declares the Lord, “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be 

their God and they will be my people...For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 

their sin no more.”   Jesus is reinforcing that the new covenant is an extension of what God 
has done before.  God is not changing His promises or His character.  All of His promises are 
pointing to and are being fulfilled in Jesus.  The kingdom of God is the fulfillment of all of 
God's creative and redemptive promises, containing both new and old treasures.  Do you 
treasure what God does?  Do you treasure seeing people understand who they are to God?  
Do you treasure your relationship with God?  What do you treasure?  God treasures you.
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