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In our culturetoday thereis alot of talk aboutmoney of recessionpf decreasingpomeand
accountvalues. How doesGodwant usto handlesuchdiscussion®r fears?

Being Shrewd

| don't mind sayingthat this commentmademe pausewhenl| first readthe text. | would
expectto readsomethingsuchasbe generousr selfless. Shrewdcanbe describedasbeing

practicalor clever Are we thinking eternally? This Manageris shrewdin seeingwhatis
comingandin planningfor it. Jesuds encouragingisto takeaneternalperspectiveon how
we view life and how we handle money by caring for otherswho will welcomeus to

heaven. Being shrewdthenis beingpreparedor eternity investingin His kingdom. Jesus
tells usin Luke 12:34,0dor whete your treasue is, there your heartwill be also.O Whereis
your heartthis morning?

Being Faithful

Often,| ponderwhetherl trustGod. Anotherkey questionis this: Do we live in a manner
thatallows Godto trustus? In His kingdom,trustis earnedrom faithfulnessin little things.
God is looking for peoplewho can be trustedin and who are faithful in large and small
things. This is why thereis no suchthing aswhite or harmlesdies. Everythingwe do and
say whetherlittle or large, impactsthe developmenbf our characternow andfor eternity
We seethis in Matthew 25:21, where JesussaysGod honorsfaithfulnessby saying, O\ell
done,goodand faithful servant! You havebeenfaithful with a fewthings; | will putyouin
charge of manythings. Comeandshaie your Mater'shappiness!O

Serving God

Jesusnakest clearthatwe mustbe carefulaboutwho we serve. Money caneasilybecome
our masterif we are not careful. We cannotservetwo masters,so we must carefully
examinewho it is we worship and serve. God knows our heartsand God treasuresand
valuesthingsthatare not of this world. Are you servingGod with how you spendmoney?
Do you consultGod beforespendingmoneyor with how to spendyour money? In the New
Testamentye seehow the disciplessharedeverythingthey had,asthey enjoyedkoinonia,a
termwhich meanspracticalsharing. In Acts 4:34,37, for example we aretold, Qhere were
no needypersonsaamongthem...monefromthe saleswasput at the apostlesfeet,andit was
distributed to anyoneas they had need.O We serve God by being faithful and shrewd
stewardsby seeingall we haveasbelongingto Him, by practicallysharingwith others.
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