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Introduction: How thankful are you?  How much whining and moaning and 

complaining do you do each day?  

Being Forgiven  

 These days, our culture gets very squeamish when it comes to sin.  We know that sin and 

evil are real, it just is more convenient to spot or to see it in others rather than in us.  But, if 

we want to revel in grace, we must first affirm that we are sinners, that apart from Jesus, we 

have no hope to ever make things right between us and God.  It is interesting that Jesus uses 

the word here of debts.  Sin has a dire impact on our relationship with Him.  Each of our sins 

result in an increasing level of alienation and estrangement from God.  Our sins cause us to 

be in debt to Him, one we cannot pay on our own.  Notice too that Jesus speaks of sins in 

broad strokes.  Every culture and every person typically has their own list of sins, graded out 

by worse and worser.  To God, each and every sin is equally damaging.  If we want to be 

forgiven by God, we must first acknowledge that we have sinned against Him, for as we 

affirm in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness.”   Have your lives been changed and marked by 

forgiveness?

Loving Jesus 

 In connection with this parable, we find this woman who without any concern for what 

others will think worships Jesus in thankfulness.  Jesus suggests that the extent to which we 

embrace being forgiven will translate into how we respond in thanks to God.  This woman 

acts in stark contrast to His Pharisee host.  It was customary then for a host to wash a guest's 

shoes and feet, for the roads there were dirty and dusty.  A good host would also welcome a 

guest with a kiss on the cheek and with oil on his head.  The host does neither.  The woman, 

however, steps into the gap.  This woman apparently had been known for and defined by the 

public nature of her sinfulness.  This woman has been touched by God's grace and mercy, by 

His tender love and tender forgiveness.  She reacts in gratitude.  She gave Jesus her most 

valuable possession, her heart in thanks.  She poured out valuable perfume on him.  She 

kissed His feet.  She wiped His feet with her hair.  Jesus does know her, Jesus accepts her 

thanks.  Jesus honors her tears of joy and of thanksgiving.  The Holy Spirit will reveal to us 

our need for Jesus, the dark pockets of sin and of ungratitude that we still hold onto.  Are we 

willing to welcome Jesus with tears of joy and of thanks?  Will we cry over how His grace is 

even greater than our sin?  This woman knew where she had been, and she knew that now 

she could have a new life.  She was thankful.  How thankful are you for your new life in 
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Christ?  This reminds us of the time in Luke 17, when Jesus healed ten lepers and only one 

came back to thank Him.  Jesus told him in 17:19, “your faith has made you well.”  

Saving Faith

 Jesus tells her two compelling things:  “Your sins are forgiven,” and “Your faith has saved 

you.  Go in peace.”  Jesus reiterates that she is forgiven, saying, “Therefore, I tell you, her 

many sins have been forgiven-for she loved much.  But he who has been forgiven little loves 

little.”    It is important to point out that her love is not the basis for, but the evidence of her 

forgiveness.  Her faith in Jesus and in His grace leads to her salvation.  Her tearful joy and 

gratitude reveals the nature of her faith.  What is saving faith?  Saving faith is knowing that 

Jesus has died and paid the price for our sins.  A missionary in India was presenting the 

Gospel in pictures to a quiet crowd, when he came to the cross.  A man jumped up and 

shouted, “Come down from that cross, Jesus.  That is my place, not yours.”  What response 

to the cross do you have?  Saving faith is rooted in Jesus, and is shown in our gratitude to 

and joyful praise of Him.  
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