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Intr oduction: How canwe welcomeandworshipJesugoday?
Giving Jesus ourBest

In this passage\ary gaveJesudherbest,by literally pouringout herheartbeforeHim.
Mary, unlike therestof thedisciplesgotit. SheknewthatJesusvasaboutto die andwhy He
wasdying. Mary took hercustomaryplaceat the feet of Jesus.In Jewishculture,whenyou
satat someone'seet,you learnedfrom them,you werein a student-teachaelationship.As a
result,Mary sawthe pain andanguishin His eyesandthe weight He wascarrying. In this
act, sheshowedthe extravagancanddepthof herlove. Mary gaveJesusher mostvaluable
possessionon onelevel, the perfume;on a deepelevel, herheartandherlove. This perfume
was expensivejt would be $10,000now or oneyear'swagesat thattime. Not only that but
shegaveHim her glory, for in the Hebrewculture,a woman'sglory waslinked to her hair.
Whenshelet out herhairto wipe His feet,sheworshippedHim andgaveHim herglory.

Marthaworshippedlesudn a differentway, by servingHim with a glad heart. Service is
worshipwhendonein faith, whendonewith a heartthatis full of praiseto God. Before,Jesus
hadchidedMary for beinguptightaboutservice. Thereis no suchchiding here,for Marthais
giving Jesusher best,by servingwith a thankful heart. MarthaworshippedJesuswith her
perspiration. Shegavehim her heartand worship. Lazarusis our third specific exampleof
giving Jesusour best,our worshipandour heart. Lazaruswasthe starwitnessfor Jesus.The
opponentsof Jesussimply could not overcomeHis witness. Lazaruswas an irresistable
attraction. Lazarustestifiednot to whathe could do for Jesusput to what Jesushaddonefor
him. Lazarusworshippedlesusoy sharingwhatwasmostimportantto him, his new life and
his relationshipwith Christ.

What is most importantto you? Status? Possessions?Children? Cars? Houses? G.
CampbellMorgansays,Q would rather be a successoto Mary of Bethanyrather thanto the
wholecrowd of disciplesO May this be true for ustoo. Is our life attractivebecauselesuss
in us? Godwill meetusaswe cometo Him in prayerandin study aswe chooseto sit at the
feetof Jesuswith determinationsincerity anda quietspirit. Thereis nothingthatcanreplace
spendingtime with Jesusf we wantto becomedike Jesus. So.let uswelcomeHis presence,
let usworshipHim by giving Him our best,by giving Him our hearts..
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Welcoming andWorshipping Jesus

As JesusenteredJerusalemthe crowds worshippedand welcomedHim. Jesusentered
Jerusalento showusthatHe is our Passovet.amb,thatHe hascometo takeawaythe sinsof
the world. Josephusthe Jewishhistorian,tells us that one yeara censuswvas takenof how
manylambswerebroughtinto Jerusalento be slainfor Passover The countwas256,500for
thatyearalone. WhenJesusnteredlerusalentHe wasliterally surroundedy the otherlambs
thatwerealsointendedfor sacrifice. Four dayslater, astheselambswere beingslaughtered,
sotoo wasJesusasthe ultimate Passovet.amb. Now, the Angel of Deathwill passover us,
if we trust and hopein Jesusalone. This is a clear fulfilment of Isaiah53, where Isaiah
prophesiesn 53:4-7, But He was pierced for our transgessionsHe was crushedfor our
iniquities..\¢ all, like sheephavegoneastray eachof us haveturnedto our ownway; and
theLord haslaid on Him theiniquity of usall. He wasoppressedand afflicted,yetHe did not
openHis mouth;butwasled like a lambto the slaughterandasa sheepbefore her sheaersis
silent,soHe did notopenHis mouthO

Jesus also redefined their expectations. Palm branches were linked to nationalism (s
as vines). In the Maccabean period, palms were on money and palms were a part of the
celebratory procession of the Jews when the Maccabees rededicated the temple in 164 B.C
and at their full national independence in 141 B.C. In waving these branches, the crowds w
showing their belief and hope in Jesus as their national delivégsus showed that He was
fulfilling their hopes in a diferent way Jesus rode into town on a donkeyich is a royal
animal but also a humble animal of service. Unlike other human kings sAtéxaeder
Tiberius and Napoleon, Jesus showed His power in His own death. Israel expected their
Messiah to come as a political and military deliverdsus knew this but He also knew of our
deeper needs to be delivered from our sins.

Thecrowdsworshippedlesus.In doingso,the promisesof Godwerefulfilled: suchasPsalm
118:21-2,27 O will give you thanks,for your have answeed me; you have becomemy
salvation. the stonethe builders haverejectedhas becomethe capstone...Théord is God,
and He hasmadeHis light shineuponus.O And Zechariah9:9, GRejoicegreatly, O Daughter
of Zion! Shout,Daughterof Jerusalem! See,your king comesto you, righteousand having
salvation,gentleand riding on a donkeyO What are you expectingout of God? Are your
expectation®f Him gettingin your way of enjoyingall He hasfor you? Are youwilling to let
God exceedand evenblow away your greatestexpectations?Are you willing to welcome
Him into everyareaof your life andheart? Are you willing to worshipHim in the midst of
your doubts,strugglesandpain? May our answerde yes,andmay our voicesring out: God
is good!
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