
ÒWelcoming and Worshipping JesusÓ
Zechariah 9:9-17; John 12:1-19

Palm Sunday 2007

Intr oduction:  How can we welcome and worship Jesus today?

Giving Jesus our Best

In this passage, Mary gave Jesus her best, by literally pouring out her heart before Him.  
Mary, unlike the rest of the disciples got it.  She knew that Jesus was about to die and why He 
was dying.  Mary took her customary place at the feet of Jesus.  In Jewish culture, when you 
sat at someone's feet, you learned from them, you were in a student-teacher relationship.  As a 
result, Mary saw the pain and anguish in His eyes and the weight He was carrying.   In this 
act, she showed the extravagance and depth of her love.  Mary gave Jesus her most valuable 
possession: on one level, the perfume; on a deeper level, her heart and her love.  This perfume 
was expensive, it would be $10,000 now or one year's wages at that time.  Not only that but 
she gave Him her glory, for in the Hebrew culture, a woman's glory was linked to her hair.  
When she let out her hair to wipe His feet, she worshipped Him and gave Him her glory.  

 Martha worshipped Jesus in a different way, by serving Him with a glad heart.  Service  is 
worship when done in faith, when done with a heart that is full of praise to God.  Before, Jesus 
had chided Mary for being uptight about service.  There is no such chiding here, for Martha is 
giving Jesus her best, by serving with a thankful heart.  Martha worshipped Jesus with her 
perspiration.  She gave him her heart and worship. Lazarus is our third specific example of 
giving Jesus our best, our worship and our heart.  Lazarus was the star witness for Jesus.  The 
opponents of Jesus simply could not overcome His witness.  Lazarus was an irresistable 
attraction.  Lazarus testified not to what he could do for Jesus, but to what Jesus had done for 
him.  Lazarus worshipped Jesus by sharing what was most important to him, his new life and 
his relationship with Christ.

 What is most important to you?  Status?  Possessions?  Children?  Cars?  Houses?  G. 
Campbell Morgan says, ÒI would rather be a successor to Mary of Bethany rather than to the 
whole crowd of disciples.Ó  May this be true for us too.  Is our life attractive because Jesus is 
in us?  God will  meet us as we come to Him in prayer and in study, as we choose to sit at the 
feet of Jesus with determination, sincerity, and a quiet spirit.  There is nothing that can replace 
spending time with Jesus if  we want to become like Jesus.  So. let us welcome His presence, 
let us worship Him by giving Him our best, by giving Him our hearts..  
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Welcoming and Worshipping Jesus

 As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds worshipped and welcomed Him.  Jesus entered 
Jerusalem to show us that He is our Passover Lamb, that He has come to take away the sins of 
the world.  Josephus, the Jewish historian, tells us that one year a census was taken of how 
many lambs were brought into Jerusalem to be slain for Passover.  The count was 256,500 for 
that year alone.  When Jesus entered Jerusalem He was literally surrounded by the other lambs 
that were also intended for sacrifice.  Four days later, as these lambs were being slaughtered, 
so too was Jesus, as the ultimate Passover Lamb.  Now, the Angel of Death will  pass over us, 
if  we trust and hope in Jesus alone.  This is a clear fulfillment of Isaiah 53, where Isaiah 
prophesies in 53:4-7, ÒBut He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities..We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us have turned to our own way; and 
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not 
open His mouth; but was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
silent, so He did not open His mouth.Ó  

 Jesus also redefined their expectations.  Palm branches were linked to nationalism (such 
as vines).  In the Maccabean period, palms were on money and palms were a part of the 
celebratory procession of the Jews when the Maccabees rededicated the temple in 164 B.C. 
and at their full national independence in 141 B.C.  In waving these branches, the crowds were 
showing their belief and hope in Jesus as their national deliverer.  Jesus showed that He was 
fulfilling their hopes in a different way.  Jesus rode into town on a donkey, which is a royal 
animal but also a humble animal of service.  Unlike other human kings such as Alexander, 
Tiberius and Napoleon, Jesus showed His power in His own death.  Israel expected their 
Messiah to come as a political and military deliverer.  Jesus knew this but He also knew of our 
deeper needs to be delivered from our sins.

 The crowds worshipped Jesus.  In doing so, the promises of God were fulfilled: such as Psalm 
118:21-2, 27 ÒI will  give you thanks, for your have answered me; you have become my 
salvation.  the stone the builders have rejected has become the capstone...The Lord is God, 
and He has made His light shine upon us.Ó  And Zechariah 9:9, ÒRejoice greatly, O Daughter 
of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey.Ó  What are you expecting out of God?  Are your 
expectations of Him getting in your way of enjoying all He has for you?  Are you willing to let 
God exceed and even blow away your greatest expectations?  Are you willing  to welcome 
Him into every area of your life and heart?  Are you willing to worship Him in the midst of 
your doubts, struggles and pain?  May our answers be yes, and may our voices ring out:  God 
is good!
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