
ÒThank God It's Friday!Ó
Good Friday 2007

 First Word:  ÒFather, forgive them; for they know not what they do--Luke 23:32-38

 In this first text, Jesus reminds us of the importance of forgiveness, and not just 
forgiveness, but preemptive forgiveness.  Jesus prays for His worst enemies, who are 
entirely clueless of their need to be forgiven.  This should not be a surprise, as a key element 
of Jesus's message was forgiveness.  As Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:44, 6:14-15, ÒBut I tell 
you:  Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you...For if you forgive people 
when they sin against you, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive people their sins, your father will not forgive your sins.Ó  Jesus extended the essential 
need to forgive to those who are the hardest to forgive, to our enemies.  I was pondering the 
radical nature of forgiveness this week, as I read of the death of Darryl Stingley.  Now I love 
the Raiders,  but the behavior of Jack Tatum towards Stingley was wrong.  Tatum made a 
needlessly brutal hit on Stingley causing him to be paralyzed and wheelchair bound for life, 
and in essence shortening his life span.  Tatum never came to Stingleyto ask forgiveness.  
Did this stop Stingley?  NO!  Stingley said , One person deliberately hurt another person.  
I'm not in denial about it.  He said he went out there to hurt and maim people.  But for me to 
go on and adapt to a new way of life, I had to forgive him...Human nature teaches us to hate, 
God teaches us to love."  His obituary title:  A Victim who could forgive (from sfgate).  On 
the cross, Jesus knew the foremost need we have is to be forgiven, that each of us who have 
put Him there need to be forgiven.  On the cross, Jesus shows the radical nature of grace. Are 
you basking in and extending this radical forgiveness tonight? 

Second Word:  ÒToday thou shalt be with me in paradiseÓ
Luke 23: 39-43

 The key word here is today.  We can enter into paradise today, if  we are actively committed 
to and engaged in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Paradise is wherever and whenever we 
are with Jesus and eternal life will  be when we enjoy the Person and presence of God 
forever.  Paradise was originally a Persian word for a pleasure garden.  In the Bible, it 
symbolizes the end times state in which God and humanity are restored to the perfect 
fellowship that existed before sin entered our world.  In Revelation 2:7, for instance, we are 
promised, Òto them who overcome, I will  give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in 
the paradise of God.Ó  This text shows us that God is not afraid to get mixed up in the 
messyness of life.  Jesus was willing to minister to and reach out to those who were open, 
regardless of where they had been and what they had done.    Are you experiencing His 
paradise and presence tonight?  Why or why not?  

Third Word:  ÒWoman, Behold thy Son!  Son, Behold Thy MotherÓ
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John 19:26-7

 We hear a lot about being pro-family in the Church these days.  What about Jesus?  Is He 
pro-family?  Family was a problem for Jesus.  People questioned his parentage (or who His 
father was).  His mother at times put demands on Him.  Other times, He taught principles 
that did not reinforce families.  Listen to some of His teachings from Matthew 4:19, 8:22, 
10:35, 12:50:  ÒHere are my mother and brothers.  For whoever does the will  of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister and mother...Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace 
to the earth, I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come to turn a man 
against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law, a man's enemies will  be the members of his own household..Follow me and let the dead 
bury the dead...Come, follow me, and I  will  make you fishers of men."   Here, Jesus began 
the formation of a new family, not based on our blood, but based on His.   Now, the reality of 
family has been expanded and extended to the church, to being bonded and united by our 
shared beliefs and shared faith.  Are you letting others be your family tonight?  Are you 
letting Jesus expand your notion and view of family?

Fourth Word:  ÒMy God. My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?
Matthew 27:45-49

 This text is a particularly soul tugging passage.  Jesus says Eloi, Eloi, Lama Saachthani.  
Matthew makes sure there is no misunderstanding of what is said, for it is said in the original 
and then is translated.  In doing so, Jesus quoted Psalm 22:1-5, where David says, ÒMy God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my 
words of groaning.  O My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not 
silent.  Yet you are enthroned as the holy One;  you are the praise of Israel.  In you our 
fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.  They cried to you and were 
saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointedÓ  Jesus' comment reflects the 
dereliction, desolation, loss, abandonment, isolation, distance and doubt that He experienced 
in that moment.  Perhaps it may be unexpected coming from Jesus, but it also reflects the 
intensity of the pain He suffered for us.  Jesus was taking upon Himself the alienation and 
estrangement we have caused with our own sin.  This statement then should bring us comfort 
for now we know that Jesus has shared in all of our humanity, including the pain and anguish 
of feeling far from God.  This evening, let us repent of how we have caused Him pain.

Fifth Word:  ÒI ThirstÓ
John 19:28-29

 As believers, we affirm that Jesus was both fully  human and fully  God.  This word shows us 
how He is fully  human.  After all the abuse and punishment that He had been through in His 
final hours, it should be no surprise that He was thirsty.  This text reminds us of how real His 
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suffering and pain was.  In Psalm 69:21, David says, ÒThey put gall in my food and gave me 
vinegar for my thirst.Ó  Jesus' death on the cross fulfilled  this prophecy.  In the Bible, to 
thirst also meant to long for something, as if  we cannot live without it, to be desperate for 
something.  In this sense, perhaps He was longing or desperate to feel and to sense God's 
presence.    As David says in Psalm 42:1-2, ÒAs the deer pants for streams of water, so my 
soul pants for you, O God.  My sould thirsts for the God, for the living God.  When can I go 
and meet with God?Ó  What are you thirsty for this evening?

Sixth Word:  ÒIt is FinishedÓ
John 19:30

 This text reflects how Jesus saw His task and purpose as being fulfilled.   He had completed 
His charge, His call, His purpose.  Jesus had succeeded and had done it.  His work was done.  
As Isaiah 53:12 tells us, ÒBecause He poured out His life unto death, and was numbered with 
the transgressors.  For He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressorsÓ.  Jesus did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  God has fixed the mess 
and the problem we created for ourselves in the Garden of Eden.  Our debt has been paid.  
As Jesus says in Luke 12:52, :Óbut I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am 
until it is completed!Ó and from John 4:34, ÒMy food is to do the will  of Him who sent me 
and to finish His work.Ó  On the cross, Jesus fulfilled His charge and fulfilled God's promises 
to save us.  Are we willing  to embrace what Christ has done for us?

Seventh Word:  ÒInto Thy HandsÓ
Luke 23:46-49

 In saying this, Jesus took His life out of the hands of His tormenters.  God was in control, 
God was sovereign, God was in charge.  Jesus placed His life in God's hands.  There is a 
way to die, and Jesus shows us how to die with faith.  Jesus surrendered His life to God, all 
throughout His life and especially at His death.  Jesus' life was not taken, for Jesus gave His 
life to God so that we may now have new life.  In doing so, Jesus quotes Psalm 31:5, which 
says, ÒInto your hands I commit my spirit;  redeem me, O Lord, the God of truth.Ó  Peter 
affirms this in 1 Peter 2:23, saying, ÒWhen they hurled their insults at Him, He did not 
retaliate, when He suffered, He made no threats.  Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who 
judges justly.Ó  Jesus, in life and death, shows us how to trust God.  Will  we follow  His lead?  
Will we surrender all of who we are to our good and gracious God?
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