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First Word: OFather forgive them; for they know not what they do--Luke 23:32-38

In this first text, Jesus reminds us of the importance giieness, and not just
forgiveness, but preemptive fveness. Jesus prays for His worst enemies, who are
entirely clueless of their need to begmwen. This should not be a surprise, as a key element
of Jesus's message wagjioeness.As Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:44, 6:14-18ui0 tell
you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you...For if gime foeople
when they sin against you, your Heavenly Father will alsgiveryou. But if you do not
forgive people their sins, your father will notdare your sin® Jesus extended the essential
need to fogive to those who are the hardest t@iee, to our enemies. | was pondering the
radical nature of f@jiveness this week, as | read of the death of Darryl Stindeyv | love
the Raiders, but the behavior of Jdetum towards Stingley was wron@atum made a
needlessly brutal hit on Stingley causing him to be paralyzed and wheelchair bound for life,
and in essence shortening his life spdatum never came to Stingleyto askgiweness.

Did this stop Stingley? NO! Stingley sai®ne person deliberately hurt another person.
I'm not in denial about it. He said he went out éh&er hurt and maim people. But for me to
go on and adapt to a new way of life, | had t@iee him...Human naterteaches us to hate,
God teaches us to loveHis obituary title: A Victim who could forgive (from sfgate). On
the cross, Jesus knew the foremost need we have is tgbemrthat each of us who have
put Him there need to be fpven. On the cross, Jesus shows the radical nature of race.
you basking in and extending this radicaieeness tonight?

SecondwWord: OToday thou shalt be with me in paradiseO
Luke 23: 39-43

Thekeyword hereis today We canenterinto paradisgoday if we areactively committed

to andengagedn our relationshipwith JesusChrist. Paradises whereverandwhenevemwe
are with Jesusand eternallife will be when we enjoy the Personand presenceof God
forever Paradisewas originally a Persianword for a pleasuregarden. In the Bible, it
symbolizesthe end times state in which God and humanity are restoredto the perfect
fellowship that existedbeforesin enteredour world. In Revelation2:7, for instancewe are
promised Qo themwhoovercome,l will givetheright to eatfromthetreeof life, whichis in
the paradiseof GodO This text showsus that God is not afraid to get mixed up in the
messynessf life. Jesuswaswilling to ministerto andreachout to thosewho were open,
regardlessof wherethey had beenand what they had done.  Are you experiencingHis
paradiseandpresencéonight? Why or why not?

Third Word: OWbman, Behold thy Son! Son, Behol@hy MotherO
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John 19:26-7

We heara lot aboutbeingpro-family in the Churchthesedays. What aboutJesus?Is He

pro-family? Family wasa problemfor Jesus.Peoplequestionedis parentag€or who His

fatherwas). His motherat times put demandson Him. Othertimes, He taughtprinciples
that did not reinforcefamilies. Listento someof His teachingsdrom Matthew4:19, 8:22,
10:35,12:50: QHere are my motherandbrothers. For whoeverdoesthewill of my Fatherin

heavens mybrotherandsisterand mother..Do not supposehat | havecometo bring peace
to the earth, | did not cometo bring peace,but a swod. For | havecometo turn a man
againsthis father a daughteragainsther mothey a daughterin-law againsther motherin-

law, a man'senemiewill bethe memberof his ownhousehold..Followneandlet the dead
bury the dead...Comefollow me,and | will makeyou fishersof men." Here,Jesusbegan
theformationof a newfamily, notbasedon our blood,butbasedn His. Now, thereality of

family hasbeenexpandedand extendedo the church,to being bondedand united by our
sharedbeliefs and sharedfaith. Are you letting othersbe your family tonight? Are you

letting Jesusexpandyour notionandview of family?

Fourth Word: OMy God. My God,Why Have You Forsaken Me?
Matthew 27:45-49

This text is a particularly soul tugging passage.JesussaysEloi, Eloi, Lama Saachthani.
Matthewmakessurethereis no misunderstandingf whatis said,for it is saidin the original
andthenis translated.In doing so, JesusjuotedPsalm22:1-5,whereDavid says, My God,
my God, why haveyou forsakenme? Why are you so far from savingme, so far from my
words of groaning. O My God, | cry out by day, but youdo not answey by night,andamnot
silent. Yet you are enthionedas the holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In you our
fathers put their trust; they trustedand you deliveled them. Theycried to you and were
saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointe® Jesus'comment reflects the
dereliction,desolation)oss,abandonmenisolation,distanceanddoubtthat He experienced
in thatmoment. Perhapgt may be unexpecteccoming from Jesusput it alsoreflectsthe
intensity of the pain He sufferedfor us. Jesuswastaking uponHimself the alienationand
estrangemenwe havecausedvith our own sin. This statementhenshouldbring uscomfort
for nowwe know thatJesushassharedn all of our humanity includingthe painandanguish
of feelingfar from God. This evening et usrepentof how we havecauseddim pain.

Fifth Word; OIThirstO
John 19:28-29

As believerswe affirm thatJesusvasbothfully humanandfully God. Thisword showsus
how He is fully human. After all the abuseandpunishmenthatHe hadbeenthroughin His
final hours,it shouldbe no surprisethatHe wasthirsty. This textremindsusof how realHis
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suffering andpainwas. In Psalm69:21,David says,Orheyput gall in myfood and gaveme
vinegar for my thirst.O Jesusdeathon the crossfulfilled this prophecy In the Bible, to
thirst also meantto long for somethingasif we cannotlive without it, to be desperatdor
something. In this sense perhapsHe waslonging or desperatdo feel andto senseGod's
presence. As David saysin Psalm42:1-2, QAs the deer pantsfor streamsof water so my
soul pantsfor you, O God. My souldthirstsfor the God, for theliving God. Whencan| go
and meetvith God?OWhatareyou thirsty for this evening?

Sixth Word: Olt is FinishedO
John 19:30

This text reflectshow JesussawHis taskandpurposeasbeingfulfilled. He hadcompleted
His chage, His call, His purpose.Jesushadsucceededndhaddoneit. His work wasdone.
As Isaiah53:12tells us, BecauséHe poured out His life untodeath,andwasnumbeedwith
the transgessors. For He bore the sin of many and made intercession for the
transgessor®. Jesudid for us whatwe cannotdo for ourselves. God hasfixed the mess
andthe problemwe createdfor ourselvesn the Gardenof Eden. Our debthasbeenpaid.
As Jesussaysin Luke 12:52,:(but | havea baptismto undego, and how distressed am
until it is completet©and from John4:34, QVly food is to do the will of Him who sentme
andto finish His work O On the crossJesudulfilled His chage andfulfilled God'spromises
to saveus. Are we willing to embracavhatChristhasdonefor us?

SeventhWord: Olnto Thy HandsO
Luke 23:46-49

In sayingthis, Jesugook His life out of the handsof His tormenters. Godwasin control,
God wassovereign,God wasin chage. JesusplacedHis life in God'shands. Thereis a
way to die, and Jesusshowsus how to die with faith. JesussurrenderedHis life to God, all
throughoutHis life andespeciallyat His death. Jesuslife wasnot taken,for JesugyaveHis
life to God sothatwe maynow havenewlife. In doingso,JesugjuotesPsalm31:5,which
says,Onto your handsl commitmy spirit; redeemme, O Lord, the God of truth.O Peter
affirms this in 1 Peter2:23, saying, QVhenthey hurled their insults at Him, He did not
retaliate,whenHe suffeed, He madeno threats. Instead,He entrustedHimselfto Him who
judgesjustly.O Jesusin life anddeath,showsushowto trustGod. Will we follow His lead?
Will we surrendeall of who we areto our goodandgraciousGod?
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