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Intr oduction: What do you believe about Satan? Do you believe he is real? Do you
believein both heaverandhell? Do you believethat Satanis alive andatwork in theworld
all aroundus? How canwe standfirm?

God will keep you alert!

As Christians,it is vitally importantthat we stay spiritually alert, that as Petersaysin 5:8,

we (be self-contolled and alert. Your enemythe devil prowls around like a roaring lion

looking for someonéo devourO Peterhasjusttold usto castall of our caresandworrieson

Jesussince God caresaboutus. One of the main reasonsve mustdo so is the fact that
Satanis alive andactivein the world. Thereare differentimagesusedfor the devil in the
Scriptures,suchas a deceivingserpent(Genesis) the accuseror slandereror a beastand
sufiice it to saythatall of themarenegative. The word satanmeansadversaryandthe word

devil meansaccuser slanderer Satanthenis our enemy who seeksto harmanddestroy
us. We mustbe awakeand alert and we mustlet God be in control of our lives, actions,
thoughtsandwords. This is a recurringthemefor Petey for in 1 Peterl:13, Petersays,"

Thelefore, prepate your mindsfor action; be self-contolled; setyour hopefully onthegrace
to be givenyou whenJesusChrist is revealed' andin 4:7,"Theendis near Thelefore be
clear mindedand self-contolled, so that you can pray." Being God controlledthenmeans
that wearefocusedon prayerandhope.

Malcom Collins, arAfrican missionary has shared with churches what to do when
encountering a lion. First, don't flee, as the lion is much faster and will outrun you. Second,
try to look very brace and stare right into it's eyes. If succesful, the lion will back down and
run away Third, be prepared for attack. Have your spear ready and waiting in front of you.
The lion will land on the spear and be impaled. Satan is a bully who backs down when
confronted by Jesus and the crog#e cannot defeat Satan on our owre good news is
that Jesus has already done ¥hat God asks us to do is to be alert, to choose Him and to
choose JesusThe key question is whether we take God and Satan seriolstypftem we
are not fully aware of the reality of the spiritual warfare all around us.

God Will Enable You to Stand Firm

Peter in 5:9, sayswe must Qesisthim, standingfirm in the faith, becauseyou knowthat
your brothersthroughoutthe world are undegoing the samekind of sufferings.OThe key
hereis to do sorelying on Jesusratherthanon whatwe cando on our own. In Ephesians,
Paulmakesit clearthat we canonly standfirm if we arerootedin the Lord. Paulsaysin
6:10-13,"Finally, be strongin the Lord andin His mighty power Puton the full armor of
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God, so that you can take your standagainstthe devil's schemes.For our struggleis not
againstfleshand blood, but againstthe ruler, authorities,againstthe powersof this dark
world and againstthe spiritual forcesof evil in the heavenlyrealms. Theefore put on the
full armor of God,sothat whenthe day of evil comesyoumaybeableto standyour ground,
andafter you havedoneeverythingto stand” In addition,we canonly standfirm in Godif
we know His word for in Matthew 4:1-11, Jesuscountersevery temptationof Satanwith
Scripture. As Jamessaysin 4:7-8," Submityourselvesthen,to God. Resisthedevilandhe
will flee fromyou. Comenearto God and He will comenearto you" We needGod,we
needHis presencend protection,we needJesugo be our sureandsolid foundationif we
areto standfirm.

God Will RestoreYou

Not only will Godwatchoverusandstrengtherus, Godwill restoreusaswe trustin Him.

Petersaysin 5:10,"Andthe God of all grace,who calledyouto His eternalglory in Christ,

after youhavesuffeeda little while, will Himselfrestoe youand makeyou strong, firm and

steadfast. To Him be the power forever and forever Amen." The term restoreis that in

Greek, is katartizo, or to mendone'snets,to completethoroughly Godwantsto restorein

our lives what our sins havedamagedand harmed,to completeHis recreationof usin the

imageof Christ. Theword strong,or sthenouy meango give vigor to. Theword for firm is

sterizo, which meansto make something as solid as granite. The word steadfast,
themelioun, meango lay the foundations. God doesall of thesethingsfor us. We cannot
do themor evendreamof doingthemourselves. God wantsto blessus with more of Him

andmoreof Jesus.As we seein Psalm23 andPsalm51, Godis in therestorationbusiness.
David saysin 23:1-3a,"TheLord is my Shephat, | shall not bein want. He makesmelie

downin greenpastues,He leadsmebesidequietwaters,He restoesmysoul” He alsosays
in 51:10-12,"Createin mea cleanheart,O God,andrenewa right spirit within me. Do not

castmefromyour presenceor takeyour Holy Spirit fromme. Restoe to methe joy of your

salvationandgrantmea willing spirit to sustainme."

Where are you broken this mornin§f?here have you become bogged down in sin,

fear and distrust? How does God want to restore you today? He can do so if we are willing
to stand firm in the faith.
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