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Intr oduction: Whatis it all about-Shrek-reathe Bible. Joy!
Glorifying the Lord

Whathavewe beencreatedo do andto be? In our lives, who do we glorify andpraise?In

Genesisl:27, we learnthat we havebeencreatedin His image.What doesthis meanand
how do we live out beingin His image? In Daniel 7:14, Danieltells us of his vision where,
Jithe onelike a Sonof Man) was given authority, glory and soveeign power; all peoples,
nationsand menof everylanguageworshippedHim.O Paul echoesthis in his hymn from

Philippians2, saying,Cat the nameof Jesuseverykneeshouldbow in heavenand on earth
andunderthe earth,and everytongueconfesghat JesusChristis Lord, to the glory of God

the FatherO And asDavid saysin Psalm100:1-2,8houtfor joy to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness;comebefore Him with joyful songsO We are createdto

worship,to worshipJesusn everymoment. Do we haveheartsthatlove to worshipHim, to

serveHim, to prayto andto praiseHim?

In this text from Luke, Mary worshipsthe Lord, saying,OMy soul glorifies the Lord and my
spirit rejoicesin God my SaviorO Theword herefor soulis thatfor all of who sheis, so,she
worshippedhe Lord wholeheartedly It is alsoimportantto seewhoit is sheis worshipping.
Mary worshipsthe Lord, becaus®f who He is andbecaus®f whatHe hasdone. Zechariah
alsopraisesGod in this manney saying,Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because
He has comeand has redeemedhe peopleO This is significant, for our God is a God of
relationshipknownthroughoutime to His peopleasa Godof power presenceandgrace.

In one of the mostsimple and yet profoundaffirmations of our faith, in the first andthus
mostimportantquestionof the ShorterCatechismthe questionis asked: What is the chief
end of humanity: Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. Mary
andZecharialremindusthatjoy andworshiparea fundamentapart of Advent,andof life.
The comingandthe gift of Jesusamustresultin us praisingGodwith thanksgiving. We live
out His imagewhenwe glorify Him.

The Tender Mercy of God

Why do we worshipthe Lord with joy? Listento why Mary andZechariahpraisethe Lord:
"His mercy extendgo thosewhofear Him fromgenerationto generation...HdashelpedHis
servantlsrael,rememberingo be merciful to AbrahamandHis descendantirever evenas
He said to our fathers...Hehas raised up a horn of salvationfor us in the houseof His
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servantDavid (as he said through His holy prophetsof long ago)...toshowmery to our
fathers,and to remembeHis holy covenant...t@ive His peoplethe knowledgeof salvation
throughthe forgivenessf their sins,becauseof the tendermercy of our God, by whichthe
rising sunwill cometo usfrom heavento shinein the darknessandin the shadowof death,
to guideour feetinto the pathof peace." Godthenis to be praisedfor not His tendemmercy
Godis to be praisedfor sendingus Jesusfor giving usJesusasour light, asour hope,asour
peaceasourjoy andasasignof His love.

The Christianview of Godstoodin directcontrasto thatof the GreeksandJews. The
Greeksviewed God as being distant and dispassionate.The Jewsviewed God as being
demandingandthe essencef Law. Jesusshareswith usthatthe graceandtendermercyof
Godenervatesur relationshipwith Him, resultingin His sendingus Jesus.Do we view life
asagift of mercy? In his article,"It's a Wonder-full Life," EugenePetersordiscussesiow
the birth of Jesusgrabsour attention. Petersorsays,"There can't be very manyof us for
whomthe sheerfact of existencérasn'trockedus backon our heels. We takeoff our sandals
before the burning bush. We catch our breath at the sight of a plummetinghawk. Thank
you, God. We find ourselvedn a lavish existencen which we feel a deepsenseof kinship-
we belonghere; we saythankswith our livesto life. Andnotjust"Thanks"or "Thankit" but
‘ThankYou...."

May your Adventandlives befilled with wonderat His tendermercy in the gift of Jesus.
Whenhewrote a musicpiece,Bachwrote JJfor Jesu,Juva, for JesusHelp! And whenhe
finished,hewrote SDG, for SolaDeoGloria, for To God alone be the Glory. May we too
contiually ask Jesudfor help and give glory to God alone. May we breathedeeplyof His
tendermercyandbe Christ centeredandfocusedon God®will. In everymoment,may we
be motivatedby a desireto joyfully shout,solagloria dei, to give Godalonetheglory.
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