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Intr oduction: | havelearnedthatour needfor remindersoeginsearlyon. Lastnight, when
| told Isabellefor the thousandthtime or so to wash her handsand flush the toilet, |
wonderedo myself,whenwill shegetit? Whenwill | nothaveto remindher? How about
you? How oftendo you needremindersandrefreshers?

Reminders and Refeshers

God likes to remind us of who He is and who He wills us to be. God knows that our
memories,especiallyour spiritual memoriesare often too forgetful. In 2 Peter Peter
remindsus of this, saying, 5o will alwaysremindyou of thesethings, eventhoughyou
knowthemand are firmly establishedn thetruth younowhave. | think it is right to refresh
your memoryas long as | live in the tent of this bodyO The practiceof preachingand
pastoralcareis fundamentallyone of remindingandrefreshing. My job is to remindyou of
thingsyou may alreadyknow but thatyou arestill letting soakinto your spiritualdna. Peter
saysthis becauséie knows his time is fleeting. He refersto living in the tent of the body;
which was a phrasethat comesfrom the Old Testamentfrom whenthe patriarchslived in
tentsduringtheir journeyof faith. Theyhadno permanentesidencehen,for they wereon
their way to somethingbetter to what God had promisedthem. The word departurehereis
that of the Exodus,of exodos Becausdife is short,we needto be remindednow of who
Godis andwho He hascreatedusto be now.

Scriptureis full of reminders.Herearesomeof my favorites: from Joshual:9, (Havel not
commandedou? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged,
for | the Lord your Godwill bewith youwherreveryougo.OJeremiatremindsusin 29:11, O
knowthe plans| havefor you,declaesthe Lord, Golansto prosperyouandnotto harmyou,
plansto give you hopeand a future? As we seein Lamentations3:22-3, Becauseof the
Lord's greatlove we are not consumed{or His compassionseverfail. Theyare newevery
morning; great is your faithfulnessO Paul also sharestwo reminderswith us, in Romans
8:28, 39, saying,And we knowthat in all thingsGodworksfor the good of thosewho love
Him, whohavebeencalledaccoding to His purpose...Fott amconvincedhat neitherdeath
nor life, neither angelsnor demons,neither the presentnor the future, nor any powers,
neitherheightnor depth,nor anythingelsein all creation,will be able to separateus from
the love of Godthatis Christ Jesusour Lord.O Lastly, from Revelation21:4, we learn,(He
will wipe away everytear from their eyes. There will be no more deathor mourningor

crying or pain, for the old order of thingshaspassedawayO Scriptureis full of remindersof
God'spresencecare,love andgrace. Whatis God remindingyou of this morning? What
haveyou forgottenthatHe wantsto remindyou of?
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Eyewitnesses of His Majesty

We can believein theseScriptural remindersbecausehey cometo us from thosewho
personallysaw the powerful majesty of God. Petersays, OMe did not follow cleverly
inventedstorieswhenwetold youaboutthe powerand comingof our Lord JesusChrist, but
we were eyewitnessesf His majestyO Peterwitnessedfiirsthandthe glorious presenceof
God in andthroughJesusChrist. Petersaw all kinds of amazingthings, while following
Jesussuchasthe feeding of 5,000 and many healingsand deliverances. This makeshis
commentabout the Transfigurationcompelling. In that moment, he saw and heardthe
pleasureof Godin JesusywhenGodsaid O hisis My Son,whoml love; with Him | amwell
pleasedd Jesushadheardtheseexactwordsbeforeat His baptism but this wasbeforePeter
hadbeencalledto be His disciple(Matthew3). At the TransfigurationPetersawthatJesusO
face shownlike the sun, and His clothesbecamélike light, and that Jesuswas joined by
Mosesand Elijah (Matthew 17:1-8). Peterwas so awestruckthat he fell facedownto the
groundin holy terror. Petertestifiesto what He hasseenand heard. What haveyou seen
andheardin your lives? HopeandJoy ComfortandPresence.

Being Carried Along by the Holy Spirit

Not only arethe Scriptureshe sharingof real experiencesandeventstheyareinspiredby
God. Petertells them, OAnd we havethe word of the prophetsmademore certain, and you
will do well to pay attentionto it, asto a light shiningin a dark place...Forprophesynever
hadits origin in thewill of men,but menspokefrom God astheywetre carried along by the
Holy Spirit.O Peteris remindingthemand us, that the Bible is God'sWord, spokento the
prophetsandotherservantghroughthe Holy Spirit. As Paulremindsusin 2 Timothy 3:16,
QAll Scripture is God breathedand is usefulfor teaching,rebuking,correcting,and training
in righteousnes® In the Old Testamentthe mark andthe proof of false prophetswasthat
they spokeon their own, that they spokewhat they wantedto say ratherthanhearingfrom
or speakingfor God. How can we guard againstthis? First, Scripture can never be
understoodn one'sown or apartfrom the churchor wider faith community Secondwe
mustseekthe Holy Spirit's guidanceto understandvho we areandwho we canbein God,
for asPaultells usin 1 Corinthians2:14, Qhe personwithout the Spirit doesnot acceptthe
things that comefrom the Spirit of God, for they are foolishnesgo them,and they cannot
understandthem, becausethey are spiritually discernedO Third, we must be obedientto
Scripture,seekingto understandhow to applyit to our lives, ratherthanlooking for reasons
to discardit. TheWord is alight, a light thatshinesinto the darknessf our soulsandsins.
Will we welcomeinto our heartsthis brightlight, this light of theworld, Jesuswho hastold
us, @ AM the light of the world. Whoeverfollows mewill neverwalk in darknessbut will
havethelight of life.? John8:12. How areyou doing? Are you letting go of controland
allowing yourselfto be carriedalongby the Spirit?
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