
ÒRefreshing our MemoriesÓ
Psalm 111:1-11; 2 Peter 1:12-21
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Intr oduction:  I have learned that our need for reminders begins early on.  Last night, when 
I told Isabelle for the thousandth time or so to wash her hands and flush the toilet, I 
wondered to myself, when will  she get it?  When will I not have to remind her?   How about 
you?  How often do you need reminders and refreshers?

Reminders and Refreshers

 God likes to remind us of who He is and who He wills  us to be.  God knows that our 
memories, especially our spiritual memories are often too forgetful.  In 2 Peter, Peter 
reminds us of this, saying, ÒSo I will  always remind you of these things, even though you 
know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.  I think it is right to refresh 
your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body.Ó  The practice of preaching and 
pastoral care is fundamentally one of reminding and refreshing.  My job is to remind you of 
things you may already know but that you are still letting soak into your spiritual dna.  Peter 
says this because he knows his time is fleeting.  He refers to living in the tent of the body, 
which was a phrase that comes from the Old Testament, from when the patriarchs lived in 
tents during their journey of faith.  They had no permanent residence then, for they were on 
their way to something better, to what God had promised them.  The word departure here is 
that of the Exodus, of exodos.  Because life is short, we need to be reminded now of who 
God is and who He has created us to be now.  

 Scripture is full of reminders.  Here are some of my favorites:  from Joshua 1:9, ÒHave I not 
commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, 
for I the Lord your God will  be with you wherever you go.Ó Jeremiah reminds us in 29:11, ÒI 
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, Òplans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future?  As we see in Lamentations 3:22-3, ÒBecause of the 
Lord's great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.Ó  Paul also shares two reminders with us, in Romans 
8:28, 39, saying, ÒAnd we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
Him, who have been called according to His purpose...For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all  creation, will  be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is Christ Jesus our Lord.Ó  Lastly, from Revelation 21:4, we learn, ÒHe 
will  wipe away every tear from their eyes.  There will  be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.Ó  Scripture is full of reminders of 
God's presence, care, love and grace.  What is God reminding you of this morning?  What 
have you forgotten that He wants to remind you of?  
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Eyewitnesses of His Majesty

 We can believe in these Scriptural reminders because they come to us from those who 
personally saw the powerful majesty of God.  Peter says, ÒWe did not follow cleverly 
invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.Ó  Peter witnessed firsthand the glorious presence of 
God in and through Jesus Christ.  Peter saw all kinds of amazing things, while following 
Jesus, such as the feeding of 5,000 and many healings and deliverances.  This makes his 
comment about the Transfiguration compelling.  In that moment, he saw and heard the 
pleasure of God in Jesus, when God said ÒThis is My Son, whom I  love; with Him I am well 
pleased.Ó  Jesus had heard these exact words before at His baptism, but this was before Peter 
had been called to be His disciple (Matthew 3).  At the Transfiguration, Peter saw that JesusÕ 
face shown like the sun, and His clothes became like light, and that Jesus was joined by 
Moses and Elijah (Matthew 17:1-8).  Peter was so awestruck that he fell facedown to the 
ground in holy terror.  Peter testifies to what He has seen and heard.  What have you seen 
and heard in your lives?  Hope and Joy.  Comfort and Presence.

Being Carried Along by the Holy Spirit

  Not only are the Scriptures the sharing of real experiences and events, they are inspired by 
God.  Peter tells them, ÒAnd we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you 
will  do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place...For prophesy never 
had its origin in the will  of men, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.Ó  Peter is reminding them and us, that the Bible is God's Word, spoken to the 
prophets and other servants through the Holy Spirit.  As Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy 3:16, 
ÒAll Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training 
in righteousness.Ó  In the Old Testament, the mark and the proof of false prophets was that 
they spoke on their own, that they spoke what they wanted to say, rather than hearing from 
or speaking for God. How can we guard against this?  First, Scripture can never be 
understood on one's own or apart from the church or wider faith community.  Second, we 
must seek the Holy Spirit's guidance to understand who we are and who we can be in God, 
for as Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 2:14, Òthe person without the Spirit does not accept the 
things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to them, and they cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.Ó  Third, we must be obedient to 
Scripture, seeking to understand how to apply it to our lives, rather than looking for reasons 
to discard it.  The Word is a light, a light that shines into the darkness of our souls and sins.  
Will we welcome into our hearts, this bright light, this light of the world, Jesus, who has told 
us, ÒI AM the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will  never walk in darkness but will 
have the light of life.?    John 8:12.    How are you doing?  Are you letting go of control and 
allowing yourself to be carried along by the Spirit?
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