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June 10, 2007

Psalm 19:1-12; 1 Peter 4:12-19

Intr oduction:  Glory.  What does this word mean?  For us as believers, to give God glory 
means to worship God for who He is, for God's glory is linked to who He is.  How can we 
joyfully glorify Him in our lives?

Don't be Surprised!

 Do you like to be surprised by God?  What do you expect from God or from being a 
Christian?  I  find it is hard to be a believer, for I  can no longer excuse my sins away.  The 
world is also hostile to God, for no one likes to be told or reminded of their sin.  God tells us 
not to be surprised at how we will  have to deal with persecution because of Him.  Peter tells 
us in 4:12, ÒDear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you.Ó  The Foxe's Book of Martyrs and the Voice of 
the Martyrs reminds us that discipleship and trials go hand in hand.  In fact, if  we look back 
at our lives and don't see trials, we should ponder whether we have truly embarked on the 
journey of discipleship.  Jesus says in John 15:19-20, ÒAs it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  This is why the world hates you.  Remember 
the words I  spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than the master.  If  they persecuted me, they 
will  persecute you also.Ó  

There is a price to be paid in order to live for Christ and to share Christ's light in a 
dark world.   If  we are to be surprised by anything God does, may we be surprised by how 
much greater and grander is the nature of His goodness,  love, mercy and compassion.  There 
is a trend today to preaching on the blessing of prosperity.  I believe this is wrong.  The 
blessing and the promise of God is that of His abiding presence.  

Rejoicing in His Glory

 One of the most important choices we make in life is how we will  respond to God when we 
are going through trying times.  Will  we get mad at Him?  Will  we question His goodness?  
Or will  we rejoice in His glory?  The good news is that joy is to be a fundamental part of our 
daily lives, as people who are filled with the Holy Spirit and who enjoy His fruit (Galatians 
5:22).  Paul calls us in Philippians 4:4 to ÒRejoice in the Lord always.  I  will  say it again:  
rejoice.Ó   Peter tells us to be overjoyed by His glory, His Shekinah.  God's glory, or the 
Shekinah was present, for example, at Mt. Sinai when the Law was delivered, filled the 
tabernacle, was with the ark of the covenant when it was brought into the temple.  Such 
glory, the glory of the Person and Presence of God rests on us as we endure and overcome 
trials for Him.  Stephen's face in Acts 6:5, for example, shone like an angel right before they 
stoned him.  To rejoice is always the best choice.
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 In addition, we must make sure that the trials we face are not brought on by our own sinful 
behavior.  Peter tells us, ÒIf  you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other 
kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.Ó  The first part is clear, for if  you break the law, you 
will  be punished.  What about the word for meddler?  It is allotriepikopos, from two words, 
allotrios, which means belonging to one another, and episkopos, which means looking upon.  
It  means being a busybody or coveting what we should not do, such as sin.  We are to rejoice 
in His presence, no matter what or when, for He is with us and in us, and He will  guide us 
through all of life.

God Will Judge

 I have a confession to make.  I  am skilled at judging others.  You Judging others helps me 
feel better about myself.  Judging then makes me feel better at the expense of others.  How 
about you?  Do you like to judge others?  What does Jesus tell us to do?  Jesus says in Luke 
6:37-8, ÒDo not judge, and you will  not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will  not be 
condemned.  Forgive, and you will  be forgiven.  Give, and it  will  be given to you.Ó  God is 
judge and we are not.  It is our call to witness, proclaim and to let the Holy Spirit do the 
convicting and the judging.  Peter tells us God will  begin His judgement with the family of 
God and quotes Proverbs 11:31, that says, ÒIf  the righteous receive their due on earth, how 
much more the ungodly and the sinner.Ó  We must trust Him to do the judging.  Do you trust 
Him to do so?  Jesus will  judge us based on what is in the deepest and darkest recesses of 
our souls and hearts.  Gordon MacDonald tells us in The Life  God blesses, "We must do 
soul work relentlessly.  Soul work involves the work of frequent cleansing and the work of 
frequent refurbishing."  How much work are you putting in to your soul, to being healthy?  
We are to focus on being led by the Spirit in getting ourselves right with God, rather than 
worrying about others or the sins of others.  The principle is to focus on our own soul, rather 
than being preoccupied with the souls of others.

 Do we obey God as we should?  Faith and obedience go hand in hand.  Jesus demands 
obedience that is heart and soul deep.  Peter says we must entrust ourselves to God and 
continue to do good.  The Greek word here for trust is that of making a deposit for 
safekeeping, paratithesthai.  In the ancient world, there were no banks, so when you left on 
a trip, you left your money with a neighbor for safekeeping.  This was a big deal, and 
neighbors and their families were obligated to return the money.  God values us and will 
keep us safe, if  we choose to trust in Him.  We are to constantly commit ourselves to Him 
and to doing good.  We must constantly seek to obey Him.  The good news is that as we 
come into His presence, we can confess our sins and receive His forgiveness.  Are we 
choosing to glorify Him and praise Him this morning?  Let us do so in how we think, speak 
and act, so we can become more like Jesus and fan the flames of His Spirit in our lives.
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