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Intr oduction: Glory. Whatdoesthis word mean? For us as believers,to give God glory
meansto worship God for who He is, for God'sglory is linked to who He is. How canwe
joyfully glorify Him in ourlives?

Don't be Surprised!

Do you like to be surprisedby God? What do you expectfrom God or from being a
Christian? | find it is hardto be a believer for | canno longerexcusemy sinsaway The
world is alsohostileto God,for no onelikesto betold or remindedof their sin. Godtells us
not to be surprisedat how we will haveto dealwith persecutiorbecausef Him. Petertells
usin 4:12, Mear friends,do not be surprisedat the painful trial youare suffering,asthough
somethingstrangewere happeningto you.O The Foxe'sBook of Martyrs andthe Voice of
the Martyrs remindsusthatdiscipleshipandtrials go handin hand. In fact, if we look back
at our lives anddon't seetrials, we shouldponderwhetherwe havetruly embarkedon the
journey of discipleship. Jesussaysin John15:19-20,As it is, you do not belongto the
world, but | havechosenyou out of theworld. Thisis whytheworld hatesyou. Remember
thewords| spoketo you: 'No servantis greaterthanthe master If theypersecuteane,they
will persecutgoualso.O

Thereis a price to be paidin orderto live for Christandto shareChrist'slight in a
darkworld. If we areto be surprisedby anythingGod does,may we be surprisedoy how
muchgreaterandgranderis the natureof His goodness)ove, mercyandcompassion.There
is a trendtoday to preachingon the blessingof prosperity | believethis is wrong. The
blessingandthe promiseof Godis thatof His abidingpresence.

Rejoicing in His Glory

Oneof the mostimportantchoiceswe makein life is how we will respondo Godwhenwe
aregoingthroughtrying times. Will we getmadat Him? Will we questionHis goodness?
Or will we rejoicein His glory? Thegoodnewsis thatjoy is to be a fundamentapartof our
daily lives, aspeoplewho arefilled with the Holy Spirit andwho enjoy His fruit (Galatians
5:22). Paulcalls usin Philippians4:4 to GRejoicein the Lord always. | will sayit again:
rejoice.O Petertells us to be overjoyedby His glory, His Shekinah. God'sglory, or the
Shekinahwas present,for example,at Mt. Sinai when the Law was delivered,filled the
tabernaclewas with the ark of the covenantwhenit was broughtinto the temple. Such
glory, the glory of the Personand Presencef God restson us aswe endureand overcome
trials for Him. Stephen'$acein Acts 6:5, for example shonelike anangelright beforethey
stonedchim. To rejoiceis alwaysthebestchoice.
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In addition,we mustmakesurethatthetrials we facearenot broughton by our own sinful
behavior Petertells us, Of you suffer it shouldnot be as a murderer or thief or any other
kind of criminal, or evenas a meddleiO Thefirst partis cleat for if you breakthe law, you
will be punished.Whataboutthe word for meddler?It is allotriepikopos, from two words,
allotrios, which meansbelongingto oneanotheyandepiskoposwhich meandooking upon.
It meansbeinga busybodyor covetingwhatwe shouldnot do, suchassin. We areto rejoice
in His presenceno matterwhat or when,for He is with usandin us,andHe will guideus
throughall of life.

God Will Judge

| havea confessiorto make. | am skilled at judging others. You Judgingothershelpsme
feel betteraboutmyself. Judgingthenmakesme feel betterat the expenseof others. How

aboutyou? Do you like to judgeothers? WhatdoesJesudell usto do? Jesussaysin Luke

6:37-8, o not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemnand you will not be
condemned.Forgive, and youwill be forgiven. Give,andit will be givento youO Godis
judgeandwe arenot. It is our call to witness,proclaimandto let the Holy Spirit do the
convictingandthe judging. Petertells us Godwill beginHis judgementwith the family of

God and quotesProverbsl1:31, that says,Of the righteousreceivetheir due on earth, how
muchmore the ungodlyand the sinner® We musttrustHim to do thejudging. Do you trust
Him to do so? Jesuswill judgeus basedon whatis in the deepestind darkestrecesse®f

our soulsand hearts. GordonMacDonaldtells usin The Life God blesses"We mustdo

soul work relentlessly Soulwork involvesthe work of frequentcleansingand the work of

frequentrefurbishing” How muchwork areyou putting in to your soul, to being healthy?
We areto focuson beingled by the Spirit in getting ourselvesight with God, ratherthan
worrying aboutothersor the sinsof others. The principleis to focuson our own soul, rather
thanbeingpreoccupiedvith thesoulsof others.

Do we obey God as we should? Faith and obediencego handin hand. Jesusdemands
obediencethat is heartand soul deep. Petersayswe must entrustourselvesto God and
continueto do good. The Greek word here for trust is that of making a deposit for
safekeepingparatithesthai. In theancientworld, therewereno banks,sowhenyou left on
a trip, you left your money with a neighborfor safekeeping. This was a big deal, and
neighborsand their families were obligatedto returnthe money God valuesus and will
keepus safe,if we chooseto trustin Him. We areto constantlycommit ourselvesdo Him
andto doing good. We mustconstantlyseekto obey Him. The good newsis that aswe
come into His presencewe can confessour sins and receive His forgiveness. Are we
choosingto glorify Him andpraiseHim this morning? Let usdo soin how we think, speak
andact,sowe canbecomemorelike Jesusandfan theflamesof His Spiritin our lives.
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