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The Promise: GodWith Us

Whatis your functionaltheologyaboutthe Personand Presencef God? Do you believe

thatHe is with usandin us? Do you actandlive asif He is with usandin us? Oneof the
greatestpromisesof Scriptureis that God is with us. No matter what we see,feel or
experiencall aroundus, Godis with us, Godis for us,Godis in us. In Isaiah,we receive
this promiseof God'spresenceas Godtells us, Orheefore the Lord Himselfwill giveyoua
sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him
Immanuel.O The namelmmanuelis one that resonateswith our souls and that is in our
hymns,for it meansGod with us. Our God is not indifferentor distantto or from us, but
ratheris with us,nearusandall aroundus. It is Godwho doesthis, who providesthis sign,
who sendaus Jesus.God doesthis asthe culminationandfulfillment of His redemptiveand
salvific planfor our world andfor our lives.

|saiahfurther discusseshis in 9:1-7, saying,Orhe peoplewalking in darknesshaveseena
great light; on thoseliving in the land of shadowof deatha light has dawned. You have
enlargedthe nationandincreasedheir joy...For to usa child is born,,to a sonis given,and
thegovernmentwill be on His shouldersandHe will be calledWonderfulCounselorMighty
God, EverlastingFathet Prince of Peace.OAs we light the Advent candleswe celebrate
how Jesushasfulfilled thesepromisesaswe quoteHis words,Q amthe light of the world.
Whoeverfollows mewill notwalk in darknessputwill havethe light of life.O The phrase
am echoedGod'sdeclarationof Himself from Exodusand suggestghat Jesuss the Sonof
God, andthusliterally God with us. If we follow Jesuswe canenjoy both the fullnessof
life andthefullnessHis presencasHe leadsusandguidesus. We canalsoenjoypeacefor
we canonly havefull peaceaswe follow the Princeof Peacewho brings us wholeness,
peaceandreconciliationwith God,andwith others.

Sings are everywhere. Do we rebel against th¥hiat are some you see each.day
All of them apparently have reasons behind them. How do you viw them? Do they apply tc
others and not usAre we willing to respond in obedience and faith to this sign of Jesus?
Do we really believe that God is with us, in us, and present in our hearts, souls and lives? |
we do, how should this knowledge transform our lives, dreams and fears?
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Nothing is Impossible with God

| love this messagdrom Gabriel. Not only doesit sumup the Advent seasonit is one of
the overarchingtruths of our faith. Again, whatis our functionaltheology thatis, how do
we live out whatwe believe? Do we really believethis andif not, why not? In Luke 1:37,
Gabriel tells her, GFor nothing is impossiblewith GodO Mary had understandablyand
reasonablyquestionedhow God could give her a child for she had never had sexual
relationshipsandwas a virgin. Gabrieltells herin 1:35, Orhe Holy Spirit will comeupon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadowyou. Sothe Holy Onewill be called
the Sonof God.O Whatis clearis that Godis powerfully and miraculouslyat work here,to
do somethingthat only He asthe giver and creatorof life could do. Luke makesit clear
throughouthis Gospelthat it is God who is at work in and through His Holy Spirit to
powerfully andredemptivelymovein thelife of ourworld andof eachof us. Godis moving
to fulfill His promiseto usto bewith us.

The Gospelsmakeit clearthattheselsaianicpromiseshavecometrue in Jesus. Matthew
saysin 1:21-23,Mary will give birth to a sonand you are to give him the nameJesus,
becauseHe will saveHis peoplefromtheir sins. All this took placeto fulfill whatthe Lord
had saidthroughthe prophet: Thevirgin will be with child and give birth to a son,andthey
will call him Emmanuel-whichmeansGod with usO God will saveus throughJesus py
doing what would be impossiblefor us, by sendingJesugo die for us, to pay the price for
our sins,to redeenmus. Goddoestheimpossible becominghumanto sharein all our hopes,
dreamsandfearsandthento wipe our spiritual slatesclean. Only Godis powerfulandholy
enoughto dispelthe darknessn our world andin our hearts. Only the Sonof Godthencan
bethelight of our souls.

As we go about our daily lives, we are presented with a variety of impossible
situations and relationship3he key is how we handle these: with surrenttast and faith;
or with angerdisillusionment and frustration. Do we trust in our God who can do the
impossible? Or do we transfer our own weaknesses and flaws onto Him, limiting His
sovereignty with our disbelief?

| love this versefrom 2 Corinthians1:20, where Paul says,JFor no matter how many
promisesGod hasmade theyare yesin Christ. AndsothroughHim the Amenis spokenby
usto theglory of God.OIn JesusGodhasdonetheimpossible becominghuman,comingto
saveusfrom our sins,andis with us. Will we believein His power sovereigntyandgrace?
Will we returnHis divine yeswith ayesof ourown?
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