
“Nothing is Impossible With GodÓ
Isaiah 7:14, 9:1-7
December 9, 2007

The Promise:  God With Us

 What is your functional theology about the Person and Presence of God?  Do you believe 
that He is with us and in us?  Do you act and live as if  He is with us and in us?  One of the 
greatest promises of Scripture is that God is with us.  No matter what we see, feel or 
experience all around us, God is with us, God is for us, God is in us.  In Isaiah, we receive 
this promise of God's presence, as God tells us, ÒTherefore the Lord Himself will  give you a 
sign:  The virgin will  be with child and will  give birth to a son, and will  call Him 
Immanuel.Ó  The name Immanuel is one that resonates with our souls and that is in our 
hymns, for it  means God with us.  Our God is not indifferent or distant to or from us, but 
rather is with us, near us and all around us.  It is God who does this, who provides this sign, 
who sends us Jesus.  God does this as the culmination and fulfillment of His redemptive and 
salvific plan for our world and for our lives.  

 Isaiah further discusses this in 9:1-7, saying, ÒThe people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of shadow of death a light has dawned.  You have 
enlarged the nation and increased their joy...For to us a child is born,, to a son is given, and 
the government will  be on His shoulders, and He will  be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.Ó  As we light the Advent candles, we celebrate 
how Jesus has fulfilled  these promises, as we quote His words, ÒI am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will  not walk in darkness, but will  have the light of life.Ó  The phrase I 
am echoes God's declaration of Himself from Exodus and suggests that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and thus literally God with us.  If  we follow  Jesus, we can enjoy both the fullness of 
life and the fullness His presence as He leads us and guides us.  We can also enjoy peace, for 
we can only have full peace, as we follow the Prince of Peace, who brings us wholeness, 
peace and reconciliation with God, and with others.  

 Sings are everywhere.  Do we rebel against them?  What are some you see each day.  
All of them apparently have reasons behind them.   How do you viw them?  Do they apply to 
others and not us?  Are we willing to respond in obedience and faith to this sign of Jesus?  
Do we really believe that God is with us, in us, and present in our hearts, souls and lives?  If 
we do, how should this knowledge transform our lives, dreams and fears?
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Nothing is Impossible with God

 I love this message from Gabriel.  Not only does it sum up the Advent season, it  is one of 
the overarching truths of our faith.  Again, what is our functional theology, that is, how do 
we live out what we believe?  Do we really believe this and if  not, why not?  In Luke 1:37, 
Gabriel tells her, ÒFor nothing is impossible with God.Ó   Mary had understandably and 
reasonably questioned how God could give her a child for she had never had sexual 
relationships and was a virgin.  Gabriel tells her in 1:35, ÒThe Holy Spirit will  come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will  overshadow you.  So the Holy One will  be called 
the Son of God.Ó  What is clear is that God is powerfully and miraculously at work here, to 
do something that only He as the giver and creator of life could do.  Luke makes it clear 
throughout his Gospel that it is God who is at work in and through His Holy Spirit to 
powerfully and redemptively move in the life of our world and of each of us.  God is moving 
to fulfill  His promise to us to be with us.

 The Gospels make it clear that these Isaianic promises have come true in Jesus.  Matthew 
says in 1:21-23, ÒMary will  give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because He will  save His people from their sins.  All this took place to fulfill  what the Lord 
had said through the prophet:  The virgin will  be with child and give birth to a son, and they 
will  call him Emmanuel-which means God with us.Ó  God will  save us through Jesus, by 
doing what would be impossible for us, by sending Jesus to die for us, to pay the price for 
our sins, to redeem us.  God does the impossible, becoming human to share in all our hopes, 
dreams and fears and then to wipe our spiritual slates clean.  Only God is powerful and holy 
enough to dispel the darkness in our world and in our hearts.  Only the Son of God then can 
be the light of our souls.

 As we go about our daily lives, we are presented with a variety of impossible 
situations and relationships.  The key is how we handle these:  with surrender, trust and faith; 
or with anger, disillusionment and frustration.  Do we trust in our God who can do the 
impossible?  Or do we transfer our own weaknesses and flaws onto Him, limiting His 
sovereignty with our disbelief?  

 I  love this verse from 2 Corinthians 1:20, where Paul says, ÒFor no matter how many 
promises God has made, they are yes in Christ.  And so through Him the Amen is spoken by 
us to the glory of God.Ó  In Jesus, God has done the impossible, becoming human, coming to 
save us from our sins, and is with us.  Will  we believe in His power, sovereignty and grace?  
Will we return His divine yes with a yes of our own?
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