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N wonn penathuroh et Malachi 4:5-6; Luke 1:1-25

Intr oduction: How readyareyou for whatGodwantsto doin your lives?

The Promise

The Bible is full of promisesfrom Godto us,thatarecompletelyfulfilled in Jesus.In the
final book of the Old Testamentin Malachi, God promisescsee] will sendyouthe prophet
Elijah before that greatand dreadfulday of the Lord comes. He will turn the heartsof the
fathersto their children, and the heartsof the childrento their fathers;or elsel will come

and strike the land with a curseO This promiseis echoedelsewherdn the Old Testament,
suchasin Isaiah40:3, whereGod says,A voice of onecalling: In the desertprepae the
way for the Lord; makestraightin the wildernessa highwayfor our God O Also in Malachi
3:1, God says,(Bee,l will sendmy messengemwho will prepae the way befole me. Then
suddenlythe Lord you are seekingwill cometo His temple;the messengeof the covenant,
whomyou desile will comeO The promisethenis that God will makereadyHis peoplefor
the comingof the Messiah by makingusreadyto hearthe messag®ef our needto repent,be
forgiven and be saved. God'spromiseis to not leave us aloneto wallow in our sin, but
ratherto showusthe pathandway to salvation,to literally cometo dwell with usandin us,
in orderto give usahopeanda future (Jer 29:11). We areall sinnersandaswe cometo the
table,we mustsetasidethe sin thatso easilyentanglesis sowe cansetour heartson Jesus
alone,whois boththe authorandperfecterof our faith, our Lord andour Savior(Heb.12:2)

The Fulfillment

The promisesof God areclearlyfulfilled in the comingof Johnthe Baptistandof His only
begottenSon,JesuChrist. ThenameJohnin HebrewmeansGodis gracious. His message

revealsthis grace for Johnproclaimed (Repentfor the kingdomof Godis near!O Matthew
makesit clearin thatJohnfulfills Isaiah40:3andis like Elijah, in preachingepentancend
restoration.Johnresidedin the desertandpreparedsraelfor the comingof the Messiahby
proclaimingthe nearnessf the kingdomandof their needto makereadyfor the Messiahby
repenting by beingbaptizedoy becomingmadenew Luke makesit clearaswell thatJohn
will fulfill thesepromisesfrom Malachi. John comesto reveal that God's salvific and
redemptiveplanis now comingto fruition. Thekingdomof Godis hereandnear Life will
andcanneverbethe same. We mustmakea very basicandyet eternalresponse.Repentor
keepon living for self. Turnbackto Godor turn within. This messagéringsushope. God
Is with us, Godis nearto us. As we celebratethe Sacramenof the Lord's Supper we are
remindedthat God doeskeepHis promises. We areremindedthat Jesushascometo fulfill
the promisesof God to saveus, to forgive us, to be compassionatand graciousto us.
PraiseGodandthankGod!
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