
ÒMaking ReadyÓ December 2, 2007
Malachi 4:5-6; Luke 1:1-25

Intr oduction:  How ready are you for what God wants to do in your lives?

The Promise

 The Bible is full of promises, from God to us, that are completely fulfilled in Jesus.  In the 
final book of the Old Testament, in Malachi, God promises ÒSee, I will  send you the prophet 
Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will  turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I  will  come 
and strike the land with a curse.Ó  This promise is echoed elsewhere in the Old Testament, 
such as in Isaiah 40:3, where God says, ÒA voice of one calling:  In the desert prepare the 
way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.Ó  Also in Malachi 
3:1, God says, ÒSee, I will  send my messenger, who will  prepare the way before me.  Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will  come to His temple; the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you desire will  come.Ó  The promise then is that God will  make ready His people for 
the coming of the Messiah, by making us ready to hear the message of our need to repent, be 
forgiven and be saved.  God's promise is to not leave us alone to wallow in our sin, but 
rather to show us the path and way to salvation, to literally come to dwell with us and in us,  
in order to give us a hope and a future (Jer. 29:11).  We are all sinners, and as we come to the 
table, we must set aside the sin that so easily entangles us so we can set our hearts on Jesus 
alone, who is both the author and perfecter of our faith, our Lord and our Savior (Heb. 12:2)

The Fulfillment

 The promises of God are clearly fulfilled  in the coming of John the Baptist and of His only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  The name John in Hebrew means, God is gracious.  His message 
reveals this grace, for John proclaimed, ÒRepent, for the kingdom of God is near!Ó  Matthew 
makes it  clear in that John fulfills  Isaiah 40:3 and is like Elijah, in preaching repentance and 
restoration.  John resided in the desert, and prepared Israel for the coming of the Messiah by 
proclaiming the nearness of the kingdom and of their need to make ready for the Messiah by 
repenting, by being baptized by becoming made new.  Luke makes it clear as well that John 
will  fulfill  these promises from Malachi.  John comes to reveal that God's salvific and 
redemptive plan is now coming to fruition.  The kingdom of God is here and near.  Life will 
and can never be the same.  We must make a very basic and yet eternal response.  Repent or 
keep on living for self.  Turn back to God or turn within.  This message brings us hope.  God 
is with us, God is near to us.  As we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, we are 
reminded that God does keep His promises.  We are reminded that Jesus has come to fulfill 
the promises of God to save us, to forgive us, to be compassionate and gracious to us.   
Praise God and thank God!
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