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Intr oduction: Thereis somethingpowerful aboutstories,isn't there? For me, the most
powerful storiesarethosethat aretrue, suchas Chariotsof Fire, Luther, andthe End of Al
War. | especiallylove the invention of specialfeatures,so| canseewhat the real people
looked like andwerelike. In our societythatis increasinglycynical and skeptical,some
scholarsclaim the Bible is too amazingto be true, that miraclescould neverhappensothe
Bible mustbe madeup. So,theissuethenis do we limit God, or do we worshipa God of
completeomnipotencewho cando anythingincluding savinga sinnerlike me? As John
Newtononcesaid,Mly memoryis nearly gone,but | remembetwo things,that| ama great
sinner andthat Christis a greatSaviorO

Distinguishing BetweenTruth and Make Believe

The greatnewsaboutJesusis not just basedon a true story, it is true and rootedin the
personificationof truth. Petertalks hereaboutfalse prophetsandteachersvho will exploit
us with storiesthey havemadeup. What are someof the characteristic®f false prophets
andtheir teaching? Falseprophetdead peopleastrayandawayfrom God becausehey are
moreinterestedn what othersthink, ratherthan God. Falseprophetstell peoplewhatthey
want to hear not what they needto hear Falseteachersand prophetsare interestedin
personalgain; they arein essencetraffickersof Christ Falseteacheraveevil ambitions
to distort the gospelof graceto suggestthat we cansin as much as we want, and still be
forgiven. They sneakup on us, by presentingdoctrinethat soundsChristian,but hasbeen
guttedof graceand of the cross. The Greekword for heresyis hairesis which meansto
choose. Originally the word had a positive senseof choosingto follow someone. In the
early church,it took on a distinctly negativesensepf choosingsin, evil or self, ratherthan
God. In Jesuswe seethetruth of God'slove andgrace. The definition of a hereticthenis
anypersonwho believeswhattheywantto, ratherthanwhat God wantsandwills usto.

In Knowing God, J.I. Packettells usto affirm thewisdomof God. Packersaysn pages97,
Q\e should not, therefore, be too taken aback when unexpectedand upsetting and
discouragingthingshappento usnow Whatdo theymean? Simplythat Godin His wisdom
meansto makesomethingof us which we havenot attainedyet, and He is dealingwith us
accodingly.O As we discussedn our study on Daniel 7:14, this morning, God hasgiven
JesusCauthority, glory and soveeign power; all peoples,nations and people of every
languageworshippedHim.O The problemis that we want to be in control, we want to
choosewe wantto sayhow our lives will be,we wantto saveourselvesandwe wantto be
worshippedto be glorified. A key aspectof our Christianjourneythenis letting go of our
needto bein controlandto trustGod.
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God will rescue the faithful

This is an intensepassage.Peterhoweverreassuresis thatif we cling faithfully to God,

Godwill rescueusandspareus. Petersays,(heLord knowshowto rescusgodly men(and
women)from trials and to hold the unrighteousfor the day of judgment,while continuing
their punishment.OPetermakesit clear that there are eternalconsequence® sin and to
faithfulness. God haspunishedthe faithlessand rebelliousangels,the sinful peopleat the
time of Noah, and the cities of Sodomand Gomorrah. God hashowever preservedand
rescuedhe lives of thosewho arefaithful to Him in contrastto the dark world they arein.
GodsavedNoah (a preacherof righteousnessandLot (a righteousmanwho wasdistressed
by the filthy lives of all thosearoundhim). We must not be surprisedby the sin and
darknessaroundus andinsteadwe mustseekto cling evenmore passionatelyto the cross
andto the hemof Jesustobe. We haveno hopeoutsideof Christ;notin usor in others. So,
aswe readthis text, then,we areto be comfortedandreassuredhat God will rescueusand
protectus,aswe stayfaithful to Him in adarkanddrearyworld. JohnHenryNewmansays,
GDur greatsecurityagainstsin lies in beingshockedat it.O How shockedareyou atsin? Or
haveyou forsakenyour shockto indulgein sin? In Genesisl9:16,the angelstook Lot by
thehandandled him away Are we willing to let Godleadusawayfrom our sinsin orderto
guideusandleadusinto His perfectwill andpromisedor us?
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