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 Introduction:  There is something powerful about stories, isn't there?  For me, the most 
powerful stories are those that are true, such as Chariots of Fire, Luther, and the End of All 
War.  I especially love the invention of special features, so I can see what the real people 
looked like and were like.  In our society that is increasingly cynical and skeptical, some 
scholars claim the Bible is too amazing to be true, that miracles could never happen, so the 
Bible must be made up.  So, the issue then is do we limit God, or do we worship a God of 
complete omnipotence, who can do anything including saving a sinner like me?  As John 
Newton once said, “My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things, that I am a great 
sinner, and that Christ is a great Savior.”  

Distinguishing Between Truth and Make Believe

 The great news about Jesus is not just based on a true story, it is true and rooted in the 
personification of truth.  Peter talks here about false prophets and teachers who will exploit 
us with stories they have made up.  What are some of the characteristics of false prophets 
and their teaching?  False prophets lead people astray and away from God because they are 
more interested in what others think, rather than God.  False prophets tell people what they 
want to hear, not what they need to hear.  False teachers and prophets are interested in 
personal gain; they are in essence, traffickers of Christ.  False teachers have evil ambitions 
to distort the gospel of grace to suggest that we can sin as much as we want, and still be 
forgiven.  They sneak up on us, by presenting doctrine that sounds Christian, but has been 
gutted of grace and of the cross.  The Greek word for heresy is hairesis, which means to 
choose.  Originally the word had a positive sense of choosing to follow someone.  In the 
early church, it took on a distinctly negative sense, of choosing sin, evil or self, rather than 
God.  In Jesus, we see the truth of God's love and grace.  The definition of a heretic then is 
any person who believes what they want to, rather than what God wants and wills us to.  

  In Knowing God, J.I. Packer tells us to affirm the wisdom of God.  Packer says n pages 97, 
“We should not, therefore, be too taken aback when unexpected and upsetting and 
discouraging things happen to us now.  What do they mean?  Simply that God in His wisdom 
means to make something of  us which we have not attained yet, and He is dealing with us 
accordingly.”  As we discussed in our study on Daniel 7:14, this morning, God has given 
Jesus “authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and people of  every 
language worshipped Him.”  The problem is that we want to be in control, we want to 
choose, we want to say how our lives will be, we want to save ourselves, and we want to be 
worshipped to be glorified.  A key aspect of our Christian journey then is letting go of our 
need to be in control and to trust God.  
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God will rescue the faithful

 This is an intense passage.  Peter however reassures us that if we cling faithfully to God, 
God will rescue us and spare us.  Peter says, “The Lord knows how to rescue godly men (and 
women) from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing 
their punishment.”  Peter makes it clear that there are eternal consequences to sin and to 
faithfulness.  God has punished the faithless and rebellious angels, the sinful people at the 
time of Noah, and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  God has however, preserved and 
rescued the lives of those who are faithful to Him in contrast to the dark world they are in.  
God saved Noah (a preacher of righteousness) and Lot (a righteous man who was distressed 
by the filthy lives of all those around him).  We must not be surprised by the sin and 
darkness around us and instead we must seek to cling even more passionately to the cross 
and to the hem of Jesus' robe.  We have no hope outside of Christ; not in us or in others.  So, 
as we read this text, then, we are to be comforted and reassured that God will rescue us and 
protect us, as we stay faithful to Him in a dark and dreary world.  John Henry Newman says, 
“Our great security against sin lies in being shocked at it.”  How shocked are you at sin?  Or 
have you forsaken your shock to indulge in sin?  In Genesis 19:16, the angels took Lot by 
the hand and led him away.  Are we willing to let God lead us away from our sins in order to 
guide us and lead us into His perfect will and promises for us?  
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