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Intr oduction:  What do you love to do?  If  we made a list, would forgiveness be on it?

With God, there is Forgiveness

David talks of the forgiveness of God in Psalm 130.  Let us ponder what he says about 
God here:  Òif you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you 
there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.Ó   God knows even our secret sins for God 
sees even into the darkest recesses of our souls and hearts.  Fortunately, because He loves us, 
He does not hold on to a record of our sins.  In His grace, He forgives us, not because we 
deserve it, or have earned it, but because He loves us and wants to restore us to a right 
relationship with Him.  Our God is a God of forgiveness.

As a result, how should we approach God?  As David says, ÒI  wait for the Lord, my soul 
waits and in His word I  put my hope..For with the Lord there is unfailing love, and with Him 
is full  redemption.  He Himself will  redeem Israel from all their sins.Ó  God will  save us from 
our sins despite ourselves.  God will  redeem us from our sinful nature and ways.  God will 
redemptively mend our broken and wounded hearts and spirits.  Will  we let Him?  Do we 
seek Him humbly and gratefully?  Do we cling to the hem of His garment, seeking 
wholeness, peace, healing, forgiveness, grace, mercy?  Do we wait on Him with trust and 
hope?  

Since we have been created and are being restored into His image, we must be people of 
forgiveness, just as He is a God of forgiveness.  Jesus reinforces this in Matthew 6:17-18, 
saying, ÒFor if  you forgive others when they sin against you, your Heavenly Father will  also 
forgive you.  But if  you do not, forgive others their sins, your Father will  not forgive your 
sins.Ó  Jesus undeniably links our being forgiving to our being forgiven.  Being the recipients 
of God's grace and mercy must result in our being gracious and merciful to others.   
Forgiveness is to be a way of life,  a process we commit to for as long as it  takes, for as Jesus 
says in Matthew 18:22 about forgiveness, we must practice it Òtruly, I tell you, not seven 
times, but seventy seven times.Ó   We must become known for being merciful, gracious and 
forgiving, as the children of God and His faithful children.

Loving to Forgive

Paul tells us, in Colossians 3:13-14, that we must learn to love to forgive, saying, ÒBear 
with each other and forgive whatever grievances you  may have against one another.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 
all toegther in perfect unity.Ó  Paul is not na•ve, and neither should we be about the 
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challenges and of being in relationships with one another.  It is not easy.  In order to love 
others, we must be willing  to be hurt too.  Sometimes, I  have people in my office who are 
struggling with pain and with forgiveness.  They at times will  ask if  something is wrong with 
them that they struggle with this.  I say no; it is because they love so easily, that they are hurt 
so easily.  Better to love deeply and get scarred along the way than to care too little.

In every relationship we must learn to embrace bearing with one another, for each person 
is in need of grace and mercy.  We need to expect that we will have to forgive others 
regulary and unreservedly.  In fact, there is no limitation here on who or what to forgive.  We 
must forgive for as long and for as many times as we need to.  One of the most incredible 
statements in the Bible is found right before Jesus dies on the cross, when He says in Luke 
23:34, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do."  In a moment of great pain 
and anguish, He still finds the strength to forgive.  Stephen, the first martyr of the church 
also prayed like this in Acts 7:60, saying, "Lord, do not hold this against them."  If  these two 
could forgive their murderers, surely we can forgive those who do far less to us.

Forgiveness and love are interlinked, for as we choose to love, we also choose to forgive.  
Love is to be the overarching virtue that unites the others, the virtue that Eugene Peterson 
says is to be "our basic all purpose garment."  As we do so, we are being like God, who 
revealed Himself to us in Exodus 34:7, as "maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin."  Love, true love is always self sacrificial and serving of 
others, and forgiveness is our giving up on our desires to be vindicated and to be hurt, so that 
we might lovingly show, share and extend grace to someone else.  How do we know we 
need to forgive?  What is your first thought about someone?  Good, not so good or bad?  If 
not good, then you need to forgive.  Do you want what is best for someone, or do you want 
them to get their just desserts?  Do you love to forgive, are you eager to forgive and to be 
forgiven?  Let us learn to love, to forgive.  Let us learn more about how to be like Jesus.
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