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Intr oduction: Whatdoyouloveto do? If we madealist, would forgivenesdeonit?
With God, there is Forgiveness

David talks of the forgivenessof Godin Psalm130. Let us ponderwhat he saysabout
God here: Oifyou, O Lord, kepta recod of sins,O Lord, who could stand?But with you
there is forgivenessgherefore you are feared.O God knows evenour secretsins for God
seesxveninto thedarkestrecessesf our soulsandhearts. Fortunatelybecausée lovesus,
He doesnot hold on to a recordof our sins. In His grace,He forgivesus, not becausave
deserveit, or have earnedit, but becauseHe loves us and wantsto restoreus to a right
relationshipwith Him. Our Godis a Godof forgiveness.

As aresult,how shouldwe approachGod? As David says,Q wait for the Lord, mysoul
waitsandin His word | put myhope..Forwith the Lord there is unfailing love,andwith Him
is full redemption.He Himselfwill redeemnisrael fromall their sinsO Godwill saveusfrom
our sinsdespiteourselves. Godwill redeemus from our sinful natureandways. God will
redemptivelymendour brokenandwoundedheartsand spirits. Will we let Him? Do we
seek Him humbly and gratefully? Do we cling to the hem of His garment, seeking
wholenesspeace healing,forgivenessgrace,mercy? Do we wait on Him with trust and
hope?

Sincewe havebeencreatedandarebeingrestorednto His image,we mustbe peopleof
forgivenessjust asHe is a God of forgiveness. Jesuseinforcesthis in Matthew 6:17-18,
saying,dFor if youforgive otherswhentheysin againstyou, your HeavenlyFatherwill also
forgive you. Butif you do not, forgive otherstheir sins,your Father will not forgive your
sinsO Jesusundeniablylinks our beingforgiving to our beingforgiven. Beingtherecipients
of God's grace and mercy must result in our being gracious and merciful to others.
Forgivenesss to beaway of life, a processve committo for aslong asit takes for asJesus
saysin Matthew 18:22 aboutforgivenesswe must practiceit Qruly, | tell you, not seven
times,but seventysevertimes.O We mustbecomeknown for beingmerciful, graciousand
forgiving, asthe childrenof GodandHis faithful children.

Loving to Forgive

Paultells us,in Colossian$3:13-14,thatwe mustlearnto love to forgive, saying,Bear
with each other and forgive whatevergrievancesyou may have against one another
Forgive as the Lord forgaveyou. Andover all thesevirtues put on love, which bindsthem
all toegtherin perfect unity.O Paul is not nasve,and neither should we be about the
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challengesand of beingin relationshipswith one another It is not easy In orderto love
others,we mustbe willing to be hurttoo. Sometimes] havepeoplein my office who are
strugglingwith painandwith forgiveness.Theyattimeswill askif somethings wrongwith
themthattheystrugglewith this. | sayno;it is becauseheylove soeasily thattheyarehurt
soeasily Betterto love deeplyandgetscarredalongtheway thanto caretoo little.

In everyrelationshipwe mustlearnto embracebearingwith oneanotheyfor eachperson
is in needof graceand mercy We needto expectthat we will haveto forgive others
regularyandunreservedly In fact, thereis no limitation hereon who or whatto forgive. We
mustforgive for aslong andfor asmanytimesaswe needto. Oneof the mostincredible
statementsn the Bible is found right beforeJesugdieson the cross,whenHe saysin Luke
23:34,"Father, forgive them,for theydo not knowwhattheydo." In a momentof greatpain
and anguish,He still finds the strengthto forgive. Stephenthe first martyr of the church
alsoprayedlike thisin Acts 7:60,saying,"Lord, do not hold this againstthem" If thesetwo
couldforgive their murdererssurelywe canforgive thosewho do far lessto us.

Fomgivenessandlove areinterlinked,for aswe chooseo love, we alsochooseo forgive.
Love is to be the overarchingvirtue that unitesthe others,the virtue that EugenePeterson
saysis to be "our basicall purposegarment® As we do so, we are beinglike God, who
revealedHimself to us in Exodus34.:7, as "maintaininglove to thousandsand forgiving
wickednessrebellion and sin." Love, true love is always self sacrificial and serving of
others,andforgivenesss our giving up on our desirego bevindicatedandto be hurt, sothat
we might lovingly show shareand extendgraceto someoneelse. How do we know we
needto forgive? Whatis your first thoughtaboutsomeone?Good,not so goodor bad? If
not good,thenyou needto forgive. Do you wantwhatis bestfor someoneor do you want
themto gettheir just desserts?Do you love to forgive, are you eagerto forgive andto be
forgiven? Let uslearnto love, to forgive. Let uslearnmoreabouthowto belike Jesus.
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