
May 13, 2007
Mother's Day

Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:1-7
“Living for Jesus at Home”

Introduction:  Happy Mother's Day!  Jesus wants us to rediscover how to live for Him at 
home.  This morning, let us reflect on how to do so.

Winning Over Your Husbands
Peter says, “Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if  any of 

them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their 
wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.” Submission is a continuation of 
what Peter has been saying, first to rulers and authorities, second to employers and now at 
home.  It is directly linked to the example of Christ.  Paul tells us, “submit to one another out 
of reverence to Christ.  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is 
the head of  the wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body of  which He is the Savior.  
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything.”  

 As we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to lives of submission: to God 
and to one another.  Jesus calls us to mutual submission, which means that we learn to live 
not for ourselves, but for Him and for one another.  To submit means to yield our rights.  
This is a voluntary selflessness, not a spineless submission.  Wives and mothers are to put to 
death their pride and serve in perfect love (nothing like cleaning up poop and pee and spit up 
to help with that).  Wives and mothers are to seek internal beauty, the kind that flows from 
knowing they are loved just as they are by God.  Instead of badgering prebelieving spouses, 
Christian mothers and wives are called to lives of purity and holiness that will testify to their 
spouses of the goodness and glory of God.  You cannot win over your husbands by nagging, 
cutting them down or critiquing them.  You can win them over with selfless love, service, 
purity and internal beauty.  

Laying Down Your Life for Your Wife
 Peter and Paul share with us how to be a Godly man.  Peter says, “Husbands, in the same 
way be considerate as you live with your wives, amd treat them with respect as the weaker 
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your 
prayers.”  Christian men are called to be considerate of their wives.  We must get to know 
our wives.  We must listen to them.  We must seek to please them and serve them.  We must 
interact with our wives with patience, kindness, tenderness, forgiveness and grace.  We must 
be respectful to our wives, always thinking of what will make them feel safe, cherished and 
precious.  Our wives are of great value, certainly more precious than we deserve.  Our wives 
are co heirs of Jesus with us, and we must treat our wives as partners, soul mates, the heart 
of our heart, our life and our cherished ones.  If we want God to hear our prayers, we must 
treat our wives with great love, honor and respect.  We must remember that our wives are 
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daughters of the king, we have married royalty, and that God cares deeply about how we 
treat and love our wives.  

 Paul tells husbands, “love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself  up 
for her, to make her holy...husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies...each one 
of you must love his wife as he loves himself.”  As a husband, I am to literally die for Rachel.  
When selecting a movie, what does she want to see?  When choosing dinner, what does she 
want to eat?  I must focus not on what she does for me, although I should be grateful of 
course for how she serves me, but rather on what I can do for her.  When we fight, my mind 
should focus not on her or her issues, but on me and on how I am failing her.  I am a master 
at blaming.  The truth is that when I am loving Rachel selflessly, and without reservation, we 
don't fight.  My responsibility is to be worthy of being loved and served by her. 

In their book Boundaries, Cloud and Townsend suggest:  We have never seen a 
“submission problem” that did not have a controlling husband at it's root.  When the wife 
begins to set clear boundaries, the lack of  Christlikeness in a controlling husband becomes 
evident because the wife is no longer enabling his immature behavior.  She is confronting the 
truth and setting Biblical limits on hurtful behavior.  Often, when the wife sets boundaries, 
the husband begins to grow up.”  Marriages that are full of love, respect and honor are also 
full of submission.  How about you, gentlemen?  How do you need to grow up this morning?  
How do you need to become spiritual leaders in your home, by letting go of spiritual laziness 
and pride, by living for Christ and for your wives and for your families?  This is radical 
teaching.  In the ancient times, husbands very rarely were challenged to love their wives, let 
alone die for them.  Are we willing to get serious about our discipleship and marriages.

Honoring Your Parents Leads to Life
 Honoring your parents is one of the consistent teachings of Scripture.  Paul says, “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your father and mother-which is the 
first commandment with a promise-that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long 
life on the earth.”  This is one of the 10 Commandments and thus important to God and to 
us.  Part of our worship of God is honoring those who He has chosen to give us life.  We 
cannot worship God while carrying around resentment or anger at our parents.  But also 
notice that Paul tells fathers to not exasperate their children and to bring them up in the Lord.  
As fathers, we are to channel and mirror the abundant and amazing love and mercy of God.  
We are to facilitate, not get in the way of our children knowing and loving God.  We are to 
earn their honor by being true to God's call to love selflessly and wholeheartedly, by giving 
them the gifts of presence and of unconditional love.  Children are called to speak well of, to 
bless, to honor, to forgive, to be grateful to their parents.  So don't forget to call your Mom 
today and your mother-in-law too.  As Paul says in Ephesians 4:12, "speak the truth in love."  
Forgive as needed, start afresh and over as needed, seek forgiveness as needed.  For each of 
us, let us this morning recommit ourselves to honoring and loving our God as we love our 
spouses, children and friends.
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