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OLiving for Jesus at HomeO

Intr oduction: Happy Mother's Day! Jesus wants us to rediscover how to live for Him at
home. This morning, let us reflect on how to do so.
Winning Over Your Husbands

Petersays,OMves, in the sameway be submissiveo your husbandsso that, if any of
themdo not believethe word, they may be won over without words by the behaviorof their
wives,whentheyseethe purity and reveenceof your lives OSubmissioris a continuationof
what Peterhasbeensaying,first to rulersandauthorities,secondto employersand now at
home. It is directly linked to the exampleof Christ. Paultells us, Gubmitto oneanotherout
of reveenceto Christ. Wives,submitto your husbandsasto the Lord. For the husbands
the headof the wife as Christ is the headof the church, His bodyof which He is the Savior
Now as the church submitsto Christ, so also wives should submitto their husbandsin
everythingO

As we arefilled with the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselvedo lives of submissionto God
andto oneanother Jesuscalls usto mutualsubmissionwhich meansthatwe learnto live
not for ourselvesput for Him andfor one another To submit meansto yield our rights.
This is avoluntaryselflessnessjot a spinelessubmission.Wives andmothersareto putto
deaththeir prideandservein perfectlove (nothinglike cleaningup poopandpeeandspitup
to helpwith that). Wives andmothersareto seekinternalbeauty the kind that flows from
knowingtheyareloved just astheyareby God. Insteadof badgeringprebelievingspouses,
Christianmothersandwives arecalledto lives of purity andholinessthatwill testify to their
spouse®f the goodnesandglory of God. You cannotwin overyour husband$y nagging,
cutting them down or critiquing them. You canwin themover with selflesslove, service,
purity andinternalbeauty

Laying Down Your Life for Your Wife

Peterand Paul sharewith us how to be a Godly man. Petersays,(Husbandsjn the same
way be considerateas you live with your wives,amdtreat themwith respectas the weaker
partner and as heirs with you of the graciousgift of life, so that nothingwill hinder your
prayersO Christianmenare calledto be consideratef their wives. We mustgetto know
our wives. We mustlistento them. We mustseekto pleasethemandservethem. We must
interactwith our wiveswith patiencekindnesstendernesdprgivenessaandgrace. We must
be respectfulto our wives, alwaysthinking of whatwill makethemfeel safe,cherishedand
precious. Our wivesareof greatvalue,certainlymorepreciousthanwe deserve.Our wives
areco heirsof Jesuswith us,andwe musttreatour wives aspartners soul mates the heart
of our heart,our life andour cherishednes. If we wantGodto hearour prayers,we must
treatour wives with greatlove, honorandrespect. We mustremembeithat our wives are
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daughtersof the king, we have marriedroyalty, and that God caresdeeplyabouthow we
treatandlove our wives.

Paultells husbandsQove your wives,just as Christ lovedthe church and gaveHimselfup
for her, to makeher holy...husband®ughtto love their wivesastheir ownbodies...eaclone
of youmustlove his wife as heloveshimselfO As a husband| amto literally die for Rachel.
Whenselectinga movie, whatdoesshewantto see? Whenchoosingdinner whatdoesshe
want to eat? | mustfocus not on what shedoesfor me, althoughl shouldbe grateful of
coursefor how sheserveane, butratheron whatl cando for her Whenwe fight, my mind
shouldfocusnot on heror herissuesput on meandon how | amfailing her | amamaster
atblaming. Thetruthis thatwhenl amloving Rachelselflessly andwithout reservationyve
don'tfight. My responsibilityis to be worthy of beinglovedandservedby her.

In their book Boundaries,Cloud and Townsendsuggest. We have never seena
OsubmissioproblemCthat did not havea contwlling husbandat it's root. Whenthe wife
beginsto setclear boundariesthe lack of Christlikenessn a controlling husbandoecomes
evidentbecausdhewife is no longerenablinghis immatue behavior Sheis confrontingthe
truth and settingBiblical limits on hurtful behavior Often,whenthe wife setsboundaries,
the husbandbeginsto grow up.O Marriagesthatarefull of love, respeciandhonorarealso
full of submission.How aboutyou, gentlemen?How do you needto grow up this morning?
How do you needto becomespiritualleaderan your home,by letting go of spirituallaziness
and pride, by living for Christ and for your wives and for your families? This is radical
teaching. In the ancienttimes,husbandwery rarely werechallengedo love their wives, let
alonedie for them. Are we willing to getseriousaboutour discipleshipandmarriages.

Honoring Your Parents Leads to Life

Honoringyour parentss oneof the consistenteachingsf Scripture. Paulsays,CChildren,
obeyyour parentsin the Lord, for thisis right. Honor your father and motherwhichis the
first commandmenwith a promise-thait maygo well with youandthat youmayenjoylong
life on the earthO This is one of the 10 Commandmentandthusimportantto God andto
us. Partof our worship of God is honoringthosewho He haschosento give us life. We
cannotworship God while carrying aroundresentmenbr angerat our parents. But also
noticethat Paultells fathersto not exasperatéheir childrenandto bring themup in the Lord.
As fathers,we areto channelandmirror the abundanandamazinglove andmercyof God.
We areto facilitate, not getin the way of our childrenknowing andloving God. We areto
earntheir honorby beingtrueto God'scall to love selflesslyandwholeheartedlyby giving
themthe gifts of presenceindof unconditionalove. Childrenarecalledto speakwell of, to
bless,to honor to forgive, to be gratefulto their parents. So don'tforgetto call your Mom
todayandyour motherin-law too. As Paulsaysin Ephesiang:12,"speakthetruth in love"
Fomgive asneededstartafreshandoverasneededseekforgivenessasneeded.For eachof
us, let us this morning recommitourselveso honoringandloving our God aswe love our
spouseschildrenandfriends.
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