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Intr oduction:  Battle of wills.  Does this sound familiar to you?  I  never really grasped this 
idea until becoming a parent.  Just like there is a battle of wills  with our children, as GodÕs 
children, we are in a battle of wills  with our Heavenly Father.    How can we lay down our 
human rebelliousness to live for and by God's will  alone?

Living for  God's Will

 Whose will  is primary in your life?  YoursÕ or God's?  Peter says we are to live for God's 
will.   Do you?  When we say that God has a will for us, it means that God has a plan for our 
lives, a greater purpose than we could ever imagine or dream of.  God's will  for us flows 
from His love for us, from His heart.  God has a will  for us, and the good news is that He 
wants us to know it, and to discover it.  Peter says we are to arm ourselves with the same 
attitude as Christ, that is, that we are to seek to do and to obey GodÕs will,  no matter what the 
cost and no matter what others think of us.  We are called to make a change in how we live 
our lives, to leave behind the old ways of living, those ways that were selfish and self-
absorbed, that center around human desires and center around doing our own will.   Instead, 
we are to seek and to be obedient to what God desires and what God wills.  We have to 
realize that we are fallen and broken people, living in a fallen and broken world, that much 
of what we see and are tempted by is not what is best for us.  God has a higher call and plan 
for us, one that will lead to us becoming more like Jesus.

 How can we seek His will?  By prayer.  Jesus is our model for this.  Remember that Jesus 
often went away alone to pray (Mark 1:35).  Remember in the Lord's Prayer, Jesus reminds 
us that regularly, we are to pray, ÒThy will  be done on earth as it is in heaven.Ó  Also, 
remember when He was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane in Luke 22:42, and He 
prayed, ÒFather, if  you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will,  but yours be 
done.”  Doing God's will is not something we can be casual or indifferent to.  We must 
intentionally and intently seek His will,  through prayer and through Bible study.  Jesus 
prayed so hard in the Garden that His sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.  
How hard do we work at praying and seeking His will?  Are we willing to sweat blood in 
order to hear and to obey His will?  We need to ask God to lead us, correct us and show us 
His will.   God promises us we will  find Him as we seek Him wholeheartedly, saying in 
Jeremiah 29:12-3, ÒThen you will  call upon me and come and pray to me, and I  will  listen to 
you.  You will  seek me and find me when you seek me with all of your heart.Ó  We must thirst 
for God, for His presence, for His will.   As we seek Him, He will  meet us and He will  reveal 
His will  for us.
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Being Ready to Give Him Glory

 Discipleship requires not only seeking and doing His will,  but also being ready to give Him 
praise and glory.  In everything we say, do, think and dream, we can and should glorify God.  
But do we?  Peter tells us the end is near.  What does he mean?  Life is shorter and more 
fragile than we think.  Jesus could and may come back at any moment.  We also do not know 
how many days God will give us.  We must live in the moment, we must seek to be right 
with Jesus right now, for we cannot afford to be spiritual procrastinators.  We cannot assume 
that we will  have time tomorrow to be who Jesus is calling us to be today.  I recognize that 
this may be the last sermon I ever preach.  If  so, I want to make sure the message is clear:  
keep your eyes on the cross and remember that Jesus saves, Jesus saves!   How about you?  
Has God called you to do something that you are putting off?  Be faithful and obedient now.

 We can live for the moment by taking discipleship seriously.  We are to be clear- minded 
and self controlled.  We must have a healthy sense of what really matters (Jesus) and focus 
our lives on being like Jesus.   Of course, I don't actually believe in self-control.  Whenever I 
am in control, bad things happen.  We are to let God be in control and to let God's will  be 
done in and through us.  Only then can we glorify Him in all that we do, say and think.    
Love is meant to cover a variety of sins.  As Proverbs 10:12 tells us, ÒHatred stirs up 
dissension, but love covers over all wrongs.Ó  We are called then to let love cover all of our 
relationships, so we will  have unity, so we will  be able to forgive others.  The word here for 
love is ektenos, which means to love fervently.  Love should permeate all of our 
relationships.  In churches, people get upset and fight over stupid stuff.  You know what we 
should be fighting over?  Getting to teach Sunday School.  Bringing snacks for hospitality.  
Sitting in the front row, not the back.  Pastor Bill.   The wake of our lives should be love.  

 In everything we do, we must do it for the Lord.  The Benedictine Order has a great motto, 
IOGD, In Order that in all things God may be Glorified!  In Omnibus Glorificator Deus.  Or 
as the Westminster Catechism reminds us, the chief end of humanity is:  To glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever.  God deserves all of our praise and glory.  When we are joyful, we praise 
and glorify Him.  But do we give our praise and glory to Him?  Or do we glorify ourselves 
or others?  How we live and talk matters to God.  We must seek to glorify Him in everything 
we say, do and think.  Do we?  As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:31-2, ÒSo whether you eat 
or drink or whatever you do, do it all  for the glory of God.  Do not cause anyone to 
stumble.Ó  We can cause others as well as ourselves to stumble when we sin and involve 
others in our sin, such as gossip, complaining or not forgiving.  Time is short.  Praise God 
and glorify Him now, in this very moment. Call to fast.  Fast from negativity, from comfort 
foods.  Pray for GodÕs will  for your life, the life of our church, the life of His church in 
America.
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