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Intr oduction: Battle of wills. Doesthis soundfamiliar to you? | neverreally graspedhis
ideauntil becominga parent. Justlike thereis a battle of wills with our children,asGod®
children,we arein a battle of wills with our HeavenlyFather How canwe lay down our
humanrebelliousnesso live for andby God'swill alone?

Living for God'sWill

Whosewill is primaryin your life? Yours@r God's? Petersayswe areto live for God's
will. Do you? Whenwe saythatGodhasawill for us,it meanghatGodhasa planfor our
lives, a greaterpurposethanwe could everimagineor dreamof. God'swill for us flows
from His love for us, from His heart. God hasa will for us,andthe goodnewsis that He
wantsus to know it, andto discoverit. Petersayswe areto arm ourselveswith the same
attitudeasChrist, thatis, thatwe areto seekto do andto obeyGod®will, no matterwhatthe
costandno matterwhat othersthink of us. We arecalledto makea changen how we live
our lives, to leave behindthe old ways of living, thoseways that were selfish and self-
absorbedthat centeraroundhumandesiresand centerarounddoing our own will.  Instead,
we areto seekandto be obedientto what God desiresand what God wills. We haveto
realizethat we arefallen andbrokenpeople,living in a fallen andbrokenworld, that much
of whatwe seeandaretemptedby is notwhatis bestfor us. Godhasa highercall andplan
for us,onethatwill leadto usbecomingmorelike Jesus.

How canwe seekHis will? By prayer Jesuds our modelfor this. RemembethatJesus
oftenwentawayaloneto pray (Mark 1:35). Remembein the Lord's Prayer Jesugeminds
us that regularly we are to pray, O'hy will be doneon earth as it is in heavenO Also,
rememberwhen He was praying in the Gardenof Gethsemanen Luke 22:42, and He
prayed,Jrather if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be

done’ Doing God'swill is not somethingwe can be casualor indifferentto. We must
intentionally and intently seek His will, through prayer and through Bible study Jesus
prayedso hardin the Gardenthat His sweatwaslike dropsof blood falling to the ground.
How hard do we work at praying and seekingHis will? Are we willing to sweatblood in

orderto hearandto obeyHis will? We needto askGodto leadus, correctus andshowus

His will. God promisesus we will find Him aswe seekHim wholeheartedlysayingin

Jeremial29:12-3,0rhenyouwill call uponmeandcomeand pray to me,and| will listento

you. Youwill seekmeandfind mewhenyouseekmewith all of your heart® We mustthirst

for God,for His presencefor His will. As we seekHim, He will meetusandHe will reveal
His will for us.
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Being Ready to Give Him Glory

Discipleshiprequiresnot only seekinganddoing His will, butalsobeingreadyto give Him
praiseandglory. In everythingwe say do, think anddream we canandshouldglorify God.
But do we? Petertells usthe endis near What doeshe mean? Life is shorterandmore
fragile thanwe think. Jesusouldandmaycomebackatany moment. We alsodo not know
how many daysGod will give us. We mustlive in the moment,we mustseekto be right
with Jesugight now, for we cannotafford to be spiritual procrastinators We cannotassume
thatwe will havetime tomorrowto be who Jesuss calling usto betoday | recognizethat
this may be the last sermonl everpreach. If so,| wantto makesurethe messages clear:
keepyour eyeson the crossandremembeithat Jesussaves,Jesussaves! How aboutyou?
HasGod calledyouto do somethinghatyou areputting off? Be faithful andobedientow.

We canlive for the momentby taking discipleshipseriously We areto be clear minded

andself controlled. We musthavea healthysenseof whatreally matters(Jesusyandfocus
our lives onbeinglike Jesus. Of course] don'tactuallybelievein self-control. Whenevet
amin control, badthingshappen. We areto let God be in controlandto let God'swill be
donein andthroughus. Only thencanwe glorify Him in all that we do, say and think.
Love is meantto cover a variety of sins. As Proverbs10:12 tells us, (Hatred stirs up
dissensionput love coversover all wrongsO We arecalledthento let love coverall of our
relationshipssowe will haveunity, sowe will be ableto forgive others. Theword herefor
love is ektenos,which meansto love fervently Love should permeateall of our
relationships.In churchespeopleget upsetandfight over stupidstuff. You know whatwe
shouldbe fighting over? Gettingto teachSundaySchool. Bringing snacksfor hospitality
Sitting in thefront row, nottheback. PastomBill. Thewakeof ourlives should bdove.

In everythingwe do, we mustdo it for the Lord. The BenedictineOrderhasa greatmotto,
IOGD, In Orderthatin all thingsGod may be Glorified! In OmnibusGlorificator Deus Or
asthe WestminstelCatechisnremindsus, the chief endof humanityis: To glorify Godand
enjoyHim forever Goddeservesll of our praiseandglory. Whenwe arejoyful, we praise
andglorify Him. But do we give our praiseandglory to Him? Or do we glorify ourselves
or others?How we live andtalk mattersto God. We mustseekto glorify Him in everything
we say do andthink. Do we? As Paulsaysin 1 Corinthians10:31-2,(5owhetheryou eat
or drink or whateveryou do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not causeanyoneto
stumbleO We can causeothersas well as ourselvesto stumblewhenwe sin and involve
othersin our sin, suchasgossip,complainingor not forgiving. Time is short. PraiseGod
andglorify Him now, in this very moment.Call to fast. Fastfrom negativity from comfort
foods. Prayfor God®will for your life, the life of our church,the life of His churchin
America.
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