
April 29, 2007
“Living Advertisements for Jesus”

Isaiah 28:16-22; 1 Peter 2:1-12

Introduction:  How can we be walking and talking. living ads for Jesus?  How can we live 
as His disciples?  

Changing Our Spiritual Wardrobes

 We have a sister who enjoys helping us go through our wardrobes.  I think she and Rachel 
conspire together because afterwards she gives me an extensive list of all the new items 
Rachel needs.  As Christians, we are called to clean out our spiritual wardrobes, to strip off 
our old ways of living in order to put on a new life in Christ.  In 2 Peter 2;1, Peter tells us to 
“rid yourselves of  all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.”  This 
verb is that of stripping off one's clothes.   We are to purge our spiritual wardrobe of 
everything that does not come from Jesus, such as: wickedness, or anything that you don't 
want to write home about; dishonesty, for there are no white lies in the kingdom; as the tv 
theologian Dr. House says, "It's a basic truth of human condition that everybody lies.  The 
only variable is about what"; of pretending to be someone else; or of evil speaking, such as 
gossip.  Bill Johnson calls for a fast from negativity.  Negativity never glorifies God, for it 
disallows the possibility of His being at work.  It is also important to note that this list is 
representative, not definitive.  Which applies to you today?  How can we let go of these 
things?

 Instead, Peter tells us in 2:2-3, “like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow up to your salvation, not that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  Just as 
our babies need Rachel’s milk to live and to grow, we need God in order to grow and to be 
healthy.  The word here for crave is to yearn, such as in Psalm 42:1, where David says, “As 
the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God.”  When was the last time you yearned and thirsted for the Lord?   
God wants us to grow up to be like Jesus, and we can do this only if we seek Him and are 
satisfied in Him alone.  As David says in Psalm 34:8, “Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him.”  We cannot crave until we taste.  God invites us 
to experience His goodness, so we will want and crave more of Him.  Do you crave more of 
Him this morning?  If so, one main way is to have more of Him is to shed the old or dead 
habits that are lingering around our souls.  

Jesus is the Living Stone

 Peter says, “As you come to Him, the living stone-rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to Him...for in Scripture it says:  “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”   This word for 
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living is zao, the same word Jesus used when describing Himself as the Living Water or the 
Living Bread (John 4, 6).  Jesus is the cornerstone, which is the stone at the corner of two 
walls, that unites them, that is the foundation and the most important part of a building.  God 
is building His church, that is laid on the foundation and cornerstone of Jesus.  This means 
that we cannot be neutral when it comes to Jesus.  If we accept and believe in Jesus, He is 
our foundation.  If we choose not to obey Him, He becomes our stumbling block.  The 
importance of Jesus is reinforced in Isaiah 28.  Isaiah speaks of a tested stone, one that other 
stones can be measured against.  It is a solid rock that won't crumble when under external or 
internal pressure.  Jesus promised us in Matthew 7:24, that if we hear His words and do 
them, we will be like a wise man who builds his house on the rock.  We can withstand the 
worst storms because our lives are rooted in Jesus.  Is He your foundation?  

Living Advertisements for Jesus

 Peter says, “we also like living stones are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  It is 
significant that Peter says we are like living stones, not the living stone.  We are called to be 
like Jesus and it is Jesus who builds us up into something greater than we could ever be on 
our own.  Jesus is the foundation and the rest of us are on equal footing.  The Jehovah's 
Witnesses.  In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis says, "Imagine yourself as a living house.  
God comes in to rebuild that house.  At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing.  
He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof  and so on: you knew that 
those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised.  But presently He starts knocking the 
house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make sense.  What on 
earth is He up to?  The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one 
you thought of-throwing out a new wing here, putting on a an extra floor here, running up 
towers, making courtyards.  You thought you were going to be made into a decent little 
cottage; but He is building a palace.  He intends to come and live in it Himself."  

 In the Old Testament, the people had a priesthood and now we are that priesthood.  We are 
to live with a constant and perpetual sense of the presence of God.    Everything we think, 
say and do is to be lifted up to God as an offering, as worship of God.  The Latin word for 
priest is pontifex is bridge builder, and we are to build bridges between God and others.  
Note that all of these titles reinforce that we belong to God and that we must share His love 
and mercy with others.  In our lives, we are to be above reproach, so that our testimony 
about Christ will lead others to Him.  Peter says to “live such good lives among the pagans, 
that though they accuse you of  doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God  
on the day He visits us.”  The idea of living here is that of our entire conduct, that all of our 
lives should be advertisements of the goodness of God.  God calls us to lives of complete 
holiness that give glory to Him.
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