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W e OLiving Advertisements for JesusO
) Isaiah 28:16-22; 1 PeteR:1-12

Intr oduction: How canwe be walking andtalking. living adsfor Jesus?How canwe live
asHis disciples?

Changing Our Spiritual Wardr obes

We havea sisterwho enjoyshelpingus go throughour wardrobes.| think sheandRachel
conspiretogetherbecauseafterwardsshe gives me an extensivelist of all the new items
Rachelneeds. As Christians,we are calledto cleanout our spiritual wardrobesto strip off

our old waysof living in orderto puton anewlife in Christ. In 2 Peter2;1, Petertells usto

Qid yourselve®f all maliceandall deceit,hypocrisy envy andslanderof everykind.O This
verb is that of stripping off one'sclothes. We are to purge our spiritual wardrobe of

everythingthat doesnot comefrom Jesussuchas: wickednesspr anythingthat you don't
want to write homeabout;dishonestyfor thereare no white lies in the kingdom; asthe tv

theologianDr. Housesays,"It's a basictruth of humanconditionthat everybodylies. The
only variableis aboutwhat”; of pretendingto be someoneelse;or of evil speakingsuchas
gossip. Bill Johnsorcalls for a fastfrom negativity Negativity neverglorifies God, for it

disallowsthe possibility of His beingat work. It is alsoimportantto note that this list is

representativenot definitive. Which appliesto you today? How canwe let go of these
things?

Instead Petertells usin 2:2-3, Qike newbornbabies,crave pure spiritual milk, sothat by it
you maygrow up to your salvation,not that you havetastedthat the Lord is goodO Justas
our babiesneedRachel®milk to live andto grow, we needGod in orderto grow andto be
healthy Theword herefor craveis to yearn,suchasin Psalm42:1,whereDavid says,OAs
the deer pantsfor streamsof watetr so my soul pantsfor you, O God. My soul thirsts for
God, for the living GodO Whenwasthe last time you yearnedand thirstedfor the Lord?
Godwantsusto grow up to be like Jesusandwe cando this only if we seekHim andare
satisfiedin Him alone. As David saysin Psalm34:8, Orasteand seethat the Lord is good:;
blesseds the manwhotakesrefugein Him.O We cannotcraveuntil we taste. Godinvitesus
to experienceHis goodnesssowe will wantandcravemoreof Him. Do you cravemoreof
Him this morning? If so,onemainway is to havemore of Him is to shedthe old or dead
habitsthatarelingeringaroundour souls.

Jesus is the Living Stone

Petersays,OAs you cometo Him, the living stone-ejectedby menbut chosenby God and
preciousto Him...forin Scriptue it says: OSeel lay a stonein Zion, a choserand precious
cornerstone and the one who trustsin Him will neverbe put to shame.O This word for
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living is zao,the sameword JesususedwhendescribingHimself asthe Living Wateror the

Living Bread(John4, 6). Jesusds the cornerstonewhich is the stoneat the cornerof two

walls, thatunitesthem,thatis the foundationandthe mostimportantpartof a building. God

is building His church,thatis laid on the foundationand cornerstonef Jesus. This means
that we cannotbe neutralwhenit comesto Jesus. If we acceptandbelievein JesusHe is

our foundation. If we choosenot to obey Him, He becomesour stumblingblock. The

importanceof Jesuss reinforcedin Isaiah28. Isaiahspeaksof atestedstone,onethatother
stonescanbe measureagainst. It is a solid rock thatwon't crumblewhenunderexternalor

internal pressure. Jesuspromisedus in Matthew 7:24, that if we hearHis words and do

them,we will belike a wise manwho builds his houseon the rock. We canwithstandthe

worststormsbecaus®ur lives arerootedin Jesus.ls He your foundation?

Living Advertisements forJesus

Petersays,Qve also like living stonesare being built into a spiritual houseto be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptableto God through JesusChrist.O It is
significantthat Petersayswe arelike living stonesnottheliving stone. We arecalledto be
like Jesusandit is Jesuswvho builds us up into somethinggreaterthanwe could everbe on
our own. Jesusis the foundationand the rest of us are on equalfooting. The Jehovah's
Witnesses. In Mere Christianity , C.S. Lewis says,"Imagine yourselfas a living house.
Godcomesdn to rebuildthat house. At first, pethaps,you canunderstandvhatHe is doing.
He is getting the drains right and stoppingthe leaksin the roof and so on: you knewthat
thosejobs neededdoing and so you are not surprised. But presentlyHe startsknockingthe
houseaboutin a way that hurts abominablyand doesnot seemto makesense. Whaton
earthis Heupto? Theexplanations thatHe is building quite a differenthousefromtheone
you thoughtof-throwing out a newwing here, putting on a an extrafloor here, running up
towers, making courtyaids. You thoughtyou were going to be madeinto a decentlittle
cottage;butHe s building a palace. He intendsto comeandlive in it Himself"

In the Old Testamentthe peoplehada priesthoodandnow we arethat priesthood. We are
to live with a constantand perpetualsenseof the presenceof God. Everythingwe think,
sayanddo is to belifted up to God asan offering, asworshipof God. The Latin word for
priestis pontifex is bridge builder, and we are to build bridgesbetweenGod and others.
Note thatall of thesetitles reinforcethatwe belongto God andthatwe mustshareHis love
and mercy with others. In our lives, we areto be abovereproach,so that our testimony
aboutChristwill leadothersto Him. Petersaysto Qive suchgoodlives amongthe pagans,
that thoughtheyaccuseyou of doingwrong, theymay seeyour gooddeedsand glorify God
on the day He visitsus O Theideaof living hereis thatof our entireconduct thatall of our
lives shouldbe advertisementsf the goodnesof God. God calls usto lives of complete
holinessthatgive glory to Him.
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