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Introduction:  This week, I feel like I am standing on holy ground.  I probably 
should feel like that every week, but as I ponder what it means for Jesus to be the 
Word of God, I feel like my words are very inadequate.  I remember when I was 
still a candidate in the ordination process, I talked about the Word of God in my 
candidacy paperwork.  One interesting question was how I differentiated between 
the written Word of God and the living Word of God.  The question is one we will 
explore today.

God Speaks

 John makes a bold declaration about the Word, saying in 1:1-5, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing 
was made that has been made.  In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.  
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”  

 What does Word mean and what history does the term have?  For the ancient 
Greeks, such as Heraclitus, the term Word referred to the omnipresent wisdom by 
which all things are steered.    Jewish scholars such as Philo of Alexandria viewed 
the Word as a means of referring to God, to the Word as the agent of creation, as 
the medium of divine governance or the means by which we know God.  In the 
early church, the term Word came to mean the good news spoken through and 
about Jesus.  As C. H. Dodd has said, Jesus speaks and is the Word of God.  John 
Calvin translates the word as divine Speech.  What is John saying here?  John is 
saying that hopes of both Jew and Greek are fulfilled only and finally in Jesus the 
Christ, the Son of God, the Incarnate Word.  

 John uses language that echoes the beginning of Genesis (in the beginning).  John 
is saying that the Word has existed from before the beginning of time, from before 
the creation of the world. The Word was not created by God, but rather existed 
before the world and was then actively involved in creating the world.  As 
Augustine says, it’s beginning has no beginning.  The Word was not only with 
God, the Word was God.  The Word then was in the presence of God and was in 
fellowship or union with God.  The Word was of the same nature or essence as 
God.  The Word also brings life and light into a dark world, in order to save and to 
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redeem the world.  John Calvin says we can see in this passage two members of the 
Trinity, and that the Son of God, the Incarnate Word is above the world and all 
other creatures and has existed before all time.  This Son is distinct and yet of the 
same divine essence as the Father.  The Son reveals to us the will and plan of God 
for our lives, to be made new, to be freed from our self-indulgence and sin.

 It is clear from John that this Word of God is the Son of God, is Jesus the 
Christ.  In Jesus, we see and hear of God’s love for us and of His plan and will to 
give us new life.  Are we listening?

Spending Time with the Word

 What is significant in this passage is also that the Word has become flesh, or in-
carnate (that is having a bodily form).  John says in 1:14, “The Word became flesh 
and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One 
and Only, who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth.”  This is one of the 
most important verses in the entire Bible.  This Word who is God, and who from 
before the beginning of time was with God, has now come to be with us!  John 
Calvin says the verb here to come is emphatic, for God is emphatically revealing 
His eternal purpose and will for our world and our lives, which is for us to be in a 
renewed relationship with Him.  The word here for flesh means that the Word has 
come in human flesh, or has become like mortal men.  Calvin says you see here the 
two natures, divine and human, united in one person, in Jesus, for Jesus was truly 
human and truly God.  

 There is a distinct event that has happened here.  The Word has in space and time 
become human, and remains so for a short time.  The Word then becomes some-
thing that it was not before, by participating in the limits and weaknesses of hu-
manity.  Mysteriously the Word remains the same in essence, but is now in human 
form.  John says the Word made His dwelling among us.  This terms means to 
pitch His tent, which would have reminded the readers of how God was present 
before in the Tent of Meeting or in the tabernacles.  The tent or tabernacle was also 
a place where God’s glory was evident and present.  In Jesus, the Son of God, the 
Incarnate Word, we see and experience the fullness of God’s glory.  In Jesus, we 
may experience a Second Exodus, where God leads us out of sin and into new life 
in Him.

 I love how Eugene Peterson translates this verse, as he says, “The Word became 
flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.”  Are we too busy to welcome 
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Him into our neighborhood, our hearts, our lives?  When I think of how poorly I 
really know any of my neighbors, this is a sobering thought.  Jesus has come.  Je-
sus has come because He can do for us what we could never hope to.  Love is al-
ways linked to presence.  Will we reciprocate and seek to spend time with Him 
too?  How will we respond?  Is there any room for Him in our busy schedules or 
plans?

Embracing His Word

 Isaiah tells us some useful information about the nature of God’s word.  In Isaiah 
55:6, 9, 11, God tells us, “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call on Him while 
He is near.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, either are your ways my ways. 
As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts…So is my word that comes out of my mouth, it 
will not return to me empty but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the pur-
pose for which I sent it. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace.””  What is 
God telling us here?  God is saying three main things.  First, His ways are above 
and beyond us.  Our words are not adequate to fully describe Him.  God invites us 
to Him, however, God invites us to discover Him, to learn from Him, to encounter 
Him.  If we want to understand God, we must seek Him and seek to know Him.  
Second, God’s word flows from His person and character, and thus can be trusted.  
God’s word is always fulfilled for God is always faithful and always trustworthy.  
Third, God’s word will change and renew our lives.  Our lives pale in comparison 
to God’s original intent and design.  As we embrace joy and peace, we enter into 
new life.

 In the Old Testament, we see God has created the entire world, that He is a 
God who enjoys giving and creating life.  In Jesus, we see that God wants to give 
us new and eternal life.  Do we see our need for new life?  Are we willing to work 
at finding new life in Christ?    Are we willing to let God speak to us today?  Are 
we willing to wait, to listen, and then to say yes to Him?
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