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Intr oduction: This week, | feel like I am standingon holy ground. | probably
shouldfeel like thateveryweek,butasl ponderwhatit meansfor Jesugdo bethe
Word of God, | feel like my wordsarevery inadequate.l remembemwhen| was
still a candidatein the ordinationprocess] talked aboutthe Word of God in my
candidacypaperwork. Oneinterestingquestionwashow | differentiatedoetween
the written Word of God andthe living Word of God. The questionis onewe will
exploretoday

God Speaks

Johnmakesa bold declarationaboutthe Word, sayingin 1:1-5,n the beginning

wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God. He waswith
God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made;without Him nothing
wasmadethat hasbeenmade. In Him waslife, andthat life wasthelight of men.
The lightshinesin the darknessbutthe darknesshasnot understoodt.O

What doesWord meanand what history doesthe term have? For the ancient
Greeks,suchasHeraclitus,the term Word referredto the omnipresentvisdom by
which all thingsaresteered. JewishscholarssuchasPhilo of Alexandriaviewed
the Word asa meansof referringto God, to the Word asthe agentof creation,as
the mediumof divine governanceor the meansby which we know God. In the
early church, the term Word cameto meanthe good news spokenthrough and
aboutJesus.As C. H. Dodd hassaid,Jesusspeaksandis the Word of God. John
Calvin translateghe word as divine Speech. What is Johnsayinghere? Johnis
sayingthat hopesof both Jewand Greekarefulfilled only andfinally in Jesughe
Christ,the Sonof God, theIncarnatéNord.

Johnuseslanguagehatechoeghe beginningof Genesiqin the beginning. John
Is sayingthatthe Word hasexistedfrom beforethe beginningof time, from before
the creationof the world. The Word was not createdby God, but ratherexisted
before the world and was then actively involved in creating the world. As
Augustinesays,it@ beginninghas no beginning The Word was not only with
God, the Word was God. The Word thenwasin the presenceof God andwasin
fellowship or union with God. The Word was of the samenatureor essences
God. TheWord alsobringslife andlight into a darkworld, in orderto saveandto
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redeentheworld. JohnCalvinsayswe canseein this passagéwo memberf the
Trinity, and that the Son of God, the IncarnateWord is abovethe world and all
othercreaturesand hasexistedbeforeall time. This Sonis distinctandyet of the
samedivine essencasthe Father The Sonrevealsto usthewill andplanof God
for ourlives, to be madenew to befreedfrom our self-indulgenceand sin.

It is clear from John that thiz/ord of God is the Son of God, is Jesus the
Christ. In Jesus, we see and hear of &tml@ for us and of His plan and will to
give us new life.Are we listening?

SpendingTime with the Word

Whatis significantin this passages alsothat the Word hasbecomeflesh, or in-
carnate(thatis havinga bodily form). Johnsaysin 1:14, 0rheWord becameflesh
and madeHis dwelling amongus. We haveseenHis glory, the glory of the One
and Only, who camefrom the Father full of graceand truth.O This is one of the
mostimportantversesin the entire Bible. This Word who is God, andwho from
beforethe beginningof time waswith God, hasnow cometo be with us! John
Calvin saysthe verb hereto comeis emphatic,for Godis emphaticallyrevealing
His eternalpurposeandwill for our world andour lives, which is for usto bein a
renewedrelationshipwith Him. Theword herefor flesh meansthatthe Word has
comein humanflesh,or hasbecomdike mortalmen. Calvin saysyou seeherethe
two naturesdivine andhuman,unitedin oneperson,n Jesusfor Jesusvastruly
humanandtruly God.

Thereis a distincteventthathashappenedhere. The Word hasin spaceandtime
becomehuman,andremainsso for a shorttime. The Word thenbecomessome
thing that it was not before,by participatingin the limits and weaknessesf hu-
manity. Mysteriouslythe Word remainsthe samein essencebut is now in human
form. Johnsaysthe Word madeHis dwelling amongus. This termsmeansto
pitch His tent, which would haveremindedthe readersof how God was present
beforein the Tentof Meetingor in thetabernaclesThetentor tabernaclevasalso
aplacewhereGod®&glory wasevidentandpresent. In Jesusthe Sonof God, the
IncarnateWord, we seeand experiencehe fullnessof God®glory. In Jesuswe
may experiencea Secondexodus,whereGod leadsus out of sin andinto new life
in Him.

| love how EugenePetersortranslateshis verse,ashe says,Orhe Word became
fleshand blood, and movedinto the neighbohoodO Are we too busyto welcome
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Him into our neighborhoodpur hearts,our lives? When| think of how poorly |
really know any of my neighborsthis is a soberingthought. Jesushascome. Je
sushascomebecauséHe cando for us whatwe could neverhopeto. Loveis al-
ways linked to presence.Will we reciprocateand seekto spendtime with Him
too? How will we respond?ls thereany roomfor Him in our busy schedulesor
plans?

Embracing His Word

Isaiahtells us someusefulinformationaboutthe natureof God®word. In Isaiah
55:6,9, 11, Godtells us, (5eekhe Lord while He maybe found,call on Him while
Heis near For mythoughtsare not your thoughtseitherare your waysmy ways.
As the heavensare higher than the earth, so are my wayshigher than your ways
and my thoughtsthan your thoughtsESois myword that comesout of my mouth, it
will notreturnto meemptybut will accomplishwhat!| desie and achievethe pur-
posefor which| sentit. Youwill gooutin joy andbeled forth in peace.OQVhatis
Godtelling us here? God is sayingthreemain things. First, His waysare above
andbeyondus. Ourwordsarenot adequateo fully describeHim. Godinvitesus
to Him, however God invites usto discoverHim, to learnfrom Him, to encounter
Him. If we wantto understandsod, we mustseekHim andseekto know Him.
SecondGod®word flows from His personandcharacterandthus canbe trusted.
God®word is alwaysfulfilled for God is alwaysfaithful and alwaystrustworthy
Third, God®word will changeandrenewour lives. Our lives palein comparison
to God®original intent and design. As we embraceoy and peacewe enterinto
newlife.

In the OldTestament, we see God has created the entire world, that He is a
God who enjoys giving and creating life. In Jesus, we see that God wants to give
us new and eternal life. Do we see our need for new Afe?we willing to work
at finding new life in Christ? Are we willing to let God speak to us todayjpe
we willing to wait, to listen, and then to say yes to Him?
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