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Intr oduction: Whatdo you think of whenyou think of alamb? The imagethat
comesto mind is certainly cute and fuzzy or perhapsa gourmetmeal, but what
doesit meanfor Jesugo bethe Lambof God?

Biblical Background

In describinglesusasthe Lambof God, Johnis drawinguponrich Scripturalallu-
sionsto describewho Jesuss andwhy He hascome. In Exodus12, for example,
thereis a PaschalLamb that wasto be eatenat Passoverwhen eachhousehold
slaughtereda lamb and smearedts blood on the doorframes. This blood caused
the Angel of Deathto OpaseverCtheir homes. The Passovetamb however was
not seenas an offering to take away sins,andthe word for lamb hereis different
thanthat usedfor Jesus.Thereis alsoa symbolicsheegrom Isaiah53:7,who was
the Suffering Servantwho extensivelyandpainfully suffers anddiesto takeaway
the sinsof others(whowasled like a lambto the slaughte). Johnhowever does
not speakof Jesusasbeingsilentwhile beingontrial. A lambwasalsoofferedin
daily sacrificesin the temple,but not to take awaythe sinsof the world. Johnis
sharingwith usthenanideathatdrawsdeeplyfrom the Old Testamentbut which
is ultimatelyonly andtruly fulfilled by Jesus.

WeOe Rescued andRedeemetd

In John,the Paschalamb of the Passoveis reinterpretedn light of the Lord®
Supper As the Lamb of God, Jesushascometo pay the price and penaltyfor our
sins, to be sacrificedin order to saveand redeemus from our sins: from our
hopelessnesdrom our bondage,from our self-centeredness.n the Bible, the
word Oredeemedd@ansto free someondrom bondageby paying a penaltyor a
ransom. Jesusdoesthis in His deathon the cross. N.T. Wright talks aboutJesus
beingon arescuemissionfrom God, rescuingus andrestoringusto whatGod had
wantedfor usall along.

Listen to what Petersaysin 1 Peter1:18-9, saying,dror you know that it
wasnot with perishablethingssuchassilver or gold that youwere redeemedrom
the emptyway of life handeddownto you from your forefathers but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemishor defectOJesusredeemsus from
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our sins,from the emptywaysof life, becausdHe hasdonewhat noneof uscould
everdo. If youOrdike me, thereare momentsNthoseguiet momentsNwhenyou
sit andwonderODoesrvhathrmIomg matter?Do | matter?Am | just spinningmy
wheels?@ometimest® temptingto believethatwhatwe do doesnot matterNso
too often we try to makeour lives matter sometimeswithout much successThis
versespeaksto our very deepneedto have purposein our lives, to not be con
sumedby the Oemptyay of lifeOas Petercallsit. This emptinesscomesfrom
pursuingor devotingourselvedo thingsthatdon®©haveeternalor spiritual signifi-
cance.

Theincrediblemessagéereis thatweOreescuedrom the emptinesof our
lives! Jesusthe Lamb of God, redeemedis with His blood sowe could knowhim.
Justso we could know him. Knowing him rids our lives of emptiness. Knowing
Him givesour lives purpose aswe learnthat life is not aboutus, andthat life is
aboutlearninghow to worshipHim. God wantsto live lives of purposeandpas
sion,and God wantsto useto makea differencein the world aroundus andin the
lives of othersaroundus.

We CanRespond

We alsoseethis Lambof Godin Revelation(alsowritten by John).Herethe
Lambis victoriousanda praisedandpowerfulconquerar In Revelation5, we find
the Lamb that hasbeenslain, standingin the centerof the throne,receivingwor-
ship andhonorfrom both angelsandhumans.This lamb, the personof Jesusvho
we worship,is thevictor. Whateveryou aregoing throughtoday whateverfailures
you face,whateverfearsyou have,Jesuss victoriousoverit. Too oftenwe feel as
if we haveto fight battleswith our own strength but the truth is that Jesushasal-
readyfought andwon the greatestattle on our behalf. Revelationis a powerful
reminderthat no matterhow muchdarknessve seearoundus or evenin our own
hearts, Jesuss still in controlandin chage, Jesuscanovercomet. We canhave
hopebecaus®f Jesudbeingthe powerfulandvictoriousLambof God.

In this lastsong,let@ worshipthe lamb like the angelsdo in Revelation5:6:
Q\brthy is the Lamb,whowasslain, to receivepowerand wealthand wisdomand
strengthand honor and glory and praiselOHe is worthy. Only He is worthy to be
praised. HeGrescuedus! He@redeemedis! Let usrespondn worship! Worship
Is somethingwe enjoy 24-7,for all of our lives havebeenblessedandtransformed
by thecross.
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