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Introduction:  What do you think of when you think of a lamb?  The image that 
comes to mind is certainly cute and fuzzy or perhaps a gourmet meal, but what 
does it mean for Jesus to be the Lamb of God?

Biblical Background

 In describing Jesus as the Lamb of God, John is drawing upon rich Scriptural allu-
sions to describe who Jesus is and why He has come.  In Exodus 12, for example, 
there is a Paschal Lamb that was to be eaten at Passover, when each household 
slaughtered a lamb and smeared its blood on the doorframes.  This blood caused 
the Angel of Death to ‘pass over’ their homes.  The Passover lamb however, was 
not seen as an offering to take away sins, and the word for lamb here is different 
than that used for Jesus.  There is also a symbolic sheep from Isaiah 53:7, who was 
the Suffering Servant, who extensively and painfully suffers and dies to take away 
the sins of others (who was led like a lamb to the slaughter).  John however, does 
not speak of Jesus as being silent while being on trial.  A lamb was also offered in 
daily sacrifices in the temple, but not to take away the sins of the world.   John is 
sharing with us then an idea that draws deeply from the Old Testament, but which 
is ultimately only and truly fulfilled by Jesus. 

We’re Rescued and Redeemed!

 In John, the Paschal Lamb of the Passover is reinterpreted in light of the Lord’s 
Supper.  As the Lamb of God, Jesus has come to pay the price and penalty for our 
sins, to be sacrificed in order to save and redeem us from our sins:  from our 
hopelessness, from our bondage, from our self-centeredness.  In the Bible, the 
word ‘redeemed’ means to free someone from bondage by paying a penalty or a 
ransom.  Jesus does this in His death on the cross.  N.T. Wright talks about Jesus 
being on a rescue mission from God, rescuing us and restoring us to what God had 
wanted for us all along.  

Listen to what Peter says in 1 Peter 1:18-9, saying, “For you know that it 
was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” Jesus redeems us from 
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our sins, from the empty ways of life, because He has done what none of us could 
ever do.  If you’re like me, there are moments—those quiet moments—when you 
sit and wonder, “Does what I’m doing matter? Do I matter? Am I just spinning my 
wheels?” Sometimes it’s tempting to believe that what we do does not matter—so 
too often we try to make our lives matter, sometimes without much success. This 
verse speaks to our very deep need to have purpose in our lives, to not be con-
sumed by the ‘empty way of life’ as Peter calls it.   This emptiness comes from 
pursuing or devoting ourselves to things that don’t have eternal or spiritual signifi-
cance.  

The incredible message here is that we’re rescued from the emptiness of our 
lives! Jesus, the Lamb of God, redeemed us with His blood so we could know him.  
Just so we could know him. Knowing him rids our lives of emptiness.   Knowing 
Him gives our lives purpose, as we learn that life is not about us, and that life is 
about learning how to worship Him.  God wants to live lives of purpose and pas-
sion, and God wants to use to make a difference in the world around us and in the 
lives of others around us. 

We Can Respond

We also see this Lamb of God in Revelation (also written by John). Here the 
Lamb is victorious and a praised and powerful conqueror.  In Revelation 5, we find 
the Lamb that has been slain, standing in the center of the throne, receiving wor-
ship and honor from both angels and humans. This lamb, the person of Jesus who 
we worship, is the victor. Whatever you are going through today, whatever failures 
you face, whatever fears you have, Jesus is victorious over it.  Too often we feel as 
if we have to fight battles with our own strength, but the truth is that Jesus has al-
ready fought and won the greatest battle on our behalf.  Revelation is a powerful 
reminder that no matter how much darkness we see around us or even in our own 
hearts, Jesus is still in control and in charge, Jesus can overcome it.  We can have 
hope because of Jesus being the powerful and victorious Lamb of God.

In this last song, let’s worship the lamb like the angels do in Revelation 5:6: 
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!” He is worthy. Only He is worthy to be 
praised.  He’s rescued us! He’s redeemed us! Let us respond in worship!  Worship 
is something we enjoy 24-7, for all of our lives have been blessed and transformed 
by the cross. 
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What do we Really Need?


