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Intr oduction: Whenyou live in thedesertyou really learnto appreciatavater In
fact, whenyou live in the desert,and haveto dealwith daily dangerof dehydra
tion, you really learnthatwateris truly life giving. In a reminderof how at times,
free choiceis lessthanhealthy | usedto seepeopleload up whole shoppingcarts
of sodaor beerinsteadof water How canwe makesurewe drink asdeeplyaswe
canandneedto from waterandfrom the sourceof Living Water?

How is God like a Spring of LivingWater?

The nationof Israelwaswell awareof whatlife in a desertentailed,sotheyknew
well theimportanceof waterfor daily survival. Sincewateris soessentiafor hu-
manlife, it shouldbe no surprisethenthat Godis oftenreferredto in the Bible as
beinglike Living Waterto us,or asprovidinguswith Living Water(andthusbeing
the creatorandgiver of life, who givesuseverythingwe really need). In Jeremiah
2:13, God laments, My peoplehave committedtwo sins: they haveforsakenme,
the spring of living water and have dug their own cisterns,broken cisternsthat
cannothold water.O Godis this Springof Living Waterwho continuallygiveslife
to us. In thosedays,thereweretwo main sourcesof water suchasflowing and
clean water from natural springsor still water from humanly made cisternsor
wells. Springsof water were preferredas healthierand more natural. Cisterns
wereoftenbrokenandleaky andlimited evenwhenproperlyworking in whatthey
couldhold. This analogyremindsusthatanytimewe seeklife from somethingor
someoneelse,from the createdratherthan from our Creator it will be lessthan
whatGodplansfor us.

Water is also linked to God® offer of salvationand new life. In Isaiah
12:2-3,for example Isaiahsays,Buely Godis my salvation; | will trust and not
beafraid. TheLord, theLord, is mystrengthandmysong;He hasbecomemy sal
vation. With joy youwill draw waterfromthewells of salvationO God offersusto
saveus,to give uslife, if we arewilling to draw from His wells. Evenattheend
of the Bible, in Revelation,we seethis promisein 21:6, where God says,Qt is
done | amthe Alphaandthe Omegathe Beginningandthe End. To him whois
thirsty | will give to drink without costfrom the spring of the water of life.O God
thenpromisedo give uslife, to saveusandto meetour deepesheeds. Justaswe

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. www.peacechurch.net




by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

needwaterin orderto live andto be healthy we alsoneedto bein a relationship
with Godin orderto really bealive.

How does Jesus Satisfy ouBpiritual Thirst?

Jesusasthe Sonof God, is alsolinked to water In two passagefrom Johnwe
seethat Jesugpromisesto be life giving to us. In John4:13-4,Jesugells the Sa
maritanwoman(andus), GEveryonewho drinks of this waterwill bethirsty again,
but whoeverdrinksthe water| givethemwill neverthirst. Indeedthewater! give
themwill becomen thema spring of water welling up to eternallife.O The term
welling up is a dynamic and vigorous term referring to a leapingup. Jesusis
promisingus thatwe will haveanabundantinddynamiclife if we drink from the
waterHe offersus. Theideaof springwaterremindsusthatwhat God offersusis
lasting, healthy pure,naturalandclean. We were createdo needandto enjoy Je
sus,soHis living waterwill truly satisfyus.

Oneway that Jesussatisfiesour spiritual thirst is with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Jesudatersaysin John7:37-8,0f anyoneis thirsty, let themcometo meanddrink.
Whoeverbelievesin me, as the Scriptues has said, streamsof living water will
flow from within themO John saysthat this will be the gift of the Holy Spirit
(7:39). Jesusgnvites eachof usto cometo Him if we havea spiritual thirst. But
we mustfirst acknowledgeand admit our needfor Him. Too many peopletoday
arein denialof their spiritualneedspr too often,theylook to satisfytheseneedsn
the wrong placesor in the wrongways. Jesugnadethis promiseduring the cele
brationof the Feastof Tabernaclesywhenlsraelrememberedhe faithful provision
of Godduring their wildernesswanderingsjncluding of waterfrom arock. Jesus
Is sayingthatinsteadof looking to the past,we areto seein this very moment,He

is willing to satisfyour deepesspirituallongingsandthirst.

How can we allow steams of living waterto flow out of our lives?

Jesugells usthatwe areto enjoyhavingstreamf living waterflowing out
of us,thatis, we areto belife giving andChristsharing. The gift of JesusChristis
neverto beviewedassomethingor us,for usto benefitfrom. JesugevealsHim-
selfandcallsusto Him, in orderthatwe will thengo out andshareHim with oth-
ers. Look at how this Samaritanwvomanresponded.At the beginningof the day;
shewould havebeenan unlikely candidateto be chosenby God asan evangelist.
Her immorality, her being a woman and her being a Samaritanwould have all
addedup to threestrikesagainsther. Johntells us what happensext, sayingin
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4:39, Vlany of the Samaritansfrom that town believedin Jesusbecauseof the
woman€testimonyO Becausave know Christ, we mustshareHim with othersso
theytoo candrink deeplyandjoyfully from the wells of salvation. We mustun-
derstandthat the blessingof Living Water must and is intendedby God to be
shared.

Oneotherway thatwe allow streamsof living waterto flow out of usis by
actively andintentionally seeking,fosteringand enjoying the presenceand power
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. As David saysin Psalm42:1,Gasthe deerpantsfor
streamsof water so my soul pantsfor you, o God. My soul thirsts for God, the
Living God. Whencan| go and meetwith God?O Do you long for moreof Godin
thisway? Do you literally feel your achefor Godin your mind, bodyandsoul? If
we want to grow in our relationshipwith Christ, we mustfirst humbly acknowt
edgeour needfor Him.

Being at churchthenis not aboutbeing respectableor looking good, but
ratherbeinga Christianis aboutclinging to God andseekingHis presencen order
thatwe might survive. Do peopleseeJesudn us? Do we live our lives in away
that gives glory to God? Do we live our live in a way that points othersto the
cross?Whatstatementsrewe makingwith our lives? Whatwill otherssayabout
us? Whatdo you seeklife from otherthanGod? Whatdoesyour life suggesthat
you cannotive without?

We shouldprayerfully expectGod to bring peopleinto our lives who need
Him andwho He wantsus to shareHim with. The Holy Spirit will makeus as
Christwasin thisworld. TheHoly Spirit will spurusto getoutof ourselvesandto
getinterestedn others,to be usefulto God. The Living Waterthenwill flow in
andthroughusasawaveof blessingn andto ourworld.
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