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Intr oduction: In hisbook,A ShepherdLooks at Psalm23, Phillip Keller saystheimagery
of Jesusasour Shepherdells us, Q belongto Him simply becauseHe deliberatelychoseto
create me as the object of His own affectionO As we look at thesepassageswe find
ourselvesconfrontedwith somebasicquestions: Do | really cling or keepcloseto Jesus?
Do | really follow His lead? Do | allow Him to protectme andprovidefor me? Do | enjoy
His affectionandpresence et us pondertheseguestiongogetherthis morning.

We are God's Sheep

Theimageryof usbeingsheepandof Godandof Jesudeinglike a shepherds a common
onein the Scriptures. For example,in Psalm100:3, David affirms, 'Know that the Lord is
God, it is He who madeus, and we are His, we are His people,the sheepof His pastue.O
We havea deepneedfor God, for aslIsaiahsaysin Isaiah53:6, O\e all, like sheephave
gone astray eachof us haveturnedto His own way; and the Lord haslaid on Him the
iniquity of us all. O And of coursethe classictext from Psalm23, whereDavid saysin 23;1,
OrheLord is my Shephet, | shall notbein wantO So.Godis our Shepherdandwe areHis
sheep.How arewe like sheep?

This analogyof us as being like sheepis more accuratethan you may know. As | was
readingaboutsheepthis week,| startedto chuckle,asl comparedchumanswith sheep. Dr.
Bob Smith, the retired professorof Philosophyat Bethel Seminary oncesaid, sheepare a
compellingargumentagainstevolution, for it is impossibleto seehow they havesurvived
overtime. Phillip Keller tells usaboutthe natureof sheep.Sheepareutterly helpless.They
have limited intelligence and are uncreativein finding food. Sheepwill follow paths
throughdesolateglacesevenwhenabundantorageis in sight. Sheeparecreatureof habit,
givento listlessandaimlesswanderings.Thereareevenreportsof sheepwvalking into fires.
Sheeparebothtimid andstubborn. Sheedrighteneasily oftenat the mostridiculousthings.
At times,nothingwill movethem. They areabsolutelydefenselesandtakethe mostwork
to takecareof amongfarm animals.

As a Pastoy one of the termswe usefor churcheds thatof a flock. Onethingthatl have
learneds thatmostpeopledo not wantto be who God hascreatedhemto be. Theywantto
be smartertheywantto be independentthey wantto go their own way. | sawthis oftenin
Texas,where peoplewould stepinside the churchonly for baptisms,weddings,funerals,
Easterand Christmas. Being a sheepbeingGod'ssheeps a 24-7 vocation. We havebeen
createdo bein need,of protection,of provision,of care. We needto betrueto whowe are,
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to our needfor God. We arenot God: we arenotin control, we arenot capableof living on
ourown. We needto besheep.We alsoneeda shepherdye needJesus.

Jesus is ourShepherd

In John10, Jesudells usin 10:2-5,rhemanwho entersby the gateis the shephed of his
sheep. Thewatchmamopensthe gatefor him, andthe sheegistento His voice. He calls his
own sheepby nameand leadsthemout. Whenhe hasbroughtout all his own, he goeson
aheadof them,and the sheepfollow him becauseheyknowhis voice. But theywill never
follow a stranger;in fact, they will run away from him becausethey do not recognizea
stranger'svoice?O In a societythat is increasinglyurban, it is importantto ponderwhat
shepherdslo and who shepherdsre. Shepherdings an intimate profession. Palestinian
shepherdslid not drive their sheepratherthey wentbeforethemandled them. Shepherds
would often tendsheepfor yearsandwould call eachsheepby name. ScottishHighlander
shepherdswearthateachsheepwill answerto their own names. Eachsheeqiterally relied
on the shepherd'sare 24-7 to survive. Shepherdingnvolved familarity, for eachsheep
knew the voice of their shepherd.In this illustration, we seethe type of sheepfoldwhere
several flocks are watched over night. Each shepherdenters by the gate and is
acknowledgedby the porter Each shepherdcalls their flock out by voice recognition.
Sometimesyisitorsto the Middle Eastwill testthis conceptandwill changeclotheswith a
shepherdo testthe sheep.The sheepwill ignorethemfor theyfollow only onevoice,andit
is notthatone. How is Jesusour Shepherd?

Jesuknowsus. Jesuknowsour names.Jesugallsusandinvitesusto follow Him. Jesus
knows everythingaboutus, including how to tell us apartfrom the restof the flock. Jesus
will keepussafe. Jesudeadusoutinto pastureandinto life. Psalm23 reinforcesthat God

Is our Shepherd.We shall not be in want (vs 1), we shall be contentand satisfiedby God,

who will providefor usabundantly Theword abundantomesfrom the Latin wordsaband
undare which meansto rise in wavesor to overflow, suchasoceanwavesor a flood. The

Greekword for abundants perissosor surplus. God will provide for our needsand then
more. Godprovidesuswith rest. Sheepcannotrestif theyarehungry worriedor in conflict

with othersheep Godthengivesus restandfreedomfrom worry. Jesugjivesus guidance,
for otherwise we will getlostandwanderaway God givesus safety from predatorsfrom

harm,from the darknes®f life, suchasgloom,depressiomr despair

Do we let Jesuse our Shepherd?Do we give up control of our lives sothatHe canguide
us, providefor us andprotectus? Are we willing to let Him be our Shephercandto be His
sheep?The main problemwe haveis thatwe seekto be our own Shepherdandthatwe do
not trust God or Jesus.How canwe lay asideself sufiiciency andlay asidethe stressesnd
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burdensof life? By prayer by trust, by choosingto be a sheep. By choosingto enterinto
newlife throughJesus..

Jesus is ourGate

In John10:7, 10, Jesustells us, Ol tell you the truth: | am the gate for the sheep...have
comethat theymay havelife, and haveit to the full.O Sir Geoge Smith, an Old testament
scholaronedaywastravelingwith a guide,andcameacrossandshepherandhis sheep.He
fell into conversatiowith him. The manshowedhim thefold into whichthesheepwvereled
into at night. It consistedf four walls, with away in. The shepherdold him thatis where
the sheepsleepat night, andthatwhenthey arein there,they areperfectlysafe. Sir Geoge
said,butthereis nodoor Theshepherdaid,| amthedoor Compellingly theshepherdvas
not a Christianand was not using Biblical language. Rathey he was speakingas an Arab
shepherd. Smith askedwhat he meantby the door. The Shepherdeplied, Whenthe light
hasgone,andall the sheepareinside, | lie in the openspace,and no sheepevergoesout
acrossny body, andno wolf comesin unlesshecrossesny body; | amthe doorO Jesusvas
usingthisimageryto describehow He intendsto blessus.

Jesuss sayingthatHe is the Living Door. In orderto gointo thefield, you mustgo through
Him. Whenwe comein, we are safebecauseof Him. Whenwe go out, we find pasture.
We areto follow whereHe leads,knowing that He doesknow best. This imageryof a door
or gateasthe meansof salvationis onefound elsewheresuchasin John14:6 (whereJesus
says,| amthe way). The secondcenturyPalestinianwriter Hegesippugells us that when
Jamesthe brotherof Jesusvasquestionednwhatthe doorof Jesusmeanttheyapparently
did not like his answerandkilled him. As Chrysostontells us,whenJesudringsusto the
Father He is a door, whenHe takescareof us, He is a shepherd.Jesughenis our way to
God. It is Jesuswvho protects,who watchesover us, who givesuslife. Do we seekHim?
Or do we seekto enterthroughour own effort or own initative. In Jesus'sime aswell as
now, therewere a variety of faiths vying for attention. The Christianmessages that we
needto know Jesusye needto seekJesusf we wantto find God,if we wantto beintimate
with God.

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. www.peacechurch.net




