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Intr oduction:  In his book, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, Phillip Keller says the imagery 
of Jesus as our Shepherd tells us, ÒI belong to Him simply because He deliberately chose to 
create me as the object of His own affection.Ó  As we look at these passages, we find 
ourselves confronted with some basic questions:  Do I  really cling or keep close to Jesus?  
Do I really follow His lead?  Do I  allow Him to protect me and provide for me?  Do I enjoy 
His affection and presence?  Let us ponder these questions together this morning.

We are God's Sheep

 The imagery of us being sheep and of God and of Jesus being like a shepherd is a common 
one in the Scriptures.  For example, in Psalm 100:3, David affirms, 'Know that the Lord is 
God, it is He who made us, and we are His, we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.Ó    
We have a deep need for God, for as Isaiah says in Isaiah 53:6, ÒWe all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us have turned to His own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.Ó  And of course the classic text from Psalm 23, where David says in 23;1, 
ÒThe Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want.Ó  So. God is our Shepherd and we are His 
sheep.  How are we like sheep?

 This analogy of us as being like sheep is more accurate than you may know.  As I was 
reading about sheep this week, I started to chuckle, as I compared humans with sheep.  Dr. 
Bob Smith, the retired professor of Philosophy at Bethel Seminary, once said, sheep are a 
compelling argument against evolution, for it  is impossible to see how they have survived 
over time.  Phillip Keller tells us about the nature of sheep.  Sheep are utterly helpless.  They 
have limited intelligence and are uncreative in finding food.  Sheep will  follow paths 
through desolate places even when abundant forage is in sight.  Sheep are creatures of habit, 
given to listless and aimless wanderings.  There are even reports of sheep walking into fires.  
Sheep are both timid and stubborn.  Sheep frighten easily, often at the most ridiculous things.  
At times, nothing will  move them.  They are absolutely defenseless and take the most work 
to take care of among farm animals.  

 As a Pastor, one of the terms we use for churches is that of a flock.  One thing that I have 
learned is that most people do not want to be who God has created them to be.  They want to 
be smarter, they want to be independent, they want to go their own way.  I saw this often in 
Texas, where people would step inside the church only for baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
Easter and Christmas.  Being a sheep, being God's sheep is a 24-7 vocation.  We have been 
created to be in need, of protection, of provision, of care.  We need to be true to who we are, 
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to our need for God.  We are not God: we are not in control, we are not capable of living on 
our own.  We need to be sheep.  We also need a shepherd, we need Jesus.

Jesus is our Shepherd

 In John 10, Jesus tells us in 10:2-5, ÒThe man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his 
sheep.  The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to His voice.  He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  But they will  never 
follow a stranger; in fact, they will  run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger's voice?Ó  In a society that is increasingly urban, it is important to ponder what 
shepherds do and who shepherds are.  Shepherding is an intimate profession.  Palestinian 
shepherds did not drive their sheep, rather they went before them and led them.  Shepherds 
would often tend sheep for years and would call each sheep by name.  Scottish Highlander 
shepherds swear that each sheep will answer to their own names.  Each sheep literally relied 
on the shepherd's care 24-7 to survive.  Shepherding involved familarity, for each sheep 
knew the voice of their shepherd.  In this illustration, we see the type of sheepfold, where 
several flocks are watched over night.  Each shepherd enters by the gate and is 
acknowledged by the porter.  Each shepherd calls their flock out by voice recognition.  
Sometimes, visitors to the Middle East will test this concept and will change clothes with a 
shepherd to test the sheep.  The sheep will  ignore them for they follow  only one voice, and it 
is not that one.  How is Jesus our Shepherd?  

 Jesus knows us.  Jesus knows our names.  Jesus calls us and invites us to follow Him.  Jesus 
knows everything about us, including how to tell us apart from the rest of the flock.  Jesus 
will  keep us safe.  Jesus lead us out into pasture and into life.  Psalm 23 reinforces that God 
is our Shepherd.  We shall not be in want (vs 1), we shall be content and satisfied by God, 
who will  provide for us abundantly.  The word abundant comes from the Latin words ab and 
undare, which means to rise in waves or to overflow, such as ocean waves or a flood.  The 
Greek word for abundant is perissos or surplus.  God will  provide for our needs and then 
more.  God provides us with rest.  Sheep cannot rest if  they are hungry, worried or in conflict 
with other sheep. God then gives us rest and freedom from worry.  Jesus gives us guidance, 
for otherwise, we will  get lost and wander away.  God gives us safety, from predators, from 
harm, from the darkness of life, such as gloom, depression or despair.  

 Do we let Jesus be our Shepherd?  Do we give up control of our lives so that He can guide 
us, provide for us and protect us?  Are we willing  to let Him be our Shepherd and to be His 
sheep?  The main problem we have is that we seek to be our own Shepherd, and that we do 
not trust God or Jesus.  How can we lay aside self sufficiency and lay aside the stresses and 
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burdens of life?  By prayer, by trust, by choosing to be a sheep.  By choosing to enter into 
new life through Jesus..  

Jesus is our Gate

 In John 10:7, 10, Jesus tells us, Ò I tell you the truth: I am the gate for the sheep...I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.Ó  Sir George Smith, an Old testament 
scholar one day was traveling with a guide, and came across and shepherd and his sheep.  He 
fell into conversation with him.  The man showed him the fold into which the sheep were led 
into at night.  It consisted of four walls, with a way in.  The shepherd told him that is where 
the sheep sleep at night, and that when they are in there, they are perfectly safe.  Sir George 
said, but there is no door.  The shepherd said, I am the door.  Compellingly, the shepherd was 
not a Christian and was not using Biblical language.  Rather, he was speaking as an Arab 
shepherd.  Smith asked what he meant by the door.  The Shepherd replied, When the light 
has gone, and all the sheep are inside, I  lie in the open space, and no sheep ever goes out 
across my body, and no wolf  comes in unless he crosses my body; I am the door.Ó  Jesus was 
using this imagery to describe how He intends to bless us.

 Jesus is saying that He is the Living Door.  In order to go into the field, you must go through 
Him.  When we come in, we are safe because of Him.  When we go out, we find pasture.  
We are to follow where He leads, knowing that He does know best.  This imagery of a door 
or gate as the means of salvation is one found elsewhere, such as in John 14:6 (where Jesus 
says, I  am the way).  The second century Palestinian writer Hegesippus tells us that when 
James, the brother of Jesus was questioned on what the door of Jesus meant, they apparently 
did not like his answer and killed him.  As Chrysostom tells us, when Jesus brings us to the 
Father, He is a door, when He takes care of us, He is a shepherd.  Jesus then is our way to 
God.  It is Jesus who protects, who watches over us, who gives us life.  Do we seek Him?  
Or do we seek to enter through our own effort or own initative.  In Jesus's time as well as 
now, there were a variety of faiths vying for attention.  The Christian message is that we 
need to know Jesus, we need to seek Jesus if  we want to find God, if  we want to be intimate 
with God.
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