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Intr oduction: In anarticlecalledthe EasterHit Parade Brian Fitzpatrick, the senior
editor of CultureandMedia Instituteremindsusthatthe Easterseasons onethatis usedby
the mediato questionthe teachingsof Judaismand Christianity He notessomeexamples,
such as: last year the Da Vinci Code, and this year; the 3-4 Discovery Channel
presentatiorof a Osci-fidpremise(not documentary}hat claimedthey had discoveredthe
tomb of Jesus,a claim skeweredby seculay Jewishand Christian scholarsalike. Such
Onew(@hallengesusually questionwhetherthe resurrectionreally happened. In essence,
they askwhetherGod canbetrusted? CanGod actuallyraisepeoplefrom the dead? Let us
ponderthis together

God can BeTrusted

Do you trust God? Do you believein His promises? God knew the resurrectionof
Jesuswvould blow our minds,andso He madesuretherewould be overwhelmingtestimony
of the resurrectionof Christ. Mary testifiedto it saying:Q haveseenthe Lord!O(19:18).
Shewasnottheonly one. Paultells usin 1 Corinthiansl5:3-7,Qhat Christ diedfor our sins
accoding to the Scriptules, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day
accowding to the Scriptues, and that He appeaed to Peter and thento the twelve. After
that, He appeaedto more thanfive hundied of the brothersat the sametime, mostof whom
are still living, thoughsomehavefallen asleep. ThenHe appeaedto Jamesthento all the
apostles,and last of all He appeaed to me also, as to one abnormallyborn.O The risen
Jesusappearedio so many of His followers so that there would be no doubt of His
resurrection.In fact, this numberof withesseexceededvhatwould be neededor a Jewish
or evenone of our courtsof law. This is why MatthewArnold, the 19" Centurypoethas
said,Qhe Resurectionof JesusChristis the bestattestedactin history.O

We find Mary herestill weepingin grief, first that Jesuds dead,andsecondthatHis
bodyis gone(19:11, 13). How muchworsecanit get? Johnmakest clearthatthe disciples
still hadnot yet graspechow Jesushadwould die andberesurrected19:9). For examplejn
Luke 9:22, Jesussays,Orhe Sonof Man mustsuffer manythings and be rejectedby the
elders,chief priestsand teachersof the law, and He mustbe killed and on the thrid day be
raisedto life.O EverythingchangedvhenJesusalledher by nameandrevealedHimself to
her(19:16) Godcanbetrusted!GodkeepsHis Word!

Nothing is Impossible forGod
What we learnon Easteris that nothingis impossiblefor God. In fact, this wasnot
thefirst time God hadresurrectedomeone.Remembetazarus?In Johnll, Jesussaysin
11:4, 25-6, 40, Orhis sicknesswill notendin death. No, it is for God'sglory sothat God's
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Sonmaybe glorified throughit...] amthe resurectionandthelife. Theywho believein me
will live, eventhoughtheydie; andwhoeveiivesandbelievesn mewill neverdie. Do you

believethis?...Did | not tell you that if you believed,you would seethe glory of God?0
Lazarus,like Jesus,had beendeadlong enoughthat there was no doubt a miracle was
performed. EveryonewasgrievingwhenJesusarrivedandno onehadaremoteideaof what
wasaboutto happen.Again, thereis a crowd of witnessedo whathashappened.Scripture
makesdit clearthatGodis sovereigroverour world, overall of life, andin theresurrectiorof

Lazarus and Jesus,of deathtoo. Nothing is impossiblefor God! One of the most
compellingaspectof theresurrectiorof Christis how the disciple'slives weretransformed.
Thedisciples,asthey graspedhat Christwasrisen,weretransformedrom defeatedpeople
to emboldenedvitnessedo the risenLord. Thereis no way to explain this without them
havingseentherisenJesus

Our God is a God of life. God caresdeeplyaboutevery aspectof our lives. As a
result, He now invites us to enjoy new lives in Christ. As Paultells usin 1 Corinthians
15:22,says,dFor asin Adamall die, soin Christall will be madealive.O How alive arewe
this morning? | believeeachof usis missingout on the fulinessof life, for too oftenwe live
for ourselvesnsteadof for Jesus.Dietrich Bonhoefer, in Letters and Papersfrom Prison,
tells us, Grom the resurection of Christ a new and purifying wind can blow through our
presentworld...If a fewpeoplereally believedthat and actedonit in their daily lives,a great
deal would be changed. To live in the light of the resurection-thatis what Eastermears.O
Will we be oneof thosefew who becomeesurrectegheople?As EugenePetersortells usin
The JesusWay, Jrollowing Jesusdoesn'tget us where we wantto go. It getsusto whese
Jesusgoes,where we meetHim in resurectionsurprise: 'My Lord and my GodO Peterson
is telling usthattheresurrectedife is whenwe learnto live accordingto God®will. In your
own lives, how do you needto embracehat nothingis impossiblefor God? Whereareyou
deadto Christ? How doesGod wantto makeyou morefully alive this morning: by being
forgiving, by beingtrusting,by letting Him bein chage? How muchjoy do you have?How
muchpeace?Are youtrustingin andsurrenderedo Him?
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