
“I Have Seen the Lord”
Easter Sunday 2007

Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-19

Introduction:  In an article called the Easter Hit Parade, Brian Fitzpatrick , the senior 
editor of Culture and Media Institute reminds us that the Easter season is one that is used by 
the media to question the teachings of Judaism and Christianity.  He notes some examples, 
such as:  last year, the Da Vinci Code, and this year; the 3-4 Discovery Channel 
presentation of a “sci-fi” premise (not documentary) that claimed they had discovered the 
tomb of Jesus, a claim skewered by secular, Jewish and Christian scholars alike.  Such 
“new” challenges usually question whether the resurrection really happened.  In essence, 
they ask whether God can be trusted?  Can God actually raise people from the dead?  Let us 
ponder this together.

God can Be Trusted
Do you trust God?  Do you believe in His promises?  God knew the resurrection of 

Jesus would blow our minds, and so He made sure there would be overwhelming testimony 
of the resurrection of Christ.  Mary testified to it saying: “I have seen the Lord!” (19:18).  
She was not the only one.  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, “that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Peter, and then to the twelve.  After 
that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of  whom 
are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then He appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, and last of all He appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.”  The risen 
Jesus appeared to so many of His followers so that there would be no doubt of His 
resurrection.  In fact, this number of witnesses exceeded what would be needed for a Jewish 
or even one of our courts of law.  This is why Matthew Arnold, the 19th Century poet has 
said, “the Resurrection of  Jesus Christ is the best attested fact in history.” 

We find Mary here still weeping in grief, first that Jesus is dead, and second, that His 
body is gone (19:11, 13).  How much worse can it get?  John makes it clear that the disciples 
still had not yet grasped how Jesus had would die and be resurrected (19:9). For example, in 
Luke 9:22, Jesus says, “The Son of  Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of  the law, and He must be killed and on the thrid day be 
raised to life.”  Everything changed when Jesus called her by name and revealed Himself to 
her (19:16)   God can be trusted! God keeps His Word!

Nothing is Impossible for God
What we learn on Easter is that nothing is impossible for God.  In fact, this was not 

the first time God had resurrected someone.  Remember Lazarus?  In John 11, Jesus says in 
11:4, 25-6, 40, “This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God's glory so that God's 
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Son may be glorified through it...I am the resurrection and the life.  They who believe in me 
will live, even though they die; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?... Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of  God?”  
Lazarus, like Jesus, had been dead long enough that there was no doubt a miracle was 
performed.  Everyone was grieving when Jesus arrived and no one had a remote idea of what 
was about to happen.  Again, there is a crowd of witnesses to what has happened.  Scripture 
makes it clear that God is sovereign over our world, over all of life, and in the resurrection of 
Lazarus and Jesus, of death too.  Nothing is impossible for God!  One of the most 
compelling aspects of the resurrection of Christ is how the disciple's lives were transformed.  
The disciples, as they grasped that Christ was risen, were transformed from defeated people 
to emboldened witnesses to the risen Lord.  There is no way to explain this without them 
having seen the risen Jesus  

Our God is a God of life.  God cares deeply about every aspect of our lives.  As a 
result, He now invites us to enjoy new lives in Christ.  As Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 
15:22, says, “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  How alive are we 
this morning?  I believe each of us is missing out on the fullness of life, for too often we live  
for ourselves instead of for Jesus.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Letters and Papers from Prison, 
tells us, “from the resurrection of Christ a new and purifying wind can blow through our 
present world...If a few people really believed that and acted on it in their daily lives, a great 
deal would be changed.  To live in the light of the resurrection-that is what Easter means.”  
Will we be one of those few who become resurrected people?  As Eugene Peterson tells us in 
The Jesus Way, “Following Jesus doesn't get us where we want to go.  It gets us to where 
Jesus goes, where we meet Him in resurrection surprise:  'My Lord and my God.”  Peterson 
is telling us that the resurrected life is when we learn to live according to God’s will.  In your 
own lives, how do you need to embrace that nothing is impossible for God?  Where are you 
dead to Christ?  How does God want to make you more fully alive this morning: by being 
forgiving, by being trusting, by letting Him be in charge?  How much joy do you have? How 
much peace?  Are you trusting in and surrendered to Him?
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