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Acts 4:8-22; John 14:1-14

Intr oduction: | praiseGod for Mapquestalthoughat times| wonderwhy they give me
the directionsthey do. Why drive up to Florin when| cantake Sheldon? Nevermind,|
justansweredny own question. Left to myself, | would be perpetuallyiost. It isthesame
for for us spiritually. We needto beled andguidedby Jesus.Let us ponderhow He can
do sothis morning.

Trusting in Him

Jesusjn John 13, hadjust spenttime with the disciples,predictingHis impendingbe-
trayal by oneof themandof His death. Jesugold themin 14:1, o not let your hearts
betroubled. Trustin God; trust alsoin meO Johnis usingthe sameword herefor being
troubledaswhatJesudelt whensharingof His betrayal. Jesughenis sympathetido how
theyarefeeling. R. Kent Hughesdescribeghe agewe live in, asbeinga cardiacage,for
we live in an agefilled with anxiety Thereare so many thingsto be anxiousabout:
money jobs,homes children,safety health,the future, the presentthe stateof the world,
the war in Iraq, etc. Not only do we deal with real stressesye also wrestlewith our
overly activeimaginations.As Keatsoncesaid, Omaginarygrievanceshavealwaysbeen
mytormentmore thanreal onesO | amdaily confrontedbothwith my needandwith my
failure to fully trustin Him, with bothrealandimaginedstressesHow aboutyou?

We can only trust Jesus by intentionally praying to and surrendering to\Videm.
must choose to be people of trust. Jesus calls us to trust in God, and signiticatsly
trust in Him. Jesus does not just redirect us to God, Jesus calls us to seek Him, to set our
sights and fix our eyes on Him (Hebrews 12:Phe Greek tense here is that of continu
ous action, to keep on trustinge must continuously trust Him by remembering who He
is, and what He has done for U&/e can only overcome our propensity to being troubled
by reorienting all of who we are around the cross of Chvig&.must learn to let go and to
welcome Him into all of our hearts.

Jesusalsoreassuresis that He will notabandorus. Jesugold themin 14:3,Q amgoing
there to prepake a placefor you. Andif | goandprepate a placefor you, | will comeback
andtakeyouto be with methat you alsomaybewhere | amO Jesuss promisingus that
our relationshipwith Him is secure. Jesusloves us and will not forget or forsakeus.
Paul Tournie, A Swisscounselorwrote a book, A Place For You, wherehe quotesone
client, who said, Basically | am alwayslooking for a place-forsomewhes to be O As
believerswe know thatJesusffersusthis placein Himself.
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This morning,Jesuss askingus, do you trustme? Will you trustme? Will you let
go of your burdens stresseandworries? Will you let me takethoseheavyloadsoff of
your backandsubmitto my yoke, which is always easyandlight (Matthew 11:28-30)?
Whatareyou troubledaboutthis morning? How canyoulet it go?

| Am the Way, the Truth, the Life

ThomasaskedJesusvhereHe wasgoing. Jesusansweredim, statingin 14:6, amthe
way and the truth andthelife. No onecomesto the Father exceptthroughmeO Jesuss
interweavingherethe importanceof following Him andof seekingHis will, guidanceand
direction. ThomasA Kempisdescribeghis versewell, suggestinglesuss saying, Jrol-
low thoume, | amthe way and the truth and the life. Without the way there is no going;
without the truth there is no knowing; without the life there is no living. | am the way
which thou mustfollow; the truth which thou mustbelieve;the life for which thou must
hope. | am the inviolable way; the infallible truth; the neverendinglife. | am the
straightestway; the soveeigntruth; life true, life blessed)ife uncreated. If thouremain
in myway thou shaltknowthetruth, andthetruth shall maketheefree,andthoushaltlay
hold on eternallife.O If we wantto know God,if we wantto know thetruth, if we wantto
know howto really bealive, we mustfollow Jesus.

Peterreinforcesthe importanceof Jesusin Acts 4:12, saying,OSalvationis foundin no
oneelse,for there is no other nameunder heavengivento peopleby which we mustbe
savedO Jesuss our only hope. This particularl amsayingis perhapghe mostcontrover
sial, becauseof it's scandalof particularity In his book, Is Jesusthe Only Savior?,
Jame<£dwardsaddressethis particularity Edwardssayson pages?238-9,"Particularity
Is the presuppositiorof universality.. Theparticularity of the Incarnationis not just good
news,it is the bestnews. It meanghat God cannow be knownas neverbefore...TheGod
who sentthe Soninto the world to die for the sinsof the world now sendsbelieversin the
Soninto theworld. Theybearthe goodnewsthatthe Godwhois theworld's only creator
Is alsoits only redeemem JesusChrist"

Seeing and Doing

As we embracelesusastheway, thetruth andthelife, we mustrespondn faith, in seeing
andin doing. Jesugells usin 14:9,12, QAnyonewho hasseenmehasseenthe Father..|
tell youthe truth, anyonewho hasfaith in mewill do what!l havebeendoing. Theywill
do evengreaterthingsthan these becausd am goingto the Fathet.O The Greekword
herefor seeingis orao,or to seewith understanding.Jesusdoesnot subscribeo our cul-
tural view of seeingin orderto believe. Jesusalsotells usthis amazinggoodnews;thatif
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we believein Him, we will sharewith Him in His work; thatwe will evensurpasavhat
He hasdone. Somesay this passagavas limited to the first generationof the church.
Thatis simply exegeticallyimpossible. It saysanyonewho believes. We mustbelievein
Christ,we mustcomebeforeHis thronein prayer we mustbe obedientwe mustpray ac
cordingto His will andin orderthat He be glorified, andwe mustbe empoweredy His
Holy Spirit. The sameHoly Spirit thatfilled andempoweredesuswill now fill andem
powerus. Jesuswill showus how to see,to do andto pray for the will of God andHis

kingdomto comein our midstaswe follow Him andaswe allow Him to be our way;, truth
andlife.
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