
ÒI Am the VineÓ
Psalm 80:1-18; John 15:1-17

Mar ch 25, 2007

Intr oduction:  Too bad my Grandma isn't here today, for as a former Napa Valley resi-
dent, she would be happy to know I was talking about vineyards in a sermon.  This morn-
ing, let us ponder how we can remain rooted in Him and in His love.    

I am the Vine

 In John 15:1, Jesus tells us, ÒI  am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.Ó  The vine 
is a prominent symbol for Israel in the Old Testament.  In Psalm 80, for example, Israel is 
the vine which God brought out of Egypt, that God planted, but that God later cut down 
and burned as a rebuke for their faithlessness.  In every instance in the Old Testament, the 
vine is used for Israel being under the judgment of God for its corruption and their failure 
to produce good fruit.  The vine was an important national symbol.  Josephus tells us there 
was a huge golden vine at the sanctuary entrance at the temple, and the vine was an em-
blem on coins from the Maccabeus period (so in essence, it was like our stars and stripes).  
Jesus says here that He is the true  vine.  Jesus is the vine who produces good fruit as God 
wills  and intends, in contrast to the failure of Israel.  Jesus is saying, you all know how 
Israel is pictured as a vine that is meant to produce refreshing fruit.  Well, I am the fulfill -
ment of all that that symbol suggests.  

 If  Christ is the vine, we are His branches.  Jesus says in 15:2, ÒHe cuts off every branch in 
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit,  He prunes so that it will  be 
even more fruitful.Ó  Our Heavenly Father is our gardener, who lovingly walks through the 
vines, caring for us, ensuring we will  be life giving.  God prunes us so that we will be both 
healthier and more fruitful.   There are two important ideas here.  First, as Boice tells us, 
God will  lift  up every branch that does not bear fruit.  The Greek word airo means to pick 
up, to keep a branch from trailing on the ground.  Grapes don't grow well on the ground, 
so the farmer lifts  them up and gives the vines a chance to grow in a healthy way.  Second, 
God then cuts off whatever is unproductive, or detrimental to the growth of the vine.  God 
lifts us up and God prunes us in order for us  to be fruitful and life giving.

 As we endure pruning, we may ask God, why?  In his book, Jesus Rediscovered, Mal-
colm Muggeridge says, ÒSuppose you eliminated suffering, what a dreadful place the 
world would be, I would almost rather eliminate happiness.  The world would be the most 
ghastly place because everything that corrects the tendency of this unspeakable little 
creature, man, to feel over-important and over-pleased with himself would disappear.  We 
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are bad enough now, but we would be absolutely intolerable if  we never suffered.Ó   So, do 
we view His pruning, as we should, as an act of love?

Remain in Me

 In John 15:4-5, Jesus tells us, ÒRemain in me, and I will  remain in you.  No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you re-
main in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  If  a person remains in me and I in them, 
they will  bear much fruit;  apart from me you can do nothing.Ó   A branch is useless unless 
it remains attached to the vine.  So too is this true for us as believers.  We must be united 
to Christ if  we are to produce fruit.  We must remain in Him, we must not depart from 
Him, we must not leave Him behind, we must not cut ourselves off from Him.  We must 
intentionally, consciously seek to be intimate with Christ.  Only then will we enjoy the 
vitality that God intends for us.  Ray Stedman says, ÒWhen our Lord says:  Abide in me 
He is talking about the will,  about the choices, the decisions we make.  We must decide to 
do things which expose ourselves to Him and keep ourselves in contact with Him...If we 
do that, we are fulfilling this active, necessary decision of the will  to obey His Word, to do 
what He says, and to stay in touch with HimÓ  

 What is this fruit?  The fruit God wants us to bear is that of Jesus, of His Holy Spirit.  We 
see this fruit most clearly in Galatians 5:22-23, where Paul shares with us:  ÒThe fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self 
control.Ó  We bear such fruit when we are like Christ, who is the vine that we depend 
upon.  We can only bear this fruit if  we are filled with the Holy Spirit, if  our lives are 
centered and focused on Jesus.  One key fruit is that of joy.  G.K. Chesterton says that the 
gigantic secret of Christianity is joy.  Jesus tells us that if  we do not remain in Him, we 
will  be worthless.  Jesus says in 15:6, ÒIf  anyone does not remain in me, they are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned.Ó  The wood of vines is too brittle for anything else, such as for making fur-
niture.  In fact, such wood was even not acceptable for burnt sacrifices at the temple.  The 
only thing that non-fruit bearing vines are good for is a bonfire.  Are we useful and fruit-
ful?  Eight times in four verses, Jesus calls us to remain in Him.  Do we get the message?  
Do we see this as being as important as He does?  

Loving as Christ has loved us

 As we have already seen, love is the first and primary fruit of the Spirit.  It should be no 
surprise then that Jesus emphasized the centrality of love too, saying in 15:9-10, 12-13, 
15, ÒAs the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love.  If  you obey 
my commands, you will  remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands 
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and remain in His love.  My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  
Greater love has no one than this, that they lay down their lives for their friends.  This is 
my command:  Love each other.Ó Jesus tells us that love entails mutuality.  Just as the Fa-
ther and the Son love one another, so does Jesus love us, and so must we love others.  
Love is never about what we can receive but rather about what we mutually share and give 
to and with others.  Love is also an extension of obedience.  We show our love for God by 
being obedient.  Love is always self-sacrificial and always focused on others, on blessing 
others.  We live in a world that is severely lacking in Christ-like love.  In fact, we live in a 
world full of alienation, estrangement and loneliness.  Craig Ellison, in his book, Loneli-
ness, the Search for  Intimacy, suggests that loneliness is an epidemic.  He estimates that 
over 150 million Americans or over 2/3 of adult Americans admit to feeling lonely.  
Americans are yearning and aching for genuine and mutually loving relationships with 
others.  How about you?  How often do you feel lonely?  If  we really embrace remaining 
in Christ and in His love, we will never be alone and we will never need to feel lonely.  
Our love for Christ and for each other can and will  counteract this cultural trend to loneli-
ness.  

 Loved into the church.  Love meter.  How are you doing?  God is shouting out His love 
for us.  How do we respond and how do we share it?
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