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Intr oduction: Too bad my Grandmaisn't heretoday for asa former NapaValley rest
dent,shewould be happyto know | wastalking aboutvineyardsin a sermon. This morn
ing, let usponderhow we canremainrootedin Him andin His love.

| am the Vine

In John15:1,Jesudells us, amthetrue vine,andmyFatheris the gardenerO Thevine
is a prominentsymbolfor Israelin the Old Testament.In Psalm80, for example |sraelis
the vine which God broughtout of Egypt, that God planted,but that God later cut down
andburnedasa rebukefor their faithlessnessin everyinstancan the Old Testamentthe
vine is usedfor Israelbeingunderthe judgmentof Godfor its corruptionandtheir failure
to producegoodfruit. Thevinewasanimportantnationalsymbol. Josephusells usthere
wasa hugegoldenvine at the sanctuaryentranceat the temple,andthe vine wasanem-
blemon coinsfrom the Maccabeugperiod(soin essencet waslike our starsandstripes).
JesussaysherethatHe is thetrue vine. Jesuss thevine who producegyoodfruit asGod
wills andintends,in contrastto the failure of Israel. Jesuss saying,you all know how
Israelis picturedasavine thatis meantto producerefreshingfruit. Well, | amthe fulfill -
ment ofall thatthatsymbolsuggests.

If Christis thevine, we areHis branches.Jesussaysin 15:2,He cutsoff everybranchin
methat bearsno fruit, while everybranchthat doesbearfruit, He prunessothatit will be
evenmorte fruitful.O Our HeavenlyFatheris our gardenerwho lovingly walksthroughthe
vines,caringfor us,ensuringwe will belife giving. Godprunesussothatwe will beboth
healthierand morefruitful. Therearetwo importantideashere. First, asBoice tells us,
Godwill lift up everybranchthatdoesnot bearfruit. The Greekword airo meango pick
up, to keepa branchfrom trailing on the ground. Grapesdon'tgrow well on the ground,
sothefarmerlifts themup andgivesthevinesa chancedo grow in ahealthyway. Second,
Godthencutsoff whateveris unproductivepr detrimentako the growth of thevine. God
lifts usup andGod prunesusin orderfor us to befruitful and lifegiving.

As we endurepruning,we may ask God, why? In his book, JesusRediscoveredMal-
colm Muggeridgesays, (Bupposeyou eliminated suffering, what a dreadful place the
world wouldbe, | wouldalmostrather eliminatehappiness.Theworld would be the most
ghastly place becauseeverythingthat corrects the tendencyof this unspeakabldittle
creature, man,to feeloverimportantand overpleasedwith himselfwould disappear We
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are bad enoughnow but we would be absolutelyintolerableif we neversuffeedO So,do
we view His pruning,aswe should,asanactof love?

Remain in Me

In John15:4-5,Jesugells us, Remainin me,and | will remainin you No branchcan
bear fruit by itself; it mustremainin the vine. Neithercan you bear fruit unlessyoure-
mainin me. | amthevine; youare thebranches.If a personremainsn meand| in them,
theywill bearmuchfruit; apartfrommeyoucando nothing.O A branchis uselessinless
it remainsattachedo thevine. Sotoois this true for usasbelievers. We mustbe united
to Christif we areto producefruit. We mustremainin Him, we mustnot departfrom
Him, we mustnot leaveHim behind,we mustnot cut ourselvesoff from Him. We must
intentionally consciouslyseekto be intimate with Christ. Only thenwill we enjoy the
vitality that God intendsfor us. Ray Stedmarsays,QNVhenour Lord says: Abidein me
He is talking aboutthe will, aboutthe choicesthe decisionsve make. We mustdecideto
do thingswhich exposeourselvego Him and keepourselvesn contactwith Him...If we
dothat, we are fulfilling this active,necessarylecisionof thewill to obeyHis Word, to do

whatHe says,andto stayin touchwith HImo

Whatis this fruit? Thefruit God wantsusto bearis thatof Jesuspf His Holy Spirit. We
seethis fruit mostclearlyin Galatians5:22-23,wherePaul shareswith us: Orhefruit of
the Spiritis love,joy, peace patience kindnessgoodnessfaithfulnessgentlenesand self
control.O We bearsuchfruit whenwe are like Christ, who is the vine that we depend
upon. We canonly bearthis fruit if we arefilled with the Holy Spirit, if our lives are
centerecandfocusedon Jesus.Onekey fruit is thatof joy. G.K. Chestertorsaysthatthe
giganticsecretof Christianityis joy. Jesudells usthatif we do not remainin Him, we
will be worthless. Jesussaysin 15:6, Of anyonedoesnot remainin me,theyare like a
branchthatis thrownawayandwithers; suchbranchesare pickedup, throwninto thefire
and burnedO The wood of vinesis too brittle for anythingelse,suchasfor makingfur-
niture. In fact, suchwoodwasevennot acceptabldor burntsacrificesatthetemple. The
only thing that non-fruit bearingvinesare goodfor is a bonfire. Are we usefulandfruit-
ful? Eighttimesin four versesJesugallsusto remainin Him. Do we getthe message?
Do we seethis asbeingasimportantasHe does?

Loving as Christ has loved us

As we havealreadyseen love is the first andprimary fruit of the Spirit. It shouldbe no
surprisethenthat Jesusemphasizedhe centrality of love too, sayingin 15:9-10,12-13,
15, Asthe Fatherhaslovedme,sohavel lovedyou. Nowremainin mylove. If youobey
my commandsyou will remainin my love, just as| haveobeyedmy Father'scommands
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and remainin His love. My commandis this: Love eachother as| haveloved you.
Greaterlove hasno onethanthis, that theylay downtheir livesfor their friends. Thisis

my command: Loveeachother.OJesugells usthat love entailsmutuality Justasthe Fa-

ther and the Son love one anothey so doesJesuslove us, and so mustwe love others.
Love is neveraboutwhatwe canreceivebut ratheraboutwhatwe mutually shareandgive
to andwith others. Love is alsoanextensiorof obedience.We showour love for God by
beingobedient. Love is alwaysself-sacrificialandalwaysfocusedon others,on blessing
others. We live in aworld thatis severelylackingin Christ-likelove. In fact,welive in a
world full of alienation,estrangemerdndloneliness. Craig Ellison, in his book, Loneli-

ness,the Search for Intimacy, suggestshatlonelinesds anepidemic. He estimateghat
over 150 million Americansor over 2/3 of adult Americansadmit to feeling lonely.

Americansare yearningand achingfor genuineand mutually loving relationshipswith

others. How aboutyou? How oftendo you feel lonely? If we really embracaemaining
in Christandin His love, we will neverbe aloneandwe will neverneedto feel lonely.

Our love for Christandfor eachothercanandwill counteracthis culturaltrendto loneli-

ness.

Loved into the church. Love meter How areyou doing? God s shoutingout His love
for us. How dowe respondandhow do we sharet?
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