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Q Am the Resurrection and the LifeO

Intr oduction: Whatdoesit meanto bealive? It mustbe morethanjust breathingwalk-
ing aroundor talking. | believeultimatelyandfundamentallywe seewnhatit is to truly be
alive whenwe seeJesus. Jesuswastruly alive, in a vibrantandfull sense.How canwe
toobealive,in andlike Jesus?

| am the Resurrection and the Life

In 11:25-6,JesusaysQ amtheresurectionandthelife. He whobelievesn mewill live,
eventhoughHe dies;andwhoeveiivesandbelievesn mewill neverdie. Do youbelieve
this?O Jesugyiveslife whereverHe goesfor He is life incarnate. Jesusds the resurree
tion in that He brings new life to what oncewas dead. This can happenin a physical
mannerasit did with Lazarusor in a spiritual mannersuchaswhenHis light invadesand
overcomesur sins. Jesusbringsnew life for He bringsthe kingdom of God andwhere
Godreigns,thereis alwayslife andhealing. We seethis in Matthew4:17and4:23,where
Jesussays,(Repentfor the kingdomof heavenis neaiE(and Matthew says)Jesuswent
throughoutGalilee, teachingin their synagoguespreachingthe good news of the king-
dom, and healing everydiseaseand sicknessamongthe peopleO WhereverJesuswvent,
He broughtnew life, new wholenessnew joy, new hopeand He showedthat God was
powerfully nearto give andto restordife.

In Jesusalonecanwe find new andeternallife. Sin or selfishnesdeadsto death. Jesus
givesusyvictory over sin aswe chooseto cometo Him, in faith andin trust. It is alsothe
resurrectionof Jesusthat gives us hope and showsus that God too canresurrectus as
well. Jesussaysif we believein Him, we will neverdie. Our Godis a Godof life. It is
clearfrom Genesighatdeath pain,ilinessandbrokennessnly enterednto theworld and
into humanlife afterthe Fall. God'screativeintentfor us hasalwaysbeento give uslife.
This life is now andthis life is for eternity | believethateachof us arewalking around
like spiritualzombiesthis morning. We arenot asfully alive asGodwantsusto be. How
canyou becomemorealive? Surrendeto Jesus.Let go of pain,anger fear, control,lack
of forgiveness.Be embracedandenvelopedy His Spirit, by His breathof life. Are you
willing to stepoutin faith andbecometruly alive? Are you willing to becomefully alive
like Jesus?Are youwilling to live in His kingdom?
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JesusWept

Jesushad a powerful responseo the deathof Lazarus. Johnsaysin 11:33-35,QNhen
Jesussawher weepingandthe Jewswho had comealongwith her alsoweepingHe was
deeplymovedn spirit andtroubled. Whee haveyoulaid him? He asked. Comeand see,
Lord, theyreplied. JesuswveptO The Greekword herefor beingdeeplymovedis embri-
maomai, which meango be deeplyagitated o literally snortlike a horse,to gaspinvol-
untarily, to havethe wind leaveyou. It suggestshat JesusvasdeeplymovedasHe ob-
servedthe pain, grief andsuffering all aroundHim at the deathof Lazarus. Not only that,
but Jesusvept. TearsrandownHis faceasHis heartweptfor the painof everyonearound
Him. His responseavas so powerful that the crowdsremarkedon how deeplyHe loved
Lazarus. Theword for love hereis thatof agape or of the highestanddeepestove. Je
susshowedus hereHis deepcompassion.

Mary and Martha both say someinterestingthings to Jesussayingin John11:21, 32,
Q.ord, if you had beenhere, my brother would not havedied.O In their grief, the sisters
disagreewith His choiceto wait on comingto them. They had hopedHe would have
cometo healLazarus. Instead,they were overcomewith grief and questionedHis care.
John1l, however tells us that the delaysof God are delaysof love. Jesudntentionally
choseto wait beforecoming,in orderto do somethingso amazingthattheir criesof pain
would beturnedinto criesof joy. We canneverfully understandsod'splansor workings.

Noneof themknew what Jesusvasaboutto do, not eventhe disciples. God doesknow
of our pain. Goddoeshearour criesfor help. Goddoescometo us,andGoddoesshare
in our tears.

How do you handleyour momentsof pain, of agony of suffering? Do you blameGod?
Do you questionHis goodnesandHis love? The GreeksviewedGod asbeingapathetic.
The word apatheia meansa lack of feeling suchasa total inability to feel any emotion.
The Greeksbelievedthat if you felt emotion,you could be controlled or manipulated.
Thus, for the Greeks,God mustbe distantand apatheticso that we would neverhopeto
controlor influenceHim. Someof usembracehis view whenwe doubtGod®&care,pres
enceandlove whenwe arein pain. He mustnot know or care,we say for we aredying
inside. The Scripturesip this ideato shredsfor in them,we seethat God doescareand
that God doesrespondto the criesof our woundedandbrokenhearts. As David saysin
Psalm126:5,0rhosewho sowin tearswill reapwith songsof joy.O And asJohnreminds
usin Revelation7:17,G5od will wipe awayeverytear fromtheir eyesO As Spugeonhas
said,No prayerwill everprevail with God more surely thana liquid petition, which being
distilled from the hearts,trickles from the eyesand watersthe cheeks. Thenis God won
whenhe hearsthe voiceof your weeping Jesusveeps. With us. Forus. Aboutus. God
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doesknow. God doescare,morethanyou may everknow, enoughto sendJesuso the
crossfor you andbecaus®f you.

In Order to Believe

Jesugnakesit clearthat Godis doing somethingmportantherefor areason. Jesussays,
in John11:4, 14-5,42, Orhis sicknesswill not endin death. No, it is for God'sglory so
that God'sSonmaybe glorified throughit...Lazarusis dead,andfor your sakel amglad |
was not there, so that you may believe...Isaid this for the benefitof the peoplestanding
here, that theymaybelievethat yousentmeO It is clearthatthis is amiracle. The sisters
had given up hope. Everyoneknew Lazarushadreally died. The stageis setfor some
thing that God lovesto do, to do somethingonly He cando. Jesusshowsthatfor God,
nothing, nothing,is impossible,not evenraising the deadfrom the grave. Our God is a
Godof life, andHis reachextendseveninto thegrave.

Whenyou seeand experienceGod® glory, how do you respond? Justthink of how
many peoplesawtherisenLord. Enoughto testify thatit wasreal. It is the samehere.
Thereis a crowd here,who saw Lazarusemepge from the tomb, still restrainedby his
grave clothes,like in a Mummy movie. Thereis no doubt what has happened. The
crowdsnow havea choice:shareaboutJesur go backto life asusual. How aboutyou?
Are you on spiritual autopilotor areyou experiencinga spiritual and emotionalresurree
tion this morning? Whatdo you believeaboutGod? Do you believethat He weepswith
you? Do you believethat He intendsto give you morelife? Do you believethat He is
powerful enoughto raiseyour brokenheartup andputit backtogether? Do you believe
thatHe is powerful enoughto restoreyour brokenhopesdreamsmarriagespodies,rela
tionships? JesudellsusHeis. Do you believeHim? Will you enterinto the newlife He
hasfor you? | prayandJesug/earnsfor you to sayyes.
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