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ÒI Am the Resurrection and the LifeÓ

Intr oduction:  What does it mean to be alive?  It must be more than just breathing, walk-
ing around or talking.  I believe ultimately and fundamentally, we see what it is to truly be 
alive when we see Jesus.  Jesus was truly alive, in a vibrant and full sense.  How can we 
too be alive, in and like Jesus?

I am the Resurrection and the Life

 In 11:25-6, Jesus says ÒI am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will  live, 
even though He dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will  never die.  Do you believe 
this?Ó   Jesus gives life wherever He goes for He is life incarnate.   Jesus is the resurrec-
tion in that He brings new life to what once was dead.  This can happen in a physical 
manner as it did with Lazarus or in a spiritual manner such as when His light invades and 
overcomes our sins.  Jesus brings new life for He brings the kingdom of God and where 
God reigns, there is always life and healing.  We see this in Matthew 4:17 and 4:23, where 
Jesus says, ÒRepent for the kingdom of heaven is nearÉ(and Matthew says) Jesus went 
throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news  of the king-
dom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.Ó  Wherever Jesus went, 
He brought new life, new wholeness, new joy, new hope and He showed that God was 
powerfully near to give and to restore life.  

 In Jesus alone can we find new and eternal life.  Sin or selfishness leads to death.  Jesus 
gives us victory over sin as we choose to come to Him, in faith and in trust.  It  is also the 
resurrection of Jesus that gives us hope and shows us that God too can resurrect us as 
well.   Jesus says if  we believe in Him, we will  never die.  Our God is a God of life.  It is 
clear from Genesis that death, pain, illness and brokenness only entered into the world and 
into human life after the Fall.  God's creative intent for us has always been to give us life.  
This life is now and this life is for eternity.  I believe that each of us are walking around 
like spiritual zombies this morning.  We are not as fully  alive as God wants us to be.  How 
can you become more alive?  Surrender to Jesus.  Let go of pain, anger, fear, control, lack 
of forgiveness.  Be embraced and enveloped by His Spirit, by His breath of life.   Are you 
willing  to step out in faith and become truly alive?  Are you willing to become fully alive 
like Jesus?  Are you willing to live in His kingdom?
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Jesus Wept

 Jesus had a powerful response to the death of Lazarus.  John says in 11:33-35, ÒWhen 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, He was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  Where have you laid him? He asked.  Come and see, 
Lord, they replied.  Jesus wept.Ó  The Greek word here for being deeply moved is embri-
maomai, which means to be deeply agitated, to literally snort like a horse, to gasp invol-
untarily, to have the wind leave you.   It suggests that Jesus was deeply moved as He ob-
served the pain, grief and suffering all around Him at the death of Lazarus.  Not only that, 
but Jesus wept.  Tears ran down His face as His heart wept for the pain of everyone around 
Him.  His response was so powerful that the crowds remarked on how deeply He loved 
Lazarus.  The word for love here is that of agape, or of the highest and deepest love.  Je-
sus showed us here His deep compassion.

 Mary and Martha both say some interesting things to Jesus, saying in John 11:21, 32, 
ÒLord, if  you had been here, my brother would not have died.Ó  In their grief, the sisters 
disagree with His choice to wait on coming to them.  They had hoped He would have 
come to heal Lazarus.  Instead, they were overcome with grief and questioned His care.  
John 11, however, tells us that the delays of God are delays of love.  Jesus intentionally 
chose to wait before coming, in order to do something so amazing that their cries of pain 
would be turned into cries of joy.  We can never fully  understand God's plans or workings. 
 None of them knew what Jesus was about to do, not even the disciples.  God does know 
of our pain.  God does hear our cries for help.  God does come to us, and God does share 
in our tears.  

 How do you handle your moments of pain, of agony, of suffering?  Do you blame God?  
Do you question His goodness and His love?  The Greeks viewed God as being apathetic.  
The word apatheia means a lack of feeling such as a total inability to feel any emotion.  
The Greeks believed that if  you felt emotion, you could be controlled or manipulated.  
Thus, for the Greeks, God must be distant and apathetic so that we would never hope to 
control or influence Him.  Some of us embrace this view when we doubt GodÕs care, pres-
ence and love when we are in pain.  He must not know or care, we say, for we are dying 
inside.  The Scriptures rip this idea to shreds, for in them, we see that God does care and 
that God does respond to the cries of our wounded and broken hearts.  As David says in 
Psalm 126:5, ÒThose who sow in tears will  reap with songs of joy.Ó  And as John reminds 
us in Revelation 7:17, ÒGod will  wipe away every tear from their eyes.Ó  As Spurgeon has 
said, No prayer will  ever prevail with God more surely than a liquid petition, which being 
distilled from the hearts, trickles from the eyes and waters the cheeks.  Then is God won 
when he hears the voice of your weeping.  Jesus weeps.  With us.  For us.  About us.  God 

by Rev. Brian Spangler.  Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  www.peacechurch.net 



does know.  God does care, more than you may ever know, enough to send Jesus to the 
cross for you and because of you.

In Order  to Believe

 Jesus makes it clear that God is doing something important here for a reason.  Jesus says, 
in John 11:4, 14-5, 42, ÒThis sickness will  not end in death.  No, it is for God's glory so 
that God's Son may be glorified through it...Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe...I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.Ó   It is clear that this is a miracle.  The sisters 
had given up hope.  Everyone knew Lazarus had really died.  The stage is set for some-
thing that God loves to do, to do something only He can do.  Jesus shows that for God, 
nothing, nothing, is impossible, not even raising the dead from the grave.  Our God is a 
God of life, and His reach extends even into the grave.  

 When you see and experience GodÕs glory, how do you respond?    Just think of how 
many people saw the risen Lord.  Enough to testify that it was real.  It is the same here.  
There is a crowd here, who saw Lazarus emerge from the tomb, still restrained by his 
grave clothes, like in a Mummy movie.  There is no doubt what has happened.  The 
crowds now have a choice: share about Jesus or go back to life as usual.  How about you?  
Are you on spiritual autopilot or are you experiencing a spiritual and emotional resurrec-
tion this morning?  What do you believe about God?  Do you believe that He weeps with 
you?  Do you believe that He intends to give you more life?  Do you believe that He is 
powerful enough to raise your broken heart up and put it back together?  Do you believe 
that He is powerful enough to restore your broken hopes, dreams, marriages, bodies, rela-
tionships?  Jesus tells us He is.  Do you believe Him?  Will you enter into the new life He 
has for you?  I pray and Jesus yearns for you to say yes.
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