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Intr oduction: Lastweek,we talkedabouthow Jesuss like our Gate,thatis, thatthrough
Him we can find rest, pasture life and sustenance.In his book, A Shepherd Looks at
Psalm 23, Phillip Keller sayson pp 140-1,0t is the alertnessthe awarenessthe diligence
of a nevertiring masterwhich alone ensues the sheepof excellentcare. And from the
sheep'sstandpointit is knowingthat the shephed is there; it is the constantawarenessof
His presencenearbythat automaticallyeliminatesmostof the difficulties and dangerswhile
at the sametime providing a senseof securityand setenity..In our Christianlivesand expe
rience preciselythe sameidea and principle applies...itcan be summedip in onesentence.
Oliveeveraware of God'spresence.OThis morning, let us reflecton how we canbe aware
of His presencandHis care,asour goodandloving Shepherdin eachandeverymoment.

Bad Shepherds

Before looking at how Jesuss the Good Shepherd]et us first ponderhow God critiques
certainbad shepherds.We seeGod do soin the prophetssuchasin Ezekiel 34:2-5,where
God says,Q\be to the shepheds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Shouldnot
shepheds take care of the flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselveswith wool and
slaughterthe choiceanimals. You have not strengthenedhe weak or healedthe sick or
boundup the injured. You havenot broughtbackthe straysor seachedfor the lost. You
haveruled themharshly and brutally. Sotheywere scatteed becausahere was no shep
herd, and whentheywere scatteed theybecameoodfor all thewild animals.OGod s say
ing thatHe expectsshepherdspr thosein leadershipto takecareof the sheepor the people
who areentrustedo them. Leaderships a calling, a chage andanentrusting, not a profes
sion. God tells us that bad shepherd®nly careaboutthemselvesandthey ignore the real
needsf their sheep.

Badshepherdggnorethe chagefrom Godto do everythingpossibleto carefor their sheep.
Every week,| readwith pain and sadnes@aboutbad shepherdsn the news. This week, |
readof the RomanCatholic Dioceseof SanDiego filing bankruptcyasthey face over 140
civil lawsuits,or a pastorin Fort Worth Texaswho abusedvomenin his church. It makes
mesick andit makesGodsick. In seminarytheyscaredusinto realizingthatthe potentialis
therefor eachof usto be a badshepherdif we do nottakecareof our souls. In fact, sadly
thebadshepherdgetmoreattentionnow thando thegoodones. It is notuncommorto hear
of pastorswith angerissues,sexualissues,or evenfinancial issues(did you hearthe one
aboutthe pastorwho sold the churchbuilding without anyoneknowing?). God is angry at

badshepherdbecaus¢heyharmHis childrenandbecauséheybring dishonorto Him.
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd

Jesugells usin John1001, 14, Q amthe Good Shephett. Thegoodshephed lays down
His life for the sheep...lamthe Good Shephet. | knowmy sheepand my sheepknowme-

just as the Father knowsmeand | knowthe Fatherand | lay downmy life for the sheepd
Theword goodis important. In Greek,theword for goodis kalos, which meansbeautiful
or lovely. Jesughenis the good,beautiful,winsome,lovely, attractive true,genuineShep
herd. Franklywordsarenot sufficient to describehow amazingJesuss. CharlesSpugeon
affirms this, saying,Orhere is more in Jesusthe Good Shephat, thenyou can packawayin
a shephed. Heisthegood,thegreat,the chief Shephet; butheis muchmore. Emblemgo
setHim forth maybe multipliedasthe dropsof the morning,but the wholemultitudewill fail
to reflectall His brightness. Creationis too small a framein whichto hangHis likeness.
Humanthoughtis too contracted humanspeechoo feeble,to setHim forth to the full...He
is inconceivablyaboveour conceptionsyunutterablyaboveour utteranceO

Jesusds alsothe Good Shepherd.Oneway that Jesusshowsus that He is the Good Shep
herdis that He knowsus. The GreeksandJewsboth haddifferentviews of knowing. For
the Greeks knowingflowed from seeing. For the Jews knowing flowed from experiencing,
from enteringinto a relationshipwith God. Jesuss speakingthenof anintimacy that we
canhavewith Him. Heis the GoodShepherdecausdie knowsus, He lovesus,He is pre-
sentwith us. As we seein Matthew9:36,Jesuhadcompassiomn the crowdswhenHe saw
them,for theywerelike sheepwithouta shepherdfor theywereharasse@ndhelpless.This
word for compassiomeanshis stomacHiterally turnedover, becausdie knewthemandHe
knewtheir needfor God..

Jesuss alsothe GoodShepherdecausedie laysdownHis life for us. Jesugepeatghisin

this text, sayingin 10:11, 14, 1, 17, 18, Qhe good shephed lays down His life for the
sheep...andl lay downmylife for the sheep...lay downmylife...I lay it downof myownac-

cord.O Because&lesuknowsus, He knowswhatwe need. Jesuknowswe needto be saved,
that we are entirely helplesswithout Him. Sheepare helplesson their own, just asarewe

helplesgo saveourselven ourown. Sheepwill oftengetstuckon their back,like aturtle,

unableto moveandin warm weathercandie in merehours. Sheepwill alsoeatanything,
including poisonousootsor weeds. They cangetso terrified whenpredatorsare near that
theywill notevenmakeanoise. We needJesus.

We Meet our Shepherd at theTable

This text from Johnmakesit clearthat Jesushasdied for His sheep. Jesushasdied on the
cross,His blood hasbeenshedandHis body brokenfor us andbecausef us. Jesusnvites
usto andmeetsusatthetable.
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