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Intr oduction:  Last week, we talked about how Jesus is like our Gate, that is, that through 
Him we can find rest, pasture, life and sustenance.  In his book, A Shepherd Looks at 
Psalm 23, Phillip Keller says on pp 140-1, Òit  is the alertness, the awareness, the diligence 
of a never tiring master which alone ensures the sheep of excellent care.  And from the 
sheep's standpoint it is knowing that the shepherd is there; it is the constant awareness of 
His presence nearby that automatically eliminates most of the difficulties and dangers while 
at the same time providing a sense of security and serenity...In our Christian lives and expe-
rience precisely the same idea and principle applies...it can be summed up in one sentence. 
Òlive ever aware of God's presence.Ó  This morning, let us reflect on how we can be aware 
of His presence and His care, as our good and loving Shepherd, in each and every moment.  

Bad Shepherds
 Before looking at how Jesus is the Good Shepherd, let us first ponder how God critiques 
certain bad shepherds.  We see God do so in the prophets, such as in Ezekiel 34:2-5, where 
God  says, ÒWoe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves!  Should not 
shepherds take care of the flock?  You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with wool and 
slaughter the choice animals.  You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or 
bound up the injured.  You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost.  You 
have ruled them harshly and brutally.  So they were scattered because there was no shep-
herd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals.Ó  God is say-
ing that He expects shepherds, or those in leadership, to take care of the sheep, or the people 
who are entrusted to them.  Leadership is a calling, a charge and an entrusting,  not a profes-
sion.  God tells us that bad shepherds only care about themselves and they ignore the real 
needs of their sheep.

 Bad shepherds ignore the charge from God to do everything possible to care for  their sheep. 
 Every week, I read with pain and sadness about bad shepherds in the news.  This week, I 
read of the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Diego filing  bankruptcy as they face over 140 
civil lawsuits, or a pastor in Fort Worth Texas who abused women in his church.  It makes 
me sick and it makes God sick.  In seminary, they scared us into realizing that the potential is 
there for each of us to be a bad shepherd, if  we do not take care of our souls.  In fact, sadly, 
the bad shepherds get more attention now than do the good ones.  It is not uncommon to hear 
of pastors with anger issues, sexual issues, or even financial issues (did you hear the one 
about the pastor who sold the church building without anyone knowing?).  God is angry at 
bad shepherds because they harm His children and because they bring dishonor to Him.
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd
 Jesus tells us in John 10Ó11, 14, ÒI am the Good Shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down 
His life for the sheep...I am the Good Shepherd.  I know my sheep and my sheep know me-
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-and I lay down my life for the sheep.Ó  
The word good is important.  In Greek, the word  for good is kalos, which means beautiful 
or lovely.  Jesus then is the good, beautiful, winsome, lovely, attractive, true, genuine Shep-
herd.  Frankly words are not sufficient to describe how amazing Jesus is.  Charles Spurgeon 
affirms this, saying, ÒThere is more in Jesus, the Good Shepherd, then you can pack away in 
a shepherd.  He is the good, the great, the chief Shepherd; but he is much more.  Emblems to 
set Him forth may be multiplied as the drops of the morning, but the whole multitude will  fail 
to reflect all His brightness.  Creation is too small a frame in which to hang His likeness.  
Human thought is too contracted, human speech too feeble, to set Him forth to the full...He 
is inconceivably above our conceptions, unutterably above our utterances.Ó  

 Jesus is also the Good Shepherd.  One way that Jesus shows us that He is the Good Shep-
herd is that He knows us.  The Greeks and Jews both had different views of knowing.  For 
the Greeks, knowing flowed from seeing.  For the Jews, knowing flowed from experiencing, 
from entering into a relationship with God.  Jesus is speaking then of an intimacy that we 
can have with Him.  He is the Good Shepherd because He knows us, He loves us, He is pre-
sent with us.  As we see in Matthew 9:36, Jesus had compassion on the crowds when He saw 
them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd, for they were harassed and helpless.  This 
word for compassion means his stomach literally turned over, because He knew them and He 
knew their need for God..  

 Jesus is also the Good Shepherd because He lays down His life for us.  Jesus repeats this in 
this text, saying in 10:11, 14, 1, 17, 18, Òthe good shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep...and I lay down my life for the sheep...I lay down my life...I lay it  down of my own ac-
cord.Ó  Because Jesus knows us, He knows what we need.  Jesus knows we need to be saved, 
that we are entirely helpless without Him.  Sheep are helpless on their own, just as are we 
helpless to save ourselves on our own.  Sheep will often get stuck on their back, like a turtle, 
unable to move and in warm weather can die in mere hours.  Sheep will  also eat anything, 
including poisonous roots or weeds.  They can get so terrified when predators are near, that 
they will not even make a noise.  We need Jesus.  

We Meet our Shepherd at the Table
 This text from John makes it clear that Jesus has died for His sheep.  Jesus has died on the 
cross, His blood has been shed and His body broken for us and because of us.  Jesus invites 
us to and meets us at the table.

by Rev. Brian Spangler.  Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  www.peacechurch.net 


