
“I Am The Light of the World”
Matthew 5:14-16; John 8:12, 9:1-12

February 11, 2007

Introduction:   We have so much artificial light now that is easy to forget what life is like 
without light.  In fact, our whole lifestyles are built around light.  Artificial light allows us to 
stay up later, do more at night and extend our work.  What does it mean for us to have Jesus as 
our light? 

God is our Light
 As we look at these I am sayings, we see that Jesus is fulfilling and reinterpreting imagery that 
Israel used for God.  For as David says in Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light and my salvation-
whom shall I fear?  These I Am sayings would have also reminded them of the self-revelation 
of God in the burning bush of Exodus 3.  Jesus is telling them and us that He is God.  Jesus is 
also describing how He intends to give new life to Israel and to us.  Jesus shares this revelation 
in the context of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles.  In this Feast, there were two key 
celebrations: the pouring out of water and the illumination of the temple.  Jesus had already 
declared Himself to be the living water, and now He declares Himself to be the light of the 
world.  The illumination of the temple was a spectacular visual display.  Torches as high as the 
highest walls of the temple were lit at night and the great flames from these torches illuminated 
the entire temple and even much of the city of Jerusalem.  

These torches were a reminder of the great pillars of cloud and of fire that accompanied 
Israel during their sojourn in wilderness.  We see this in Exodus 13:21-22, “the Lord went 
ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to 
give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.  Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor 
the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of  the people.” This cloud appeared the day they 
fled Egypt, stood between them and Egypt and guided them through the wilderness.  This 
cloud protected the Israelites, for the desert was a very inhospitable place, at times 150-160 
degrees in the day and then freezing at night.  This constant source of light brought them 
reassurance that God was with them and for them.   This pillar of cloud and fire gave off light 
that guided them and illuminated their path to the Promised Land.    Light then is a sign of 
God’s presence, power and salvation. 

Jesus is the Light of the World
Just as Jesus is greater than the manna from heaven, or greater than the water that flowed 

from the rock, so He is greater than the pillars of cloud and fire, for He is not only the light of 
Israel, He is the light of the world. In John 8:12, Jesus says, “I am the light of  the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”   Jesus guides 
us, protects us and shows us how to really be alive.  As John says in John 1:4, “In Him was life, 
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and that life was the light of  man.  The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not 
understood it.” Jesus guides us into a new way of living, different from the darkness we find all 
around us.  

The verb here for follows is a present participle which means that we are to continue, to keep 
on following Jesus.  This is an ongoing process of following Jesus, of walking and talking with 
Him.  The nation of Israel always left 3-5 of a mile distance between the pillars and 
themselves, to make sure they faithfully followed and did not go too far ahead.  Just like with 
the pillars of cloud or fire, we are to stay close to Jesus, rather than running ahead or staying 
too far behind Him.

The context of this declaration is also important, for Jesus has just declared to the 
teachers of the Law and the Pharisees that He has a different view of righteousness.  Jesus will 
expose the darkness in each of our hearts and lead us into the light, if we repent and if we live 
new lives in and for Him.  As Jesus told the woman in 8:11, “Go now and leave your life of 
sin.”  So too must we.  We must acknowledge our sinfulness, we must submit our wills and 
lives to God and then we must walk in the light of Christ.  

The Light of Christ Changes our Lives
 Once we encounter Jesus, we realize that His light will change our lives.  As God promises us 
in Malachi 4:2, “But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with 
healing in its wings.”  Jesus is this Son, and this sun of righteousness, whose light will bring 
healing to a wounded world.  In John 9, Jesus shows us how He is the light of the world.  There 
are only seven miracles in John, all of which are meant to teach us of our need to believe in 
Jesus.  What I love about this passage and so many others is that the blind man has no clue 
about what is around the corner, about what God is about to do.  Jesus knew his deeper needs, 
which was to see and to find God.  Jesus shares with Him the gift of sight and of God’s light, 
changing his life forever.  So too for us, we have no clue of how great God is or of the great 
things He wants to do in our lives.  As we walk into His light, we find who He has created us to 
be, and we see His glory.

 Jesus also tells us that we are called to share and to show the light of Christ in and to a dark 
world.  In Matthew 5:14-6, Jesus tells us, “You are the light of  the world.  A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it 
on its stand., and it gives light to the whole house.  In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  We are called to 
reflect the light of the world, as we follow Jesus, who is the light of the world.  

 As Charles Spurgeon says, “It is not our littleness that hinders Christ but our bigness.  It is not 
our weakness that hinders Christ, it is our strength.  It is not our darkness that hinders Christ, 
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it is our supposed light that holds back His hand.”  Let us stop covering up His light, let us let 
His light shine.  Each of this morning has darkness in our heart that Christ wants to overcome 
with His light.  Let us fully invite Him to let us let His light shine into every nook and cranny 
of our souls and hearts. 
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