(X 4
! ﬁ by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

X \j/Peace Presbyterian Church
c 9145 Franklin Blvd. 2 . 2
K Elk Grove, CA 05755 OIAm The Light of the WorldO

IR Matthew 5:14-16: John 8:12, 9:1-12
February 11, 2007

Intr oduction: We have so much artificial light now that is easyto forget what life is like
without light. In fact, our whole lifestylesare built aroundlight. Artificial light allowsusto
stayup later, do moreat night andextendour work. Whatdoesit meanfor usto haveJesusas
our light?

God is ourLight

As we look atthesel am sayingswe seethatJesuss fulfilling andreinterpretingmagerythat
Israelusedfor God. ForasDavid saysin Psalm27:1,rheLord is mylight and my salvation-
whomshall | fear? Thesel Am sayingswould havealsoremindedthemof the self-revelation
of Godin the burningbushof Exodus3. Jesuss telling themandusthatHe is God. Jesuss

alsodescribinghow He intendsto give newlife to Israelandto us. Jesushareghis revelation
in the contextof the celebrationof the Feastof Tabernacles.In this Feastthereweretwo key

celebrationsthe pouring out of waterandthe illumination of the temple. Jesushad already
declaredHimself to be the living water and now He declaresHimself to be the light of the

world. Theillumination of thetemplewasa spectaculavisualdisplay Torchesashigh asthe

highestwalls of thetemplewerelit atnightandthe greatflamesfrom thesetorcheslluminated
the entiretempleandevenmuchof thecity of Jerusalem.

Thesetorcheswerea reminderof the greatpillars of cloud andof fire thataccompanied
Israel during their sojournin wilderness. We seethis in Exodus13:21-22,Qhe Lord went
aheadof themin a pillar of cloudto guidethemon their way and by nightin a pillar of fire to
givethemlight, sothattheycouldtravel by dayor night. Neitherthepillar of cloud by daynor
thepillar of fire by night left its placein front of the peopleOThis cloud appearedhe day they
fled Egypt, stood betweenthem and Egypt and guided them through the wilderness. This
cloud protectedthe Israelites,for the desertwas a very inhospitableplace,at times 150-160
degreesin the day and then freezing at night. This constantsourceof light broughtthem
reassurancthat God waswith themandfor them. This pillar of cloud andfire gaveoff light
that guidedthem and illuminated their pathto the PromisedLand. Light thenis a sign of
God®©presencepowerandsalvation.

Jesus is the Light of theNorld
JustasJesuss greaterthanthe mannafrom heavenpr greatethanthe waterthatflowed
from therock, soHe is greaterthanthe pillars of cloud andfire, for He is not only the light of
Israel, He is the light of the world. In John8:12, Jesussays,Q am the light of the world.
Whoeverffollows mewill neverwalk in darknessputwill havethe light of life.O Jesusgyuides
us, protectsus andshowsushowto really bealive. As Johnsaysin John1:4,Qn Him waslife,
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and that life wasthe light of man. Thelight shinesin the darknessbut the darknesshas not
understoodt. OJesugyuidesusinto anewway of living, differentfrom thedarknessve find all
aroundus.

The verb here for follows is a present participle which means that we are to continue, to keey
on following JesusThis is an ongoing process of following Jesus, of walking and talking with
Him. The nation of Israel always left 3-5 of a mile distance between the pillars and
themselves, to make sure they faithfully followed and did not go too far ahead. Just like with
the pillars of cloud or fire, we are to stay close to Jesus, rather than running ahead or staying
too far behind Him.

The context of this declarationis also important, for Jesushas just declaredto the
teacherof the Law andthe Phariseeshat He hasa differentview of righteousnessJesuswill
exposethe darknessn eachof our heartsandleadusinto thelight, if we repentandif we live
new lives in andfor Him. As Jesusold the womanin 8:11, GGo now and leaveyour life of
sin.O Sotoo mustwe. We mustacknowledgeour sinfulnesswe mustsubmitour wills and
livesto Godandthenwe mustwalk in thelight of Christ.

The Light of Christ Changes ourLives

Oncewe encountedesusye realizethat His light will changeour lives. As God promisesus
in Malachi 4:2, But for you who revee my name,the sun of righteousneswill rise with

healingin its wingsO Jesuss this Son,andthis sunof righteousnessyhoselight will bring

healingto awoundedworld. In John9, Jesushowsushow He is thelight of theworld. There
areonly sevenmiraclesin John,all of which are meantto teachus of our needto believein

Jesus. What | love aboutthis passagend so many othersis that the blind manhasno clue
aboutwhatis aroundthe corner aboutwhat Godis aboutto do. Jesuknew his deepemeeds,
which wasto seeandto find God. Jesusshareswith Him the gift of sightand of God®light,

changinghis life forever Sotoo for us, we haveno clue of how greatGod is or of the great
thingsHe wantsto doin ourlives. As we walk into His light, we find who He hascreatedusto

be,andwe seeHis glory.

Jesusalsotells usthat we are calledto shareandto showthe light of Christin andto a dark
world. In Matthew5:14-6,Jesugells us, Orou are the light of the world. A city seton a hill
cannotbe hidden. Neitherdo peoplelight a lampand put it undera bowl. Insteadtheyputit
onits stand.,andit giveslight to thewholehouse. In the sameway, let your light shinebefore
others,that theymayseeyour gooddeedsand praiseyour Fatherin heavenO We arecalledto
reflectthelight of theworld, aswe follow Jesuswhois thelight of theworld.

As CharlesSpugeonsays,Ot is notour littlenessthat hindersChrist but our bigness. It is not
our weaknesshat hindersChrist, it is our strength. It is not our darknesghat hindersChrist,
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it is our supposedight that holdsbackHis handO Let us stopcoveringup His light, let us let
His light shine. Eachof this morninghasdarknessn our heartthat Christwantsto overcome
with His light. Let usfully invite Him to let uslet His light shineinto everynook andcranny

of our soulsandhearts.
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