
Christmas Eve 2007
ÒGood News of Great Joy for all the PeopleÓ

Intr oduction:  What do you want for  Christmas?  As kids, we used to look through a 
variety of catalogues and drool over all of the possible gifts.  Nowadays, want and need get 
merged and mistakenly identified as being the same thing.  What do you want but more 
importantly what do you really need for Christmas?

Good News

 As we look at what the angel says, we see that we are to not be afraid, for he has come to 
bring good news.  It  is important to point out that there are two main types of fear in 
Scripture:  a healthy fear of God that results in a commitment to obedience, holiness and 
discipleship; an unhealthy fear motivated by a lack of trust and faith, that results in anxiety 
and stress.  This is the unhealthy fear that is forbidden.  The angel comes with good news.  
As we know from our own lives, good news is always meant to be shared and to be enjoyed 
together.  For example, Tracy is a Grandma now, an Oma.  I told her she could not enter 
church without pictures.  And fortunately, she did.  Isaiah tells us, ÒNevertheless, there will 
be no more gloom for those who were in distress.Ó  This is great news!  The coming of Jesus, 
the fulfillment of all of God's promises to and for us, is good news.  

Great Joy

 God wants us to be people of joy.  In Galatians 5, we see that joy is the second fruit of the 
Spirit, and thus a gift for each believer, a gift we can enjoy when our hearts and lives are 
filled with God, with Jesus, with the Holy Spirit.  Are you enjoying the gift of Jesus?  Are 
you filled with His joy?  Isaiah tells us in 9, God has Òenlarged the nation and increased 
their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest.Ó  Jesus is the bringer of 
joy, of great joy.

For All the People

 One of the most interesting elements of what the angel says is that Jesus is a gift for all the 
people.  The wise men reinforce this as they come to worship Him.  Israel had enjoyed a 
special relationship with God, defined by covenant, defined by particularity.  They alone 
knew the One true God, the One who revealed Himself in the Burning Bush and in the desert 
with fire at night and clouds by day.  Isaiah promises this in 42, saying, ÒÓI will  keep you and 
will  make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles,Ó  John reinforces 
this in 3:16, saying, ÒFor God so loved the world, that He gave His One and Only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.Ó  
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A Savior

 The angel tells us a Savior has been born.  In Matthew 1:21, we are told, Òyou are to give 
Him the name of Jesus, because He will  save His people from their sins.Ó  God loves us and 
is with us in Jesus, our Emmanuel, and God knows what we so deeply need.  We need to be 
saved, from our own selfishness, from ourselves, from our own sins.  We could never save 
ourselves; in His grace God enters into our human existence to do for us what we cannot, to 
save us, to offer us new life in and throug faith in Jesus Christ.  In the movie Amazing 
Grace, John Newton has a great line, When I was  young,  I was sure  of  many things;  now 
there  are only  two  things  of  which  I am sure:  one  is,  that  I am a miserable  sinner;  and  the 
other , that  Christ  is  an all-sufficient  Saviour . He is  well-taught  who learns  these  two 
lessons.    John  Newton

ÒGlory to GodÓ

 It is important to ponder how we are responding to the gift of Jesus.  The angels share with 
us the only proper response, which is to glorify God.  They sing aloud, ÒGlory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to all on whom His favor rests.Ó  God blesses us with peace, or 
shalom which is the fullness of well being and of blessing, when His favor and His grace 
rests on us.  This peace is peace with Him and with others, through faith in the sacrificial 
death of Jesus on the cross alone.  As  result, we are called to glorify God.  As we do so, we 
become who we have been created to be, for as the Shorter Catechism tells us:  ÒWhat is the 
chief end of humanity-The chief end of humanity is to glorify  God and to enjoy Him 
forever.Ó  Are you?  Are you enjoying Jesus?  Is He good news to you?   Are you glorifying 
God?  

In Jesus, God has given us all that we need and could ever want or dream of.  Praise 
God! Thank God!
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