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W e OGood News of Grat Joy forall the PeopleO
W\

Intr oduction: What do you want for Christmas? As kids, we usedto look througha
variety of cataloguesnddrool over all of the possiblegifts. Nowadayswantandneedget
meiged and mistakenlyidentified as being the samething. What do you want but more
importantlywhatdo you really needfor Christmas?

Good News

As we look at whatthe angelsays,we seethat we areto not be afraid, for he hascometo
bring good news. It is importantto point out that there are two main types of fear in
Scripture: a healthyfear of God that resultsin a commitmentto obedienceholinessand
discipleship;an unhealthyfear motivatedby a lack of trustandfaith, that resultsin anxiety
andstress. This is the unhealthyfear thatis forbidden. The angelcomeswith good news.
As we know from our own lives, goodnewsis alwaysmeantto be sharedandto be enjoyed
together For example,Tracy is a Grandmanow, an Oma. | told her shecould not enter
churchwithout pictures. And fortunately shedid. Isaiahtells us, ONeverthelesshere will
be no more gloomfor thosewhowere in distressO This is greatnews! The comingof Jesus,
thefulfillment of all of God'spromisedo andfor us,is goodnews

Great Joy

Godwantsusto be peopleof joy. In Galatianss, we seethatjoy is the secondfruit of the
Spirit, andthus a gift for eachbeliever a gift we canenjoy when our heartsand lives are
filled with God, with Jesuswith the Holy Spirit. Are you enjoyingthe gift of Jesus?Are
you filled with His joy? Isaiahtells usin 9, God hasGnlarged the nation and increased
their joy; theyrejoice before you as peoplerejoice at the harvestO Jesuss the bringer of
joy, of greatjoy.

For All the People

Oneof the mostinterestingelementof whatthe angelsaysis that Jesugs a gift for all the
people. The wise menreinforcethis asthey cometo worshipHim. Israelhadenjoyeda
specialrelationshipwith God, definedby covenant,definedby particularity They alone
knewthe Onetrue God,the Onewho revealecHimselfin the Burning Bushandin the desert
with fire at nightandcloudsby day. Isaiahpromiseshisin 42, saying,OOwill keepyouand
will makeyouto be a covenanfor the peopleanda light for the Gentiles,OJohnreinforces
this in 3:16, saying,dFor God so lovedthe world, that He gaveHis Oneand Only Son,that
whoeverbelievedn Him shall not perishbut haveeternallife.O
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A Savior

The angeltells us a Saviorhasbeenborn. In Matthew1:21, we aretold, Grou are to give
Him the nameof JesuspecauseHe will saveHis peoplefromtheir sins.O Godlovesusand
is with usin Jesuspur Emmanueland God knowswhatwe so deeplyneed. We needto be
saved,from our own selfishnessfrom ourselvesfrom our own sins. We could neversave
ourselvesjn His graceGod entersinto our humanexistenceo do for uswhatwe cannot,to
saveus, to offer us new life in and throug faith in JesusChrist. In the movie Amazing
Grace,JohnNewton hasa greatline, when | was young, | was sure of many things; now

there are only two things of which | am sure: one is, that | am a miserable sinner; and the

other, that Christ is an all-sufficient Saviour. He is well-taught who learns these two

lessons. John Newton

OGlory to GodO

It is importantto ponderhow we arerespondingo the gift of Jesus.The angelssharewith
usthe only properresponsewhich is to glorify God. Theysingaloud,GGlory to Godin the
highest,and on earth peaceto all on whomHis favor restsO God blessesiswith peacepr
shalomwhich is the fullnessof well beingand of blessing,whenHis favor and His grace
restson us. This peaceis peacewith Him andwith others,throughfaith in the sacrificial
deathof Jesusonthe crossalone. As result,we arecalledto glorify God. As we do so,we
becomewho we havebeencreatedo be, for asthe ShorterCatechisntells us: OVhat is the
chief end of humanity-The chief end of humanity is to glorify God and to enjoy Him
forever.O Are you? Are you enjoyingJesus?ls He goodnewsto you? Are you glorifying
God?

In JesusGod hasgiven us all thatwe needandcould everwantor dreamof. Praise
God! ThankGod!
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