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College, I had a friend, Ricardo, who always wanted to be a cop.  I always knew he had been 
around because everywhere he went, he wrote Rom 13:1 on the white boards.  Why are these 
two texts so important?

For His Sake

 Peter tells us to “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among 
people...For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish people.  Live as free men and women, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil; live as servants of God.”   Although we are first and foremost citizens of the kingdom of 
God, we are also citizens of whatever nation we find ourselves in, in our case, America.  Our 
faith does not permit us to disregard the structures or laws of America.  Rather, we are called 
to affirm the complete and total sovereignty of God.   God has put leaders in place over us 
(Rom 13:1, “The authorities that exist have been established by God).  Therefore, we must 
honor and submit to human leadership, as a means of honoring God.  If we disobey such 
human authority, we are also disobeying God.   Such obedience cannot be in violation of the 
law of God, but where there is no conflict, there must be obedience.  This is a striking 
comment, for the emperor at the time was the deranged Nero.  Regardless of the personal 
worthiness of the leader, or the lack thereof, we give them respect because God has put them 
there. 

 We are to live in this manner as a means of witnessing to our faith in Jesus.  We are to be 
better citizens because of our faith.  Jesus wants us to be incarnational in our society.  Peter 
says we must use our freedom wisely, not to pursue what we want, but to obey God in 
gratitude.  We are to “show proper respect to everyone:  love the brother-hood of  believers, 
fear God and honor the king.”  The word here for respect and for honor is the same as to 
honor our parents (appropriate with Mother's Day and Father's Day rapidly approaching).  
The word here for love is that of agape, or of self-giving, selfless love.  The word for fear is 
that of a reverential awe and fear.  As we give thanks to Him for His grace and mercy, we are 
to worship Him in how we respond to and treat each person.  As Paul says in Romans 13:8 
“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellow people has fulfilled the law.”   Our love and honor of others is a key part of 
our worship and honoring of God.

 How are you with honoring authority?  Do you follow the laws willingly?  How often do 
you speed?  Are the speed limits for you or for others?  The trouble is that we are dealing 
with a double dose of rebellion-ever since the Garden and ever since the founding of our 
nation; we have prided ourselves on rebellion.  We can see this in our culture-there is no 
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civility or respect left.  How to Talk to a Liberal if you Must, by Ann Coalter, or Bad 
President.  We use labels to tar and feather each other.  We use labels to dishonor and avoid 
having to obey authority.  Here is what Peter is saying:  we cannot dishonor human 
authorities and then try to honor God.  We cannot compartmentalize our faith in this manner.  
We must be consistent in honoring and obeying.  We must be above reproach.  Are you?  As 
the church, we have allowed ourselves to be co-opted by political parties instead of keeping 
our sights on Jesus.  If you like a leader, pray for them.  If you don’t, pray for them even 
more.  But don’t contribute to the disrespect of our culture towards leaders.  When we 
dishonor human leaders, we dishonor God.  How are you rebelling against God this 
morning?

For Our Sake

 Not only are we to do this for God's sake, we are to do this for our own sake, so that we will 
become more like Jesus.  Peter says, “But if  you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this 
is commendable before God.  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps...For you were like sheep going 
astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”  Peter is 
saying that our faith should impact our approach to our work and our lives.  All of our work 
is now done for Christ.  Our faith does not mean we are now exempt from honoring those we 
work with or for.  We are to be above reproach.  We are to view Jesus as being our role 
model for how to live in faithful obedience.    The word here for example is hupogrammos, 
which is what children used to write in the ancient world.  It can be either an outline sketch 
to fill in or a copy of handwriting in an exercise book.  Jesus has given us the pattern to 
follow and to copy.  We are to live obediently with humility and submission.  We do so that 
we become more like Jesus.  Instead of insisting on our rights or fighting back, we are to let 
God be our Defender.   

In the Historical Geography of the Holy Land, George Adam Smith, tells us that 
shepherds were sleepless, far-sighted, weather beaten, armed, leaning on a staff, looking out 
over all of the sheep, with every one being on their heart.  Shepherds were examples of 
ceaseless vigilance and self-sacrificial love.  The word for Bishop or Overseer is episcopos.  
Hector in Homer's Iliad was the episkopos of Troy.  He guarded the city and its inhabitants.  
God is our Guardian, Protector, Guide and Director.  For our own sake, we must cling to 
Him and His cross, and follow only the path Hr has blazed for us.  As we celebrate the 
Sacrament this morning, we are reminded of how God has graciously moved, not because 
we deserve it, but because He loves us.  For His sake and ours, let us receive this gift of love 
with gratitude.  Jesus.  Let us set aside our rebellious and resentful hearts, so that we can 
respectfully and gratefully honor God, and all those He has put in our lives.  All I want is to 
be like Jesus.  In this Sacrament, we are reminded of what it means to be like Jesus: to obey, 
to honor, to give our lives in love, surrender and sacrifice, to be embraced by grace, grace 
that costs. 
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