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Psalm 1:1-6; 2 Peter 2:11-22
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Introduction: I am on a health trip now, trying to lay off soda and drink more water.  It 
seems like everywhere I turn now in Scripture, I see references to water.  Why?  Because 
God, like water is essential and a basic part of daily life.  How can we drink deeply from 
Him this morning and every morning?

Springs Without Water

 In this passage, Peter really hammers away at false teachers and false prophets.  Using 
words such as slander, blasphemy, brute beasts, destruction, harm, carousing, blots and 
blemishes, eyes full of adultery, seducing the unstable, experts in greed, accursed brood, 
springs without water, blackest darkness being reserved for them, that they have empty 
mouths, are slaves of depravity, a dog that returns to its vomit, a sow that goes back to the 
mud.  That’s a lot.   What is Peter trying to say here?

 First and most important of all, sin leads to death, spiritual and physical death, death of 
hope and joy, death of relationships with God and with one another.  Scripture makes it clear, 
from beginning to end, that God is a God of life.  In fact, all of life has been created and 
shaped by God, who is pleased with all that He has done.  We have been created in His 
image, which means to be like Him, to share in the joy of life with God.   Our ancestors, 
however sinned, causing sin to be a part of each generation's dna.  We have chosen self, what 
we want, what we think is best, rather than choosing God, choosing to trust in Him, in His 
will and plan.  As a result of our sin, death and pain has entered into our world. As Paul 
reminds us in Romans 6:23, “the wages of  sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 Second, God takes sin seriously.  God wants us to live new lives in Christ.  Paul further tells 
us in Romans 6:11, “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.”  
The problem with these false teachers and false prophets is that they are choosing to indulge 
and revel in their sin, and even worse are encouraging others to do so too.  Sin and evil 
causes us to act like animals, not like God.  By choosing sin and self, we cannot live for 
Christ.  Last week, we touched on how we have to make a very important decision: will we 
continue to be shocked by sin, shocked enough to turn away from it?  Also, as we indulge in 
sin, we become less and less satisfied by it.  We end up going down an empty road.  Third, 
we can never be complacent in our faith.   We can never be satisfied with where we are, for 
Jesus is never done with us.  Sin is deadly, and causes us to die more and more each day.  We 
must continually and consistently face up to it and let Jesus lead us out of it.
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Flowing Streams of Living Water

 God is the Giver of all of life, and is the source of our Living Water.  We see this in Psalm 1, 
for example, David says, “Blessed is the man...whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and 
on His law He meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever He does prospers. “  If 
we want to be healthy, to flourish, to have life, to be who we are created to be, we must be 
tapped into and have our roots drink deeply from the only source of living water, from God.  
If we do, we will bear fruit, we will be a blessing to others, we will give shade to others.  In 
doing so we must consciously and continually seek the will and person of God, in and 
through His Word and Law.

 God has created us to need Him.  God has promised to provide for this need.  In Isaiah 
44:3-4, He says, “For I will pour out water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry 
ground.  I will our out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.  
They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing streams.”  God 
promises to provide us with what we are literally dying for, which is His presence and 
Himself.

  Sin leads to dryness and a lack of fruit.   In Jeremiah 2:13, God says, “My people have 
committed two sins: they have forsaken me, the spring of the living water, and have dug their 
own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”  Sin has led us to seek water elsewhere 
than in and from God.  Yet, this has led us to emptiness and dissatisfaction.   If we want to be 
true to who God has created us to be, we must be in touch with the giver and the source of 
Living Water, with God and with Jesus.  Only then can we be life giving to others.  We 
cannot be alive without Jesus.  Jesus invites us to come to Him, saying in John 7:37-8, “If 
anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture 
has said, “streams of  living water will flow from within Him.”  

 How hydrated are you spiritually this morning?  What are you drinking?  What is in your 
soul?  Are you being who God has created you to be?  Are you being life giving to others?  
Are you drinking and drawing deeply from His wells of salvation?
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