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Intr oduction: | am on a healthtrip now, trying to lay off sodaand drink more water It
seemdike everywhere turn now in Scripture,l seereferencego water Why? Because
God, like wateris essentialind a basicpart of daily life. How canwe drink deeplyfrom
Him this morningandeverymorning?

Springs Without Water

In this passagePeterreally hammersaway at false teachersand false prophets. Using
words such as slandey blasphemy brute beasts,destruction,harm, carousing,blots and
blemisheseyesfull of adultery seducingthe unstable,expertsin greed,accursedorood,
springs without water blackestdarknessbeing reservedfor them, that they have empty
mouths,are slavesof depravity a dog that returnsto its vomit, a sow that goesbackto the
mud. That®alot. Whatis Petertrying to sayhere?

First and mostimportantof all, sin leadsto death,spiritual and physical death,deathof
hopeandjoy, deathof relationshipswith Godandwith oneanother Scripturemakesit clear
from beginningto end,that God is a God of life. In fact, all of life hasbeencreatedand
shapedby God, who is pleasedwith all that He hasdone. We have beencreatedin His
image,which meansto be like Him, to sharein the joy of life with God. Our ancestors,
howeversinned,causingsinto bea partof eachgeneration'sina. We havechoserself, what
we want, what we think is best,ratherthanchoosingGod, choosingto trustin Him, in His
will andplan. As a resultof our sin, deathand pain hasenteredinto our world. As Paul
remindsus in Romans6:23, Qhe wagesof sin is death,but the gift of God is eternallife in
ChristJesusour Lord.O

SecondGodtakessin seriously Godwantsusto live newlivesin Christ. Paulfurthertells
usin Romans5:11, On the sameway, countyourselvesieadto sin butalive to Godin Christ
Jesus. Theefore do not let sin reignin your mortal bodyso that you obeyits evil desies.O
The problemwith thesefalseteacherandfalseprophetds thattheyarechoosingto indulge
and revel in their sin, and evenworse are encouragingothersto do so too. Sin and evil
causeaus to act like animals,not like God. By choosingsin and self, we cannotlive for
Christ. Lastweek,we touchedon how we haveto makea very importantdecision:will we
continueto be shockedby sin, shockedenoughto turn awayfrom it? Also, aswe indulgein
sin, we becomelessandlesssatisfiedby it. We endup going down an emptyroad. Third,
we canneverbe complacentin our faith. We canneverbe satisfiedwith wherewe are,for
Jesuss neverdonewith us. Sinis deadly andcausesisto die moreandmoreeachday. We
mustcontinuallyandconsistentlyfaceupto it andlet Jesudeadusout of it.
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Flowing Streams of LivingWater

Godis the Giver of all of life, andis the sourceof our Living Water We seethisin Psalmil,
for example,David says,(Blesseds the man...whoselelightis in the law of the Lord, and
on His law He meditateday and night. He s like a treeplantedby streamsof water which
yieldsits fruit in seasorand whoseleaf doesnot wither. WhateverHe doesprospers.O If
we wantto be healthy to flourish, to havelife, to be who we arecreatedo be, we mustbe
tappedinto andhaveour rootsdrink deeplyfrom the only sourceof living water from God.
If we do,we will bearfruit, wewill beablessingto others,we will give shadeto others. In
doing so we must consciouslyand continually seekthe will and personof God, in and
throughHis Word andLaw.

God hascreatedus to needHim. God haspromisedto provide for this need. In Isaiah
44:3-4,He says,dor | will pour out water on the thirsty land, and streamson the dry
ground. | will our out my Spirit on your offspring,and my blessingon your descendants.
Theywill spring up like grassin a meadow like poplar treesby flowing steamsO God
promisesto provide us with what we are literally dying for, which is His presenceand
Himself.

Sin leadsto drynessand a lack of fruit. In Jeremiah2:13, God says,My peoplehave
committedwo sins:theyhaveforsakenme,the spring of the living water andhavedugtheir

own cisterns brokencisternsthat cannothold waterO Sin hasled usto seekwaterelsewhere
thanin andfrom God. Yet, this hasled usto emptinessanddissatisfaction. If we wantto be
true to who God hascreatedusto be, we mustbe in touchwith the giver andthe sourceof
Living Water with God and with Jesus. Only then canwe be life giving to others. We
cannotbe alive without Jesus. Jesusinvites us to cometo Him, sayingin John7:37-8, Of
anyoneis thirsty, let him cometo meand drink. Whoeverbelievesin me, as the Scriptue

hassaid, Osteamsof living waterwill flow fromwithin Him.O

How hydratedare you spiritually this morning? What are you drinking? Whatis in your
soul? Are you beingwho God hascreatedyou to be? Are you beinglife giving to others?
Are you drinking anddrawingdeeplyfrom His wells of salvation?
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