
ÒDoing Everything for JesusÓ
November 25, 2007

Psalm 47: Ephesians 5:15-21; Colossians 3:15-17

Intr oduction:  Everything we do is to be done in gratitude, in gratitude to Jesus.  Are you a 
grateful and thankful person?  Why or Why not?  

Letting His Peace Rule

Who or what rules your hearts?  Paul tells us what our answer should be, saying, ÒLet the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.Ó  
Paul uses an athletic image here for the role of peace in our lives.  Peace is to rule, to preside 
over, to be the decider over our lives.  When we are torn in our feelings or relationships, 
peace is to be our guide and rule.  The only way to maintain unity is to be led and infused by 
peace, by the peaceful presence of the Prince of Peace.  We must seek the unity that Christ 
prays about for us in John 17, when He says, Òmay they be brought to complete unity to let 
the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.Ó  If  such 
unity is so important to Jesus, so too must it be important to us as His disciples. 

At our most recent Session meeting, our Elders discussed the importance of unity in 
Christ, of how we are the body of Christ, interdependent on one another, with Christ as our 
head (1 Corinthians 12).  We have to work together and we need each other in our lives in 
order to become like Jesus.  What disrupts peace?  Ego, selfishness, self-centeredness, 
arrogance, consumerism, self-reliance, independence.  We must be committed to lives 
infused and guided by the peace of Christ.  We cannot allow bitterness, quarrelsome 
behavior or conflict to get rooted in our hearts.  We must be quick to give grace and we must 
love to forgive as we discussed last week.  Are we willing  to live this peace out?  Are we 
really willing to be like Jesus, who is our Prince of Peace?

Being Thankful

Thankfulness is a core element of Christianity.  Paul states this simply, saying, Òand be 
thankful.Ó  What a simple and yet profound sentence.  If  only we lived this out, what would 
our lives be like?  We are to be thankful for God, for His grace and mercy, for His 
forgiveness, for His gift of life and of new life, for the gift  of Jesus, for the gift of the cross, 
for the gift  of the Holy Spirit.  Thankfulness is to fill  our hearts and lives as we follow and 
worship Him.  Listen to some of this language from Psalm 47,ÓShout to God with cries of 
joy...God has ascended amid shouts of joy...Sing praises to God, sing praises...sing to Him a 
psalm of praise...He is greatly exalted.Ó  When was the last time you shouted for joy?  
Perhaps I  should clarify and say, when was the last time you shouted for joy because of the 
goodness of God?  When was the last time that your hearts were full of joy and 
thankfulness?  Thanksgiving is integral to being a believer.  In fact, we do not fully 
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experience His grace or new life in Him until we become thankful people.  How thankful are 
you?  Do others see a thankful spirit in you?  

How can we cultivate gratitude and thankfulness?  By immersing ourselves in His Word.  
I love the title of one of Eugene Peterson's new books, Eat This Book.  We are to become 
what we eat, God's Word, to live out what we read, to let Him become our heart.  We are to 
enjoy and take pleasure in God's Word, as a dog does a bone.  We are to let the Word dwell 
in us and to be alive in us.  We are also to give thanks in songs.  Paul tells us to do so Òwith 
gratitude in our hearts.Ó  Paul also tells us in Ephesians 5, to always give thanks to God the 
Father for everything, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.Ó  Giving thanks then is to be a 
way of life as we follow  Jesus.  

Doing It All For  Christ

Paul tells us that in our lives, we should have one goal and purpose, Òand whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him.Ó  Christianity is all about a relationship, where we learn to become like 
the One who we follow, who we spend time with, who is our Teacher and Master.  In every 
moment then, we are called to ponder how we can give glory and honor to Jesus in and 
through every thought and action.  All  of life is to be lived in obedience to Christ.  We can 
only do this as we choose to be thankful, as we choose to consistently and constantly 
acknowledge the goodness and grace of God.  As Paul also tells us in Ephesians 5, we must 
be very careful how we live-making the most of every opportunity.  We must seek the Lord's 
will  and then seek to faithfully obey it.  We must live a life of gratitude, as we focus on the 
goodness of God, and the gifts He gives us.  This verb of do is an imperative and there are 
no exceptions or loopholes, no fuzzy gray areas.  Everything we think, say and do is to honor 
Jesus.  Is that true for you?
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