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Intr oduction: We havea variety of choicesto makein life, including the choiceof whether
to blessor not. How canwe becomepeoplewho not only enjoy blessing butwho sharethe
blessingof Jesuswith others?

Repaying Evil and Insult with Blessing

In aworld thatis full of brokennessywe areto be a balm andsalveof healing. How
canwe do so? First, by living in harmonywith othersin humility. In John17:23,Jesus
praysfor every believer that we Gnay be broughtto completeunity to let the world know
that you sentme and havelovedthemevenas you havelovedmeO We cannothaveunity
until we humblyrealizethatthe world doesnot revolvearoundus, thatasRick Warrensays,
it is notaboutme Graceis key to unity too, becausenly aswe areembracedy gracecan
be graciousto others. Whenwe are mistreatedwe must humbly and graciouslypray for
them.

Second,we must have sympathyand compassion. As Paul tells us in Romans12:15,
Qejoice with thosewho rejoice; mournwith thosewho mourn.OWe areto repayevil with
compassiontealizing that woundedpeopleseekto wound others,andthat we areto avoid
repeatingthe cycle of painandwoundedness.The ancientRomansdisliked the conceptof
havingpity andmanyof usstill dotoday Insteadof allowing evil to hardenour heartswe
areto allow our heartsto weepandto mournover others. Paulremindsus in Ephesians
4:12,to be kind and compassionatéo one anothery forgiving eachother just asin Christ
Godforgaveyou O We areto repayevil then withtenderheartednessidforgiveness.

Third, we areto love oneanother Thetermherefor loveis philadelphiathatof brothersor

sisters. We are to seethat we are part of the samefamily, the family of God. Jesus
reinforcesthis in John 13:34, where He says, O\ new command| give you: Love one

another As| havelovedyou, you mustlove one anothetOWe repayevil thenwith love,

ratherthanhate. Jesusayswe areto love evenour enemiesto prayfor thosewho persecute
usandto turn the othercheek(Matthew5). Will we addto theevil in the world or will we

choosedo blessinstead?May we belike Jesusandchoosehe pathof blessing.

The Blessing of Sharing ouHope

Scriptureis clearthat we have beengiven the blessingof hope,a blessingwe mustshare
with others. No matterwhat happengo us, we canhavehope,becausave haveJesus.In
orderto shareour faith, we mustfirst setourselvesapartfor Jesus. We areto be different
becausdesuss with usandin us. SamueMilberforcesaidQordshipcanbe definedin four
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words: admit, submit,commitand transmit.O We are to admit our sin, submitto Christ,
commitour livesto Him andtransmitor shareHis love with others.

Petertells usto be preparedo give ananswerfor our hope. This word is apologia,which
meansto give reasonr rationalefor (notto apologize). The Greeksbelievedan educated
personshouldgive a reasonedndintelligent explanationaboutwhatthey believed. Sotoo
mustwe asbelievers. We areto shareour hopein in a gentleandrespectfulway, so people
will notbeturnedoff by our manner We areto do sowithout taking peopleon guilt trips or
without manipulation. We avoid hitting peopleoverthe headwith our faith. It is ourjob to
shareour hopeand it is the job of the Holy Spirit to convict and to convert. Our most
compellingarguments thatof how Jesusnakesarealdifferencein ourlives. Hopeis atrue
blessingandtrue blessingsarealwaysmeantto be shared.

The Blessing of Suffering forHim

In life, therearethreemain typesof suffering; suffering for doing bad, suffering for doing
goodandsuffering thataccompaniesfe which we haveno controlover Life is easiewhen
we obey God. But obediencedoesnot insureus or guaranteaus that we will not suffer or
havechallenges. Therearelogical consequence® sin, and much of the heartbrealof the
world canbe directly tracedbackto sinful choices. Interestingly Petersayswe shouldnot
be surprisedf we suffer for doinggood. In fact, God blessesiswhenwe suffer in this way.
As Jesustells us in Matthew 5:11-12, (Blessedare you when people insult you you,
persecuteyou, and falsely sayall kindsof evil againstyou becauseof me. Rejoice,and be
glad, becausegreat is your rewad in heaven,for in the sameway they persecutedhe
prophetswho were before you.O Jesustells us to seesuffering for Him as being part of
discipleship. We must expectthat an evil world will not like being confrontedwith the
reality of its sinfulness. Jesudn fact, calls usto rejoice,sayingthatwe will be blessedfor
we will berewardedoy God.

Petercalls usto be eagerfor whatis good. This word for eageris zelotes,or ardentlove.
This meaningcan be seenin the JewishZealots,who were zealousand passionatgatriots,
willing to fight anddie for their freedom. Are we willing to be passionatéor God? Are we
willing to be so passionatéor Him thatwe evensuffer for Him? We shouldexpectthatwe
will haveto dealwith avarietyof challengessbelievers. Suffering producesharacterasit
forcesus to decidewhat we really believe and as we learn to be more like Jesus. God
redemptivelyusesall of our sufferingsfor His glory andto drawuscloserto Him. Godalso
reassuressthatno suffering enduredor Him will separateisfrom His love (Romans3:28,
39). Godis still in control. God doesnot turn His backon the faithful. God blesseghose
who suffer for Him with His comfortandpresencelove andcare. Godis good!
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