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Intr oduction:  Who is the most humble personyou know? The Christianfaith is very
counterculturalandthis is very true whenit comesto humility. How canwe be morelike
Jesudy recommittingourselvego humility?

Humbling Ourselves Befoe God

One of the themesof Scriptureis our needto humble ourselvesbefore God. In 2
Chronicles,God calls us to do this, saying,Of my people,who are called by my name,will
humblethemselveand pray and seekmy face and turn from their wickedways,thenwill |
hearfrom heaverandwill forgivetheir sin andwill healtheir land.O Humility is ultimately
a choicewe make,whenwe chooseto seeandacknowledgesodfor who He is andfor who
He hasmadeusto be. Humility allows usto seethattheworld doesnot revolvearoundus,
andthatour feelingsarenot alwaysthe correct orimportantones.

Godinvitesusto humbleourselvesf we areseriousaboutreceivingfrom Him. Repentance
andhumility arelinked, for aswe confessour sin, aswe seekmoreof Him andmoreof His
holinessin our lives, we areremindedof who He is andwho we are. Humility leadsto a
reminderof our needto be forgiven, that we canneverearnor deserveour own salvation,
andthus we shouldworshipHim anddo His will alone. Is thereany doubtthat this verse
appliesto ustodaytoo? Whereandhow areyou living for self?

Being Humble Like Christ

Humility is a key virtue of Christianity In fact, in the classicalGreek,thereis no word for
humility thatlacksa tinge of humiliation or shameor weakness. Christianhumility is not
about humiliation or weaknessput about selflessnessand being a willing servant. As
believerswe arecalledto be humble,for we arenot God,andbecausen front of the cross,
eachof usis equallylovedandcherishedandthusthereis noreasorto be proudor arrogant.
In John13, by washingthe disciple'sfeet, Jesugrovidesuswith a powerfulandcompelling
exampleof how to be humble. Jesuswrappeda towel aroundHis waist and washedtheir
feet, doing the menialand humbletask only a slavewould normally do. Jesugells them,
Now that |, your Lord and Teacher have washedyour feet, you also should wash one
another'sfeet. | havesetyouan examplethat youshoulddo as| havedonefor you.O The
disciples were shockedby His demonstrationof humility. How aboutyou? Are you
allowing your discomfortor shockat His humility to getin theway of everythingHe wants
to doin yourlives?
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Paul provides Jesusto us as an exampleof humility in Philippians 2:2-8. saying, o
nothing out of selfishambitionor vain conceit,but in humility considerothersbetterthan
yourselves.Eachof you shouldlook not only to your own interests,but also to the interests
of others. Your attitude shouldbe the sameas that of Christ Jesus: Who,beingin the very
nature God, did not considerequalitywith God somethingo be grasped but madeHimself
nothing,takingtheverynature of a servant,beingmadein humanlikeness.Andbeingfound
in appearancesa man,He humbledHimselfandbecamebediento death-evemeathona
crossO Humility is the oppositeof selfishness.We areto careaboutthe well beingandthe
needsof others. We areto love our neighboraswe do ourselves. As Jesudhasintentionally
choserhumility, somustwe, for humility leadsto newlife in Him.

Jesuglescribechimselfasbeinghumblein Matthew11:29, saying,0fakemyyokeuponyou
andlearnfromme,for | amgentleand humblein heart,andyouwill find restfor your souls.
For my yokeis easyand my burdenis light.0 Jesuscameto serveandto literally die on
behalfof others. If we wantto be humblelike Jesuswe needto look at our own lives and
answerthesequestions; do we live for God alone? Do we live anddie for others? Do we
follow thewill of Godor dowe follow our own will?

Cultivating a Lifestyle of Humility

Humility is to becomea way of life for us,aswe learnto live, to love andto belike Jesus
Christ, as His faithful disciples. Peterremindsus in 1 Peter5:5-7, Gall of you, clothe
yourselveswith humility toward one another becauseGod opposesthe proud but gives
graceto the humble. Humbleyourselvestherefore, under God'smighty hand, that He may
lift you up in duetime.O We areto humbleourselvesknowing that God will honorus for
doingso. Paulechoeghisin Ephesiang:2-3, Be completelyhumbleandgentle,be patient,
bearingwith oneanotherin love. Make everyeffort to keepthe unity of the Spirit through
the bondof peace.O Humility andpatiencethengo togetherfor only aswe choosehumility
do we gainthe graceto be patient,andto be graciousin love. Learnto listen; bewilling to
admitshortcomingstearnthatlife is notaboutyou, be awareof others.
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