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Intr oduction: | amstill thinking aboutthe sermonastweek-thathappento me sometimes.
| have beenthinking that it is alwaysgreatto speakon joy and hope-thattheseare great
gualitiesin themselves.Evenbetterand evenmore lastingis the joy andthe hopewe can
havein JesusChrist alone. If we are lacking in the hopeand joy departmentsywe must
refocus our heartsand minds on Jesus. If we are rooted, if we define ourselvesin

relationshipto Him, we will find greatjoy andlastinghope. We cannotfind suchjoy or

hopein ourselvesr in others. Only in Christ.

Thequestionl havefor you this morningis: Do youwantto belike Jesus?f so,Petertells
usto bepreparedo beholy, to belike Jesus.

Be Prepared

| call this passagene of the Boy Scoutsversesof the Bible. For thoseof you who are
familiar with the Scouts,whatis their motto? The word herefor being prepareds that of
girding up theloins of your mind. In the Middle East,menwore long robesthat madeswift
movementghallenging. Whengettingreadyto be active,theywouldtie abroadbeltaround
their waistto give themgreaterfreedomof movement.It would be like sayingtoday roll up
your sleevesor take off your jacket. Petertells us to prepareour minds, to realizethat
holinessin our mindswill requireeffort, time and initiative. Holy living beginswith our
minds,for asthe phrasegoes: garbagen, garbageout. We areto havea disciplinedmind,
onethatis takencaptivefor Christ. Paulechoesthis, telling usin Romans12;2, o not
conformany longerto the patternof this world, but be transformedby the renewingof your
mind® Our mind is a battlefield. It doesmatterwhatwe think. Be prepared.Getreadyto
fosterthework of the Holy Spiritin us,renewingusto be morelike Christ.

Petertells us to be preparedo be self-controlled,which actually meansto be sober The
word soberin Greekhastwo meaningspothof which arein play here. Theword meango
not becomeintoxicatedeither by drink or by life, by anythingotherthan Jesus. We areto
havea soberjudgment,onethatis not sweptawayby fadsor the nextnewthing. Actually, |
don'tlike theword self-control. As believerswe wantto be God-controlled. Peteralsotells
us to be preparedby settingour hopefully on God® grace. Peteris sayingwe must be
preparedor what God will doin our lives by beinghopeful. We areto live in hope,to be
peoplewho choosenot to be pessimistic fatalistic or judgmental. We are to be optimistic
people whosehopeandtrustis in Him regardles®f theevil or negativityor evenchallenges
all aroundus.
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Life before Christ

Petermakesit clearthatwe shouldbe preparedor our lives to be madenewin Christ. We
shouldbeginto learnto modelHis characteandHis holiness. What arethe elementf our
old life? Petersayswe oncelived alife of ignorance.The paganworld of ancienttimeswas
hauntedby its inability to know God. Aristotle, for example,said, G5od is the supeme
causedreamedby all andknownby noneO The ancientworld did not doubtthe existenceof
God, but believed if gods or God existed, they were unknowable and completely
uninterestedn humansor in the universe. The old life is alsoonedominatedby desiresof
the flesh. Chastityand monogamywas rare. Jerome,the Biblical scholar knew of one
womanwho was marriedto her 239 husbandandwho wasthe 215t wife for thatman. The
cultural aim then was to find newer and wilder ways to gratify the flesh. The third
characteristiof the old life is futility. Without Christ,we haveno purposeno hope,andno
fullnessof life. The RomanpoetCatulluswrote to his wife, saying,Bunscan rise and set
again; butonceour brief light is dead,there is nothingleft but onelong night fromwhichwe
shall neverawale.OLife without Christis emptyandhopeless.Is your life emptyor full of
His presence?

Being Holy

Now that Christ hasfound us, we canlive new lives, markedby holiness. Petertells us,
(But just as He who called youis holy, sobe holy in all youdo: for it is written, 'be Holy,
becausd am holy.O The Hebrewword herefor holinessis gadosh which meansto be set
apart, sacred,hallowed, or pure. The Greekword here is hagio§ which meansto be
different. We mustprepareandwe mustdareto be differentbecausef JesusChrist. Only
Godis holy, butif we really learnfrom Him andspendtime with Him, we will beginto take
on His character If we aretruly filled with the Holy Spirit, we will becomeholy, like Jesus.
This commands anancientoneandis at the heartof Judaism.Beingchoserby God, being
in a relationshipwith God involvesa greatcall anda greatresponsibility Our lives areno
longerour own. Holinessandobediencego handin hand. We mustobeyGod if we areto
be holy. We cannotengagen a postmoderrself selectionof whatwe think it meansto be
righteous holy or Godly. Only in andthroughGod'sword canwe seeHis will andplanfor
us. D.L. Moody saysholinessis bestseenin our lives, saying,Ot's a greatdealbbetterto live
a holy life than to talk aboutit. Lighthousesdon't ring bells and fire cannonsto call
attentionto their shining-theyjust shineO We mustget readyand be preparedo become
holy, becauseheworld arounduswill try to distractusfrom Jesus.

In additionto holinesswe arecalledto reverenceto live our lives in reverentfear Thisis
an attitudeof the mind thatallows usto alwaysbe awareof God'spresence.The word here
for fearis phobos which is actuallya healthykind of fear This fearis thatof beingin awe,
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of seeingGod asbeingawesomendof living in recognitionof His personholiness power
andlove. How seriouslydo we take God? Godtakesour sin very seriouslyandwe seethis

on the cross. Life is shortand God seesall, so don'twastetime on sin!  We areto live as
redeemedpeople. This word had a special meaningto those in the Roman Empire.
Redemptiorwasa costly gift, a freeingof a personfrom a penaltyor bondage. Petersays
thatJesushasboughtus our freedom thatHis deathis morevaluableto usthananythingor

anyoneelse. We now belongto Jesusnot to ourselves.As a result,we mustlove asChrist
lovesus. Petersayswe areto love sincerelyor deeplyfrom the heart. Love mustbesincere,
or anupokritoswithout hypocrisy Love mustalsobefervent,deeplyintenseandinvolve all

of who we are. This deeplove is agapelove, love that is self giving, self offering and
selfless. Love is the centerof the Christianlifestyle, of beingholy, of beingdifferent. We

mustbe intenton andpreparedo be loving, modelingandmirroring Christ®heartaswe do

So.

Being a disciple of Jesuss not easybut is very worthwhile aswe enjoy being loved and
loving others,as we learnto becomewho God hascreatedus to be. Be preparedito be
blessedto belike Jesus!Be preparedo bedifferent,dareto bedifferentbecauseéhristis in
you!
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