
ÒBeing Filled by GodÓ
Psalm 104:24-34; Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost Sunday 2007

Intr oduction:  Pentecost is one of the most important days of the Christian year.  It  is a day 
that reminds us that our God loves to transform us,  and that God calls us out of our own 
comfort zones to serve and to share Him.  

God Promises His Presence

 Do you trust God?  If  we are honest, we will  probably say, not as much as we wish we did, 
but that we want to trust Him more.  Any time we become overwhelmed by stress, anger, 
pain or lack of forgiveness, we show that we don't trust God as fully as we can or should.  
The problem is that too often we become wounded or scarred from others or even ourselves, 
making it harder for us to trust in Him.  God, however can be trusted, God is faithful, God 
does not forget what He promises.  One such promise is that He will not leave us alone, and 
that He will  continue to not only be with us, but in us.

 Because Jesus was preparing to leave, He wanted to reassure them and us that His presence 
would remain, albeit in a different form.  In John 14:16-7, 17:13, Jesus says, ÒAnd I will  ask 
the Father, and He will  give you another Counselor to be with you forever-the Spirit of truth.  
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will  guide you into all  truth.Ó Jesus, the 
Emmanuel (who is God with us), will  now still be with us and even in us, through the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus told them in Luke 24:49 and in Acts 1:5, ÒI  am going to send you what my 
Father promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high...For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will  be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.Ó  The Holy Spirit will  eternally change and transform our lives.  Do we believe Him?  
Are we willing to trust Him and personally experience this?

Being Ready for the Spirit

 Not only does God want us to believe in His promises, God wants us to get ready for the 
fulillment of His promises.  God wants us to wait on Him in expectation, surrender and trust.  
There are key ways that we can do this.  In Luke 24:53 and in Acts 1;14,  we learn that the 
early disciplesÒ worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God...They all joined together in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.Ó  We may not always know 
when a promise of God is about to be fulfilled,  but we can choose to make ourselves ready 
and available for God to use us and to fill  us with His Spirit.  

 One way we can do so is by worshipping Him, by celebrating His majesty, power and 
person.  Another is by being joyful, by focusing not on the unknown, but on Jesus, whose 
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life and death reveal the love of God for us.  Another way is prayer, as we come before God 
in conversation, trust and surrender.  Fellowship also assists us in getting ready to hear from 
God, for when we surround ourselves with other believers, we foster an environment where 
the Lord can move and speak.  When you want to hear from the Lord, what do you do?  Get 
impatient, get frustrated, question His Person, plan and timing?  Or do you wait with trust, 
and hope?  May we be like the early disciples, who were open to and focused on God.

A Gift for  Each of Us

 The gift of the Holy Spirit is a gift for each of us, for each believer.  The Holy Spirit is a 
reminder that God loves us enough to share in our lives, to be in us and with us.  Note what 
we see in Acts 2:3-4, ÒÓthey saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came 
to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.Ó  The key here is that the Holy Spirit fell on each 
of them.  Joel makes this clear as we look at who will  be filled with the Holy Spirit:  sons 
and daughters, young men and old men, servants, both men and women.  In other words, no 
one is left out.  The Holy Spirit is GpdÕs gift  to us, to all of us, to each of us.

 Each of us face decisions in each moment that will  either allow the Holy Spirit to fill  us or 
to be snuffed out.  Paul warns us in 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22, saying, ÒBe joyful always; pray 
continually.  Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will  for you in Christ Jesus.  
Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt.  Test everything.  Hold 
on to the good.  Avoid every kind of evil.Ó  We can fan the flames of the Spirit when we 
faithfully and obediently say yes to God, when we are joyful, when are thankful, when we 
listen and respond with faith to prophecies, when we test everything and avoid all evil so we 
can have more of God.  Listen too to Ephesians 4:29-30, where Paul says, ÒDo not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up, 
according to their needs, that it  may benefit those who listen.  And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.Ó   We grieve the Holy Spirit 
when we choose sin over obedience, when we choose selfishness over selflessness.  What is 
getting in the way of the power, work and filling  of the Holy Spirit in your lives?  A lack of 
self-control, a rebellious spirit, a self-reliant streak, a lack of forgiveness,  a lack of grace?  
Let us repent, let us reopen ourselves to the Spirit, let us let the Spirit be in control.  Will  we 
allow the Spirit to fill  us, to work through us, in ways we could never seek to control or 
imagine?  Will we truly live for and be for God?
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