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Intr oduction: Pentecosts oneof the mostimportantdaysof the Christianyear It is aday
that remindsus that our God lovesto transformus, andthat God calls us out of our own
comfortzonesto serveandto shareHim.

God Promises His Pesence

Do youtrustGod? If we arehonestwe will probablysay notasmuchaswe wish we did,
but that we want to trust Him more. Any time we becomeoverwhelmedby stress.anger
pain or lack of forgivenesswe showthat we don'ttrust God asfully aswe canor should.
The problemis thattoo oftenwe becomewoundedor scarredrom othersor evenourselves,
makingit harderfor usto trustin Him. God, howevercanbe trusted,Godis faithful, God
doesnot forgetwhatHe promises. Onesuchpromiseis thatHe will notleaveusalone,and
that Hewill continueto notonly bewith us,butin us.

Becauselesusvaspreparingto leave,He wantedto reassureéhemandusthatHis presence
would remain,albeitin a differentform. In John14:16-7,17:13,Jesussays,And | will ask
the Father andHe will give youanotherCounselorto bewith youforeverthe Spirit of truth.
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes,He will guide you into all truth.O Jesus,the
Emmanuelwho is God with us),will now still be with usandevenin us, throughthe Holy
Spirit. Jesustold themin Luke 24:49andin Acts 1:5, @ am going to sendyou what my
Father promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high..For John baptizedwith water but in a few daysyou will be baptizedwith the Holy
Spirit.O The Holy Spirit will eternallychangeandtransformour lives. Do we believeHim?
Are we willing to trustHim andpersonallyexperiencehis?

Being Ready forthe Spirit

Not only doesGod want us to believein His promises,God wantsus to getreadyfor the
fulillment of His promises. Godwantsusto wait on Him in expectationsurrendeandtrust.
Therearekey waysthatwe cando this. In Luke 24:53andin Acts 1;14, we learnthatthe
early disciplesQvorshippedHim and returnedto Jerusalenmwith greatjoy. Andtheystayed
continually at the temple,praising God...Theyall joined togetherin prayer along with the
womenand Mary the motherof Jesus,and with His brothers.O We may not alwaysknow
whena promiseof Godis aboutto be fulfilled, but we canchooseto makeourselvegeady
andavailablefor Godto useusandto fill uswith His Spirit.

One way we can do so is by worshippingHim, by celebratingHis majesty power and
person. Anotheris by beingjoyful, by focusingnot on the unknown,but on Jesuswhose
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life anddeathrevealthe love of Godfor us. Anotherway is prayer aswe comebeforeGod
in conversationtrustandsurrender Fellowshipalsoassistaisin gettingreadyto hearfrom
God, for whenwe surroundourselveswith otherbelieverswe fosteran environmentwhere
the Lord canmoveandspeak. Whenyou wantto hearfrom the Lord, whatdo you do? Get
impatient,get frustrated,questionHis Personplan andtiming? Or do you wait with trust,
andhope?May we belike the earlydiscipleswho wereopento andfocusedon God.

A Gift for Each of Us

The gift of the Holy Spirit is a gift for eachof us, for eachbeliever The Holy Spirit is a
reminderthat Godlovesus enoughto sharein our lives, to bein usandwith us. Note what
we seein Acts 2:3-4, Otheysawwhat seemedo be tonguesof fire that separatecand came
to reston eachof them All of themwere filled with the Holy Spirit and beganto speakin
othertonguesas the Spirit enabledthemO The key hereis thatthe Holy Spirit fell on each
of them. Joelmakesthis clearaswe look at who will be filled with the Holy Spirit: sons
anddaughtersyoungmenandold men,servantspoth menandwomen. In otherwords,no
oneis left out. TheHoly Spirit is Gpd®gift to us,to all of us,to eachof us.

Eachof usfacedecisionan eachmomentthatwill eitherallow the Holy Spirit to fill usor
to besnufed out. Paulwarnsusin 1 Thessalonian§:19-22 saying,Bejoyful always;pray
continually Givethanksin all circumstancedor this is God'swill for youin Christ Jesus.
Do notputoutthe Spirit'sfire; do nottreatpropheciesvith contempt. Testeverything. Hold
on to the good. Avoid everykind of evil.O We canfan the flamesof the Spirit whenwe
faithfully andobedientlysayyesto God, whenwe arejoyful, whenarethankful, whenwe
listenandrespondwith faith to prophecieswhenwe testeverythingandavoidall evil sowe
canhavemoreof God. Listentoo to Ephesiansg}:29-30,wherePaul says,do not let any
unwholesoméalk comeout of your mouths but only whatis helpful for building othersup,
accoding to their needsthat it may benefitthosewho listen. And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit, with whomyou were sealedfor the day of redemptior® We grievethe Holy Spirit
whenwe choosesin over obediencewhenwe chooseselfishnes®ver selflessnessWhatis
gettingin the way of the power work andfilling of the Holy Spirit in your lives? A lack of
self-control,a rebelliousspirit, a self-reliantstreak,a lack of forgiveness, a lack of grace?
Let usrepent,et usreopenourselvedo the Spirit, let uslet the Spirit bein control. Will we
allow the Spirit to fill us, to work throughus, in ways we could neverseekto control or
imagine?Will wetruly live for andbefor God?
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