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Intr oduction: Miss Shannorgaveme a cool gift this week. A mugthatquotesPhilippians
3:13-14, saying, Not that | have already obtainedall this, or have already beenmade
perfect, but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesustook hold of
me...Fogettingwhat is behindand straining toward what is ahead,| presson toward the
goal to win the prize for which God hascalled mein Christ JesusO | love this text, because
if we wantto addto our faith, we mustbewilling to focusanewandagainon Jesusto strain
aheadike arunnerattheendof arace,to pressonto becomemorelike Jesus.How canwe
do thatthis morning?

Who are we?

If 1 askedyou right now, who you are,whatwould you say? Do you know who you areto
God? In his book, Better Off than You Think, God's Astounding Opinion of You, Ralph
Harrissuggestsve havelost sightof the greatnewsthat God passionatelyovesus. A major
issuesin eachof our lives is that we havelost sight of who we really areto God. Harris
says,Qve'vebeendeludedinto makinga lunatic argumentwith God not so muchaboutwho
He is and what He is capable of doing, but about who we are and our role in His
plan...God's opinion of ourselvesand our opinion of ourselvesdon't agree...As He
increasinglywins you over to His way of thinking aboutyou, you'll increasinglylive asyou
really are becauseyou'll knowwho youreally are.0 God takespleasuran you, God loves
you!

Peterdescribeshimself as being a servantof JesusChrist. The Greekword for servant,
doulosgoesbeyondserviceto actuallybeingaslave. Key figuresin the Bible werereferred
to asdoulos, or slavesof God or Christ, suchas: Moses,JoshuaDavid, Paul,Jamesand
Judeandthe prophetsof the Old Testament. Now as believers,we are doulos of Christ.
This meanswve areabsolutelypossesselly Godandwe belongto God unconditionally Our
lives areno longerour own, for we areunreservedlyat God'sdisposal. We mustbe totally
surrenderedo GodandobeyHim. We areto live in constantserviceof God andwe cannot
compartmentalizeny aspectof our lives for all of who we are belongsto God. How are
you servingHim? Are you obeying?Are you beingwho Godhascreatedyouto be?
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Adding to our Faith

Oncewe understandvho we areto God, we beginto learnwho we canbecomein Christ.
As Paultells us,in 2 Cor 5:17, OTheefore, if anyoneis in Christ, theyare a newcreation!O
The processof becominga new creationis anongoingone,aswe spendtime with Jesus. It
Is importantto stressthat we must cooperatewith God in addingto our faith, ratherthan
being passive. Petersays,"for this very reason,makeevery effort to add to your faith
goodness Petertells usto beintentionalandto makeeveryeffort to addto our faith, that
Is, to not be complacent. The word herefor addis to equip, or epichoregein, which
actuallyflows from the ancientpracticeof choruses.The word hasa lavish senseaboutit,
that we areto lavishly pour out everythingneededfor a fine performancepr to equip an
armyfor battle,or to equipour soulwith all neededvirtues. Our faith thenmustbe resultin
changedbehavior For asPaultells usin Philippians2:12, we areto Gcontinueto work out
your salvationwith fear andtrembling.O

Faithis theroot of all virtues,for our faith in Jesusnfluencesandimpactsall we think, say
anddo. We areto addgoodnesgo faith. The word for goodnesss arete, onethat means
moral excellenceor courage. Goodnessmust lead to knowledge. The term here for
knowledgejs gnosis which meangracticaldaily knowledge(ascomparedo Sophiawhich
meansdeeperand ultimate knowledge). We are to add self-controlto goodness. Self-
control, or egkarteia, meango be God controlled. To self-control,we addsteadfastnessy
hupomone John Chrysostom,the 4th century theologiancalled this the mother of all
virtues. The term meansperseverancep endurepainful suffering throughdifficult times,
while always looking aheadto the cross. To perseverancewe are to add godliness.
Godliness,eusebia,meanspiety, which is shownin our relationshipswith God and with
others. To godlinesswe add brotherly kindness philadelphia. Peoplematterto God and
we mustlove othersasHe does. To thisis addedselflesslove, agape the self giving love.
Love mustflow from faith. We mustlearnto love asour Goddoes.

God wants us to bear fruit, to be healthy and to be life giving. God wants to use us,
for us to be useful. God wants us to see cletrlgee who we are to Him, to see who He is
to us, to see who we can be in Christ. God wants us to livegagsiompeople, who don't
forget the cross, or don't fyet being saved. How fruitful are yo#te you working with
God to add to and to grow in your faith? Is Christ alive in you?
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