
ÒAdding to Your FaithÓ
Psalm 103:1-13; 2 Peter 1:1-11

July 1, 2007

 Intr oduction:  Miss Shannon gave me a cool gift this week.  A mug that quotes Philippians 
3:13-14, saying, ÒNot that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I  press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold  of 
me...Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me in Christ Jesus.Ó  I  love this text, because 
if  we want to add to our faith, we must be willing  to focus anew and again on Jesus, to strain 
ahead like a runner at the end of a race, to press on to become more like Jesus.  How can we 
do that this morning?  

Who are we?

 If  I asked you right now, who you are, what would you say?  Do you know who you are to 
God?  In his book, Better Off  than You Think,  God's Astounding Opinion of You, Ralph 
Harris suggests we have lost sight of the great news that God passionately loves us.  A major 
issues in each of our lives is that we have lost sight of who we really are to God.  Harris 
says, Òwe've been deluded into making a lunatic argument with God not so much about who 
He is and what He is capable of doing, but about who we are and our role in His 
plan...God's opinion of ourselves and our opinion of ourselves don't agree...As He 
increasingly wins you over to His way of thinking about you, you'll increasingly live as you 
really are because you'll know who you really are.Ó   God takes pleasure in you, God loves 
you!

 Peter describes himself as being a servant of Jesus Christ.  The Greek word for servant, 
doulos goes beyond service to actually being a slave.  Key figures in the Bible were referred 
to as doulos, or slaves of God or Christ, such as:  Moses, Joshua, David, Paul, James and 
Jude and the prophets of the Old Testament.  Now as believers, we are doulos of Christ.  
This means we are absolutely possessed by God and we belong to God unconditionally.  Our 
lives are no longer our own, for we are unreservedly at God's disposal.  We must be totally 
surrendered to God and obey Him.  We are to live in constant service of God and we cannot 
compartmentalize any aspect of our lives for all of who we are belongs to God.  How are 
you serving Him?  Are you obeying?  Are you being who God has created you to be?
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Adding to our Faith

 Once we understand who we are to God, we begin to learn who we can become in Christ.  
As Paul tells us, in 2 Cor 5:17, ÒTherefore, if  anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation!Ó  
The process of becoming a new creation is an ongoing one, as we spend time with Jesus.  It 
is important to stress that we must cooperate with God in adding to our faith, rather than 
being passive.  Peter says, "for this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness,"   Peter tells us to be intentional and to make every effort to add to our faith, that 
is, to not be complacent.    The word here for add is to equip, or epichoregein, which 
actually flows from the ancient practice of choruses.  The word has a lavish sense about it, 
that we are to lavishly pour out everything needed for a fine performance, or to equip an 
army for battle, or to equip our soul with all needed virtues.  Our faith then must be result in 
changed behavior.  For as Paul tells us in Philippians 2:12, we are to Òcontinue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling.Ó

 Faith is the root of all virtues, for our faith in Jesus influences and impacts all we think, say 
and do.  We are to add goodness to faith.  The word for goodness is arete, one that means 
moral excellence or courage.  Goodness must lead to knowledge.  The term here for 
knowledge, is gnosis, which means practical daily knowledge (as compared to Sophia which 
means deeper and ultimate knowledge).  We are to add self-control to goodness.  Self-
control, or egkarteia, means to be God controlled.  To self-control, we add steadfastness, or 
hupomone.  John Chrysostom, the 4th century theologian called this the mother of all 
virtues.  The term means perseverance, to endure painful suffering through difficult times, 
while always looking ahead to the cross.   To perseverance, we are to add godliness.  
Godliness, eusebia, means piety, which is shown in our relationships with God and with 
others.  To godliness, we add brotherly kindness, philadelphia.  People matter to God and 
we must love others as He does.   To this is added selfless love, agape, the self giving love.  
Love must flow  from faith.  We must learn to love as our God does.

 God wants us to bear fruit, to be healthy and to be life giving.  God wants to use us, 
for us to be useful.  God wants us to see clearly, to see who we are to Him, to see who He is 
to us, to see who we can be in Christ.  God wants us to live as forgiven people, who don't 
forget the cross, or don't forget being saved.  How fruitful are you?  Are you working with 
God to add to and to grow in your faith?  Is Christ alive in you? 
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