
“A Living Hope”
Isaiah 40:25-31; 1 Peter 1:1-12

April 15, 2007

Introduction:  As we begin this new sermon series on the letters of Peter, we will be 
looking at what it means to live new lives in Christ, in the light of the resurrection and the 
empty tomb.  Peter was a changed man because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Let us 
ponder how we too are called to be changed people, as we live in and for Christ.

Who Are We?

 It is always good to reflect on who we are, on whose we are.  Peter says in 1 Peter 1:1-2, 
“To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered (throughout Elk Grove and the Sacramento 
area), who have been chosen, according to the foreknowledge of  God the father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood.”    
Israel had failed to stay true to God, so now the saving mercy of God has been given to all 
those who are willing to believe in Jesus.  The word elect means to be specially chosen and 
involves both a challenge and a responsibility, for we are chosen to serve Him.  The word for 
stranger suggests that we are in a foreign land, where our thoughts are always turning 
towards home.  As believers, we know that as Paul says in Philippians 3:20, “our citizenship 
is in heaven.”  

   The idea of foreknowledge means that it is God who chooses us; it is God who initiates a 
relationship of love and grace with us.  The Holy Spirit is at work in and through us, 
sanctifying us, so that we will truly be His.  As Martin Luther says, “I believe that I cannot 
by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ My Lord, or come to Him.”  As 
believers, we need to reclaim the our radical need for the Holy Spirit.  As the Holy Spirit fills 
us, we learn how to be obedient, which is essential to a healthy relationship with God.  We 
are also sprinkled by His blood, which the Old Testament suggests is done for healing, for 
being set apart and for obedience to God.  

  We belong to God.  We are His people, His children, adopted in and through the blood 
of Christ.  Do we know this?  Do we live like this?  How do you see yourself?  Others?  This 
truth should transform our lives, and each of our relationships.

A Living Hope

 Peter says that one key aspect of a new life in Christ is to have a living hope.  Peter says in 
1:3-4, “In His great mercy, He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
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spoil or fade-kept in heaven for you,” When we meet Jesus, our lives are to never be the 
same.  This rebirth is not something we do, but rather is what God does in us.   Hope is to be 
a defining part of our lives.  The ancient Romans had a saying:  “while there is life, there is 
hope!”  No, where there is Christ, there is hope! In Knowing God, J.I. Packer says that 
Camus taught that life is a bad joke.  No, life is a gift!

 We have hope because of the resurrection of Christ.  Nothing is impossible for God!  God 
reigns over life and even death!  Our lives are in His powerful hands!  The concept of a 
living hope is important.  Our hope is to be life-giving.  Our hope does not depend on 
circumstance, environment, check book balance or the opinions of those around us.  Our 
hope is in God, in His character, power, Person and promises.  As Jeremiah tells us in 14:8, 
God is the “Hope of Israel, its Savior in times of distress.” 

 Peter says we can have hope in the inheritance God gives us.  The word inheritance is the 
word used for the Promised Land in the Old Testament, and refers to a safe place, a place 
where we can enjoy the person and provision of God.  Peter says our inheritance is our 
relationship with God, which is lasting and secure. We have hope because we know we are 
saved.  The word here for to save means to be delivered from sickness, from danger and 
from the power of sin.  We can have hope also because we know that God is protecting us 
with His power.  This word for shield is that of being a sentry, so that God watches over us, 
defending us and protecting us.  

 Isaiah also tells us why we can hope in God.  We can hope in God because He is all 
powerful and the creator of the world.  God is never tired or weary.  In fact, God gives us 
strength when we are weary. If we hope in God, God will restore our energy, our vitality, our 
life, our joy. We will soar like eagles, that were known for their vigor and their speed.  God 
will enervate and energize us as we are filled with hope in Him.  Who or what do you hope 
in?  Why are you hopeless?  I believe the lack of hope in our lives is our fault, not God's.  
We have hope because we have purpose, which comes from God.  What do you need to lay 
down in order to have more of Him, more of His hope?

An Inexpressible Joy

 Not only does God bless us with new life and a living hope, God blesses us with an 
inexpressible joy.    Peter tells us in 1:8-9, “You believe in Him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.”  Before mentioning joy, Peter mentions that we will have to endure grief and all 
sorts of trials.  The word here for trials is that of being many-colored and is found elsewhere 
only in describing grace.  God's grace then is expansive enough to overcome any trial we 
face.  We are called to be filled with this inexpressible joy even in the midst of the 
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challenges and the pain.  Peter says these trials come to refine us, just as gold is refined 
(Rick Warren teaches this too).  No goldsmith wastes ore and God does not waste anything 
in our lives.  God wants us to have a joy that is rooted in Him.

We can have this joy because we are in the process of receiving our salvation (see 
Philippians 2:12, where Paul tells us “to work out our salvation with fear and trembling”).   
Only as we reorient our lives around the cross of Christ will we find our hearts filled with 
His joy.  This joy is also glorious.  The word for glory refers to the nature, person and 
character of God.  Our joy gives glory to God who is the source and cause of our salvation.  
The message of salvation is the message God has been giving throughout time.  We can have 
joy in having heard and received it.  

 Jesus came to give us joy.  God’s plan and purpose for us in Christ also gives us joy.  J.I. 
Packer says that Marie Antoinette claimed, nothing tastes.  No, life is meant to be enjoyed 
and embraced.   In Galatians 5, Paul says joy is the second fruit of the Spirit.  Joy then is not 
optional but a fundamental part of being a believer.  Janie Cheaney tells us, that Christianity 
recognizes that a world of hurt is surrounded by a universe of  joy.  Our faith teaches a three-
personed God so full of  love He could not keep it to Himself.  How joyful are you?  What do 
you take joy in?  Is your joy lasting or fleeting?  
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