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Intr oduction: As we begin this new sermonserieson the letters of Peter we will be
looking at whatit meansto live newlives in Christ, in the light of the resurrectiorandthe
emptytomb. Peterwasa changedmanbecausef the resurrectiorof JesusChrist. Let us
pondermow we too arecalledto bechangedgeople aswe live in andfor Christ.

Who AreWe?

It is alwaysgoodto reflect on who we are,on whosewe are. Petersaysin 1 Peterl:1-2,
Oo God'select,strangersin theworld, scatteed (throughoutElk Groveandthe Sacramento
area),whohavebeenchosenaccoding to the foreknowledgef Godthe father throughthe
sanctifyingwork of the Spirit, for obedienceto JesusChrist and sprinkling by His blood O
Israelhadfailed to staytrue to God, so now the savingmercyof God hasbeengivento all
thosewho arewilling to believein Jesus.The word electmeansto be speciallychosenand
involvesbotha challengeanda responsibility for we arechoserto serveHim. Theword for
strangersuggestshat we are in a foreign land, where our thoughtsare always turning
towardshome. As believerswe know thatasPaulsaysin Philippians3:20, Qur citizenship
is in heavenO

Theideaof foreknowledgemeanshatit is Godwho choosesuis; it is Godwho initiatesa
relationshipof love and gracewith us. The Holy Spirit is at work in and through us,
sanctifyingus, sothatwe will truly be His. As Martin Luther says,Q believethat | cannot
by my own reasonor strength believein JesusChrist My Lord, or cometo Him.O As
believerswe needto reclaimthe our radicalneedfor theHoly Spirit. As theHoly Spirit fills
us,we learnhow to be obedientwhich is essentiato a healthyrelationshipwith God. We
are also sprinkledby His blood, which the Old Testamensuggestss donefor healing,for
beingsetapartandfor obedienceéo God.

We belong to GodWe are His people, His children, adopted in and through the blood
of Christ. Do we know this? Do we live like this? How do you see yourself? Othbis?
truth should transform our lives, and each of our relationships.

A Living Hope
Petersaysthatonekey aspecbof a newlife in Christis to havea living hope. Petersaysin

1:3-4, On His great mery, He has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurection of JesusChrist from the dead,and into an inheritancethat can neverperish,
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spoil or fade-keptin heavenfor you OWhenwe meetJesuspour lives areto neverbe the
same. Thisrebirthis not somethingwve do, but ratheris what God doesin us. Hopeis to be
a defining partof our lives. The ancientRomanshada saying: Qvhile there is life, there is
hopeéO No, wherethereis Christ, thereis hope! In Knowing God, J.l. Packersaysthat
Camustaughtthatlife is a badjoke No, life is a gift!

We havehopebecausef the resurrectiorof Christ. Nothingis impossiblefor God! God
reignsover life and evendeath! Our lives arein His powerful hands! The conceptof a
living hopeis important. Our hopeis to be life-giving. Our hope doesnot dependon
circumstancegenvironment,check book balanceor the opinionsof thosearoundus. Our
hopeis in God,in His characterpower Personandpromises. As Jeremiahells usin 14:8,
Godis the Hopeof Israel, its Saviorin timesof distressO

Petersayswe canhavehopein the inheritanceGod givesus. The word inheritanceis the
word usedfor the PromisedLand in the Old Testamentandrefersto a safeplace,a place
where we can enjoy the personand provision of God. Petersaysour inheritanceis our
relationshipwith God, which is lastingandsecure We havehopebecausave know we are
saved. The word herefor to savemeansto be deliveredfrom sicknessfrom dangerand
from the powerof sin. We canhavehopealsobecausave know that God is protectingus
with His power This word for shieldis thatof beinga sentry sothat God watchesover us,
defendingusandprotectingus.

Isaiah also tells us why we can hopein God. We can hopein God becauseHe is all
powerful andthe creatorof the world. Godis nevertired or weary In fact, God givesus
strengthwhenwe areweary If we hopein God, Godwill restoreour enegy, our vitality, our
life, our joy. We will soarlike eaglesthatwereknown for their vigor andtheir speed. God
will enervateandenepize usaswe arefilled with hopein Him. Who or whatdo you hope
in? Why areyou hopeless?I believethe lack of hopein our lives is our fault, not God's.
We havehopebecauseave havepurposewhich comesfrom God. Whatdo you needto lay
downin orderto havemoreof Him, moreof His hope?

An Inexpressible Joy

Not only doesGod blessus with new life and a living hope, God blessesus with an
inexpressiblgoy. Petertells us in 1:8-9, Orou believein Him and are filled with an
inexpessibleand glorious joy, for you are receivingthe goal of your faith, the salvationof
your souls.OBefore mentioningjoy, Petermentionsthatwe will haveto enduregrief andall
sortsof trials. Theword herefor trials is thatof beingmany-colorecandis found elsewhere
only in describinggrace. God'sgracethenis expansiveenoughto overcomeany trial we
face. We are called to be filled with this inexpressiblejoy evenin the midst of the
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challengesand the pain. Petersaysthesetrials cometo refine us, just as gold is refined
(Rick Warrenteacheghis too). No goldsmithwastesore and God doesnot wasteanything
in our lives. Godwantsusto havea joy thatis rootedin Him.

We can havethis joy becausewe arein the processof receivingour salvation(see
Philippians2:12, where Paultells us Qo work out our salvationwith fear and trembling).
Only aswe reorientour lives aroundthe crossof Christwill we find our heartsfilled with
His joy. This joy is also glorious. The word for glory refersto the nature,personand
characteiof God. Ourjoy givesglory to Godwho is the sourceand causeof our salvation.
Themessagef salvationis the messagé&odhasbeengiving throughouttime. We canhave
joy in havingheardandreceivedit.

Jesuscameto give usjoy. God®plan and purposefor usin Christalsogivesusjoy. J.l.
Packersaysthat Marie Antoinetteclaimed,nothingtastes No, life is meantto be enjoyed
andembraced. In Galatianss, Paulsaysjoy is the secondruit of the Spirit. Joythenis not
optionalbut a fundamentapartof beinga believer JanieCheaneyells us,that Christianity
recognizeshata world of hurt is surroundedby a universeof joy. Our faith teachesa three-
personedsodsofull of loveHe couldnot keepit to Himself How joyful areyou? Whatdo
you takegjoy in? Is yourjoy lastingor fleeting?
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