
The Contagiousness of Thankfulness

 I want to thank each of you who prayed for us and 
who blessed us on August 24 as we celebrated together 
that God has given us as a church family the past five 
years together.  I was very surprised and very touched 
by your kindness and encouragement.  The flowers, the 
prayer, the card, the offer of free babysitting and the gift 
card are all great blessings.   Rachel and I are grateful.  
Thank you.

 As I have been pondering my gratitude to you I 
have been pondering the importance of thankfulness and of being 
contagious with thankfulness and with gratitude.  I love what Paul tells 
us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16, "Be joyful always;  pray continually; give 
thanks in all circumstances, this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."    I 
find that when I cultivate joy and a spirit and heart of rejoicing, it is 
much easier to be thankful.  I find it compelling as well that it is God's 
will for us to be thankful.  As disciples of Jesus, we are to be known for 
and to enjoy lives punctuated and marked by thankfulness and 
gratitude.  How are you doing with this?  When you look at your lives, if 
I were to ask your spouses or children, would they immediately confirm 
or affirm that you are grateful and thankful?  If so, great!  If not, why 
not?  What is it that is keeping you from God's will for you?

 I believe in the contagiousness of thankfulness.  I believe that the 
more thankful we are, the easier it is to be thankful, and the more 
thankful others will be all around us.  God wants us to be thankful 
people.  The Psalms and all of Scripture remind us of how appropriate it 
is that we come into His presence with thankfulness and with gratitude.  
As David tells us in Psalms 95:2 and 100:4, "Let us come before Him 

with thanksgiving and 
extol Him with music 
and song...Enter His 

gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him 
and praise His name.  For the Lord is good and His love endures 
forever."   We are to come before God with thankfulness and with 
gratitude, to be grateful for His goodness and for His grace.   What is 
your attitude in worship or when praying?  Are you focused or absorbed 
by your perception of your needs and wants, or do you exult and revel 
in joy and in thanksgiving for His goodness?
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 I think that too often we fail to thank people as often as we should, 
so the following is my attempt to remedy that.

 I am thankful for each of you.  Each of you are such a blessing in 
my life and in my family's lives.  You bring us great joy and great 
blessing.  Thank you for being a part of our lives and for reminding us of 
the goodness of God, for sharing with us and for showing us God's 
grace.

 I am thankful for our Deacons and Elders.  I am daily reminded of 
how special they are.  Each of them serves so faithfully, so diligently 
and so humbly.  I am thankful for how the Deacons do so much to make 
our Sundays a blessed time.   I am thankful for the spiritual leadership 
our Elders take on, for the selfless care and concern they embody for 
our church family.  

 I am thankful for Miss Shannon, for all of our preschool staff, for 
Miss Esther, for Megan and for Liz, for each of our staff who are such a 
great blessing.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Brian
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