
Trusting God in Uncertain Times 

 I know that whenever I pick up the paper these days, 
there seems to be more bad news, such as:  the high 
rate of foreclosures, the drop in housing values, the 
inability of our state government to balance a budget or 
to streamline spending, the news of another soldier lost 
far away from home, banks and lending agencies 
needing federal buyouts, drops in the stock market and 
in retirement accounts and finally the rise in the cost of 
gas or of other basic resources.  As we near a major 
election, different people and different groups offer 
different solutions.   

 What does the Bible tell us about trusting in God in challenging and 
in uncertain times?  The Bible reminds us of the truth of who God is and 
of our need for Him.  The truth is that God is good and that He is with 
us. The truth is that we desperately need God, we desperately need 
Jesus, we desperately need to learn to live lives governed by Jesus, we 
desperately need to learn to trust God, we desperately need to reorient 
our lives around the cross and we desperately need to pray for renewal 
and revival in our country and culture and in our own hearts.  The truth 
is that our relationship with Jesus is Good News. 

 In Joshua 1:9, God reminds Israel and us, "Have I not commanded 
you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord will be with you wherever you go."   Our 
airwaves and conversations are filled with fear and discouragement 
these days.  As believers, we know, however, that we worship, trust in 
and follow a God who is bigger than any problem that we face in the 

world.  The key 
question for us is, are 
we willing to trust Him 

and seek Him in prayer?  Are we willing to live out the truth that God is 
really with us in order to give us strength and courage? 

 Jesus and the early disciples knew we would be anxious about the 
basics of life.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:25-28, "Therefore I tell you, 
do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear.  Is not life more important than food, and the 
body more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your Heavenly Father 
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feeds them.  And are you not much more valuable than they?  Who of 
you by worrying can add a single hour to your life?"  As we enjoy a new 
life, as we learn to welcome and to invite God into every moment of our 
lives, we can learn to trust in Him deeply, knowing that because God 
loves us, He will always take care of us. 

  Paul affirms this in Philippians 4:4-7, saying, "Rejoice in the Lord 
always.  I will say it again:  Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to 
all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.  And the peace of God which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."   
As an antidote to anxiety, God invites us to rejoice in Him, to be filled 
with praise and thanksgiving towards Him, to be grateful in every 
moment to Him for the gift of life.  We all deal with anxiety; it is a part of 
human life.  Only Jesus offers us a lasting answer.  As we choose to 
trust in Him, we discover that not only does He love us, He has a plan 
for us and He is big enough to provide for us. God invites us to bring 
our anxieties before Him as an offering of trust.  Do you?  Will you? 

  Ultimately, trusting in God is a decision we must make.  The Psalms 
are full of our need to trust in Him.  For example, David tells us in 20:7, 
"Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of 
the Lord our God."  God is also our hope.  David reminds us of this in 
25:1-5, saying, "To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you I trust, O my 
God...No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame...Show 
me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and 
teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day."  
Since God is trustworthy, He is also worthy of our hope.  We can hope 
in God, knowing that He is with us, that He is always powerful and 
always faithful.   We all trust in someone or something (often ourselves 
or our own abilities).  Everyone and every thing other than God will 
ultimately disappoint us.   

  Trust in God is key to dispelling fear.  Isaiah echoes this, saying in 
12:2, "Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  
The Lord, the Lord is my strength and song; He has become 
my salvation."  Jesus also reminds us in John 14:1, "Do not 
let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me."   
Jesus invites us to trust Him.  No matter how untrustworthy 
others may be,  Jesus can be trusted!  No matter what we 
are wrestling with, worried or anxious about, God is bigger, 
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Jesus is stronger.  He invites us to put all of our hopes and fears in His 
capable, secure and steady hands.   

 As we find ourselves faced with and surrounded by dire 
circumstances or predictions, we can rest secure in our God, knowing 
that His plan for us is perfect and that He is with us and all around us, 
that He will watch over us and that He will take care of us and provide 
for us.  As we seek to be filled with faith and to trust in Him alone, may 
each of us celebrate that He is good and that He can be trusted! 

  

Love in Christ, 

  

Pastor Brian
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