
Thanking God 

  As we enter November, the Thanksgiving holiday is 
drawing near.  As Christians, we can affirm the 
importance of being thankful as we remember God's 
goodness throughout time and in each day.  As 
Christians, we are reminded of our need to be thankful to 
God for all of the gifts of life and especially for His gift to 
us of Jesus.  As we have worked through the Bible 
Challenge of reading through all of the Psalms, we have 
noticed over and over the importance of expressing 
gratitude and thanksgiving to God.  In fact, thanksgiving 
to God is one of the overarching and fundamental themes throughout 
all of Scripture. 

 We can read this and see this in Psalms 7:17, 28:7, 30:11-12, 
35:18, 75:1, 95:1-2, 100:4, 107:1, 118:28; 136:1-3, 26:  "I will give 
thanks to the Lord because of His righteousness and will sing praise to 
the name of the Lord Most High....The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped.  My heart leaps for joy 
and I will give thanks to Him in song...You turned my wailing into 
dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my 
heart may sing to you and not be silent.  O Lord my God, I will give you 
thanks forever...I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among 
throngs of people I will praise you...We give thanks to you, O God, we 
give thanks, for your Name is near; men tell of your wonderful 
deeds...Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the 
Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and 
extol Him with music and song...Enter His gates with thanksgiving and 
His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name...Give 

thanks to the Lord, for 
He is good; His love 
endures forever...You 
are my God, and I will 

give you thanks; you are my God, and I will exalt you.  Give thanks to 
the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever...Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good.  His love endures forever.  Give thanks to the God 
of gods.  His love endures forever.  Give thanks to the Lord of lords.  
His love endures forever...Give thanks to the God of heaven.  His love 
endures forever." 
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 It is important to be thankful.  In fact, God wants us to learn to 
enjoy and to cultivate a lifestyle of thankfulness.  This repetition that we 
find in the Psalms reinforces how important and how essential it is for 
us to be grateful and thankful in and for our relationship with God.  God 
has truly blessed us in so many ways that we are to be constantly 
grateful to Him and for Him in each and every moment. 

 The New Testament also echoes this invitation to thankfulness.  In 
Philippians 4:6, for example, Paul tells us, "Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God."   Our prayers then, as our conversations 
with God are to be punctuated and marked with thanksgiving and with 
gratitude.  Instead of bringing to God a long list of wants or "needs", we 
should come before Him with hearts full of joy and of thankfulness as 
we worship Him in prayer and as we affirm His goodness.  This is why 
during our family prayers on Sunday during our worship service, we 
always start with our praises and with our thanks before moving into 
petition. 

 Paul stresses being thankful elsewhere as well.  In Colossians 
2:6-7, he says, "So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the 
faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness."  Later in 
Colossians, in 3:15, he says, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And 
be thankful."   Being thankful is to be a normal and daily part of our 
Christian life, for being thankful flows from being aware of His 
goodness, care and presence in our lives.  Paul also says in 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18, "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks 
to God in call circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus."   It is God's will for us to be thankful.  God wants us to be 
thankful, because a spirit of thanksgiving will transform our lives and be 
contagious. 

 Thankfulness is a core part of our worship to God.  As we learn in 
Hebrews 12;28, "Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship 
God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire."  In this autumn season and as we approach 
Thanksgiving, let us recommit ourselves to being thankful to 
God for His goodness to us, for all He has done for us.  Let 
us choose to cultivate and to foster an attitude of gratitude, a 
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lifestyle of being thankful for His gift to us of new life in Jesus as we fall 
before His cross in wonder, praise and thankfulness. 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 
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