
Unwrapping the Gift of the Spirit

 As we enter the month of May, we draw near to 

Pentecost Sunday, one of the most important 
celebrations of the church year.  As Christians, we affirm 
our belief in our holy God, who has revealed Himself to 
us, as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  In the 
birth and in the coming of Jesus, we celebrate that God 
has come to us in flesh, in His Son Jesus.  Now that 
Jesus has ascended into heaven, we celebrate His gift to 
us of His Holy Spirit, so that God is now not only with us, 
but in us.  

 Why does Jesus promise us the gift of the Holy Spirit?  In John 
14:16-17, 26, Jesus promised His disciples that God would give them 
"another Counselor to be with you forever-the Spirit of truth."  This Spirit 
will "teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you."  The Holy Spirit that filled Jesus will now fill us.  The Holy Spirit 
will be God's gift of presence, power and truth to us, to teach us and to 
remind us of our need for Jesus.  Jesus later reinforced this in John 
16:7-8, 13, saying, "Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to 
you; but, if I go, I will send Him to you.  When He comes, He will convict 
the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and 
judgment...when, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all 
truth."  The Holy Spirit then is God with us and within us, convicting us 
and reminding us of our need for Him, speaking the truth to us of who 
God is and who we are and being our guide in learning how to become 
like Jesus.

 In a compelling image, in John 20:21-22, Jesus gave the Holy 
Spirit to the disciples, saying, "’Peace be with you!  As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you.’  And with that He breathed on them and 

said, 'Receive the 
Holy Spirit."   The 
breath of God has 

now touched us for a purpose.  We are sent out in His name, with His 
authority, in His place.  We can only be faithful and fruitful for Him if we 
are enervated and led by the Holy Spirit.  Despite this compelling 
statement, Jesus told the disciples to wait for a climactic moment when 
the Spirit would mightily move in and on them.  In Acts 1:4-5, 8, Jesus 
told them, "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized 
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with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit...But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth."   This is the promise that is fulfilled at 
Pentecost.

 At Pentecost, we celebrate how the Holy Spirit is God in us and 
with us.  When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, they heard a mighty 
sound, saw tongues of fire, and spoke in unfamiliar tongues (Acts 2).  
The Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples to empower and to equip them for 
new lives in Him.  In Romans 8:9, Paul tells us, "You, however, are 
controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God 
lives in you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Christ."  Each and every disciple of Jesus is now filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and thus we must live a holy life in the service of 
and for the glory of God.

 How can we have more of the Spirit in our lives?  Paul addresses 
this in his letters, telling us in Ephesians 4:29-32, "Do not let 
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you are 
sealed for the day of redemption.  Get rid of all anger, brawling and 
slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."    
We quench and grieve the Holy Spirit when we choose to sin, rather 
than to live for Christ.  Paul encourages us instead in 5:18-20, to "be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ."    Choosing to pray, to trust in and to worship 
God all lead to the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit filling our 
hearts.  It is the daily choices that we make that determine how 
welcome the Holy Spirit will be in our lives.

 The Holy Spirit, throughout each generation, has been 
the gift from Jesus to each of His disciples.  If we want to be 
more like Jesus, we must welcome and fan the flames of the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives.  During this Pentecost 
season, let us recommit ourselves to being like Jesus and to 
being filled by His Holy Spirit.  Happy Pentecost!  May you be 
ablaze with His Spirit!                  Love in Christ,  Pastor Brian
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